
 
 
 
 
Background 
Following an election, where there are insufficient candidates, those who are 
and remain validly nominated are declared elected. Providing this constitutes 
a quorum (3 or 1/3 of the total membership, whichever is greater) the 
remaining vacancies can be filled through co-option. If the council is inqourate 
the District Council may fill the vacancies. 
 
Co-option following main elections 
Vacancies occurring because insufficient candidates stood for election are not 
regarded as casual vacancies – so can be filled by co-option without further 
advertisement (although advertising for suitable candidates is usually 
necessary and is good practice). No poll can be claimed in this circumstance. 
 
 
Casual Vacancies 
A casual vacancy occurs when 

a) A local Cllr fails to make a declaration of acceptance of office within 
the proper time (28 days) 

b) When his notice of resignation is received. 
c) If the Cllr passes away. 
d) In the case of disqualification. 
e) In the case of an election being declared void. 
f) Where a person ceases to be qualified or where they are 

persistently absent from meetings. 
 
Considerations are: 

 
• A casual vacancy must be declared and publicly notified. 
• The Returning Officer of the District/Borough Council should be 

notified. 
• If a poll is claimed by at least ten electors within 14 days excluding 

weekends and certain public holidays, then one must be held within 60 
days of the notice. 

• A poll cannot be claimed if the vacancy arose within six months of the 
day when the councillor whose office is declared vacant would 
ordinarily have retired. 

• If no poll is claimed, or one cannot be claimed (as above), then the 
councillors must try to fill the vacancy by co-option. 

• To be co-opted the successful candidate must receive an absolute 
majority of votes over all other candidates. This is simply achieved 
when there are two candidates, but with three or more, more than one 
vote with the candidate with the least number of votes being withdrawn 
may be necessary to achieve this result. 

 

 
3.Fact Sheet: Co-option and           

Casual Vacancies. 
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