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BOW AREA PROFILE
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1.0	Introduction

1.1	Bow

Bow is a village in Mid Devon located approximately 8 miles west of Crediton.  Bow parish has a population of 1247 inhabitants.  The adjoining hamlet of Nymet Tracey shares a church with Bow.  There are some areas of deprivation identified in Bow.  

1.2	Natural Environment and Green Space Provision

Bow and Clannaborough are grouped as a catchment in the Green Infrastructure Assessment (GIA, 2013).  Not counting agricultural land and the wider resource of the attractive landscape setting, specific GI designations in the Bow catchment area are among the lowest in the district.  There is very little in the way of County Wildlife Sites or strategic accessible open space, though a regional walking route runs north-south through the catchment area.

Taken on its own, Bow’s public right of way density is only 0.46km per square kilometre.  Devon County Council categorises deficiency areas as those parishes with 0.5km public rights of way per square kilometre, or less.

There is however, a reasonable supply of small-scale public open space, particularly considering the relatively low population density.  In recent years development has funded public open space improvements to the value of about £17,000.  

1.3	Economy and Development

The main settlement was originally at Nymet Tracey, a mile south of Bow's present location. Primarily due to its location, Bow failed to attract enough trade to justify its status as a town and has therefore remained a street village.  The market ceased in 1792.  Nymet Tracey was effectively absorbed into Bow following two fires which destroyed Nymet Tracey (then about 60-80 cottages) in 1833 and 1835, after which the bulk of the populace of Nymet Tracey moved to Bow.  

In recent years Bow has expanded considerably to the south.  Bow has a general store, garden centre (Bow Aquatic Centre), a doctor's surgery, one public house and a caravan park (Mid Devon Caravans).

1.4	Housing and Development

National Policy advocates market housing in rural locations where it will facilitate the provision of affordable housing if required.  Mid Devon District Council is therefore considering market development in rural locations where a proportion of affordable housing will be required.  Rural exception sites will also be considered in line with development management policies and an existing Supplementary Planning Document on ‘Meeting Housing Needs’.  The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA, 2013) identified potential sites in Bow allowing for the addition of 140 dwellings.  This number is not indicative of the amount of development that will definitely take place in Bow over the Local Plan period up to 2033, but gives some idea of the potential for new development in the area if suitable and if necessary.  However, although Bow is a good-sized village with a level of services and facilities that might sustain limited growth, there are no allotments and overall GI is in short supply.  These points should be taken into account when considering any future development in the area.  The Local Plan review is yet to confirm specific housing allocations for this parish.
2.0	Map of Parish and Open Space Provision

Figure 1: Provision of open space across the parish
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3.0	Quantity Analysis

Table 1 shows the quantity analysis of open space for the area. The figures for ‘Park and Recreation Ground (combined)’ comprise the sum of the following typologies:

· Park and Recreation Ground;
· Outdoor Sports Space (Pitches);
· Outdoor Sports Space (Other);
· Outdoor Sports Space (Private).

It is the ‘combined’ figure that is used for the purpose of analysing quantity, as such it is only this figure where required provision and supply is relevant. Figures have been provided for the individual typologies which make up the combined figure for information only, however, there is no supply assessment for these, hence an ‘NA’ (Not Applicable) is provided.  

Existing quantity figures are also provided for a number of typologies where there are no standards, as such these also do not show figures for required provision (a figure of 0.00 is provided) and supply is ‘NA’, these typologies are:

· School Playing Fields;
· School Playing Fields MUGA;
· Churchyard and Cemetery.




Table 1: Quantity analysis of open space in the Parish
	Typology
	Number of sites
	Existing provision (hectares)
	Existing provision (ha/1000)
	Required provision (ha)
	Required provision (ha/1000)
	Supply (ha)
	Supply (Ha/1000)
	Supply

	Allotments
	0
	0
	0
	0.31
	0.25
	-0.31
	-0.25
	UNDER SUPPLY

	Amenity Green Space
	0
	0
	0
	1.25
	1
	-1.25
	-1
	UNDER SUPPLY

	Park and Recreation Ground (Combined)
	2
	0.95
	0.76
	1.87
	1.5
	-0.92
	-0.74
	UNDER SUPPLY

	Park and Recreation Ground
	1
	0.46
	0.37
	1.87
	1.5
	-1.41
	-1.13
	N/A

	Outdoor Sports Space (Pitches)
	1
	0.49
	0.39
	0
	0
	0.49
	0.39
	N/A

	Outdoor Sports Space (Other)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	N/A

	Outdoor Sports Space (Private)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	N/A

	Children’s Play Area
	4
	0.22
	0.18
	0.07
	0.06
	0.15
	0.12
	SUFFICIENT SUPPLY

	Teenage Facility
	0
	0
	0
	0.02
	0.02
	-0.02
	-0.02
	UNDER SUPPLY

	School Playing Fields
	1
	0.44
	0.35
	0
	0
	0.44
	0.35
	N/A

	School Playing Fields MUGA
	1
	0.06
	0.05
	0
	0
	0.06
	0.05
	N/A

	Churchyard and Cemetery
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	N/A





4.0	Access Analysis
Figure 2: Access to park and recreation grounds across the parish (600m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Parishes\Parks\Bow.jpg]

Figure 3: Access to park and recreation grounds across main settlement area (600m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Settlements\Parks\Bow.jpg]
Figure 4: Access to Childrens Play Areas across the parish (300m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Parishes\Play\Bow.jpg]

Figure 5: Access to Childrens Play Areas across the settlement area (300m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Settlements\Play\Bow.jpg]
Figure 6: Access to teenage facilities across the parish (600m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\Jim\Documents\Jim\Mid Devon\GIS\Revisions Sep 14\Maps\Teen\Bampton.jpg]

Figure 7: Access to teenage facilities across the settlement area (600m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\Jim\Documents\Jim\Mid Devon\GIS\Revisions Sep 14\Maps\Settlement Maps\Teen\Bampton.jpg]
Figure 8: Access to amenity green space across the parish (300m buffer)[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Parishes\Amenity\Bow.jpg]

Figure 9: Access to amenity green space across the settlement area (300m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\New Maps\Final maps\Settlements\Amenity\Bow.jpg]

Figure 10: Access to allotments across the parish (300m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\Data for Kate\Data for Kate\Access Maps\Allotments\Bow.jpg]

Figure 11: Access to allotments across the settlement area (300m buffer)
[image: C:\Users\katevine\Documents\1. WORK\MID DEVON\JIM\Data for Kate\Data for Kate\Access Maps\Allotments\Bow.jpg]

5.0	Quality Analysis

The majority of the open spaces within Bow are of an acceptable quality and generally meet the community’s needs. The four play areas located in Bow under the control of the District Council are currently in good order and supply an adequate mix of equipment for all ages; however the fencing at St Martins Close requires replacement and there is only one spring mobile at Godfrey’s Gardens. The Village Hall site, in addition to the play area, has good quality open space with a football pitch. The Parish Council has highlighted the lack of a full size football pitch to allow the local teams to play competitive games.





6.0	Summary and Priorities

The priorities for Bow are

· To attend to the fence repairs at St Martins Close play area; and to consider additional equipment at Godfrey’s Gardens.
· To liaise with the Parish Council regarding the provision of sports pitches, changing rooms and a club house on land that they have purchased.
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