26
Figure 4.1: Landscape Character Types

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. c Crown copyright and database rights 2011. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 100022292.

4. Landscape
Character Types
Classiﬁcation
A map of the Landscape Character Types (LCTs) was identiﬁed for the Mid
Devon District and is shown in Fig 4.1. The identiﬁed 12 LCTs were chosen from
the Devon Menu and are colour coded to reﬂect the plan as follows:

LCT 1A: Open inland planned plateaux
LCT 1E: Wooded ridges and hilltops
LCT 1F: Farmed lowland moorland and Culm grassland
LCT 2A: Steep wooded scarp slopes
LCT 3A: Upper farmed and wooded valley slopes
LCT 3B: Lower rolling farmed and settled valley slopes
LCT 3C: Sparsely settled farmed valley ﬂoors
LCT 3E: Lowland plains
LCT 3G: River valley slopes and combes
LCT 3H: Secluded valleys
LCT 5A: Inland elevated undulating land
LCT 7: Main cities and towns
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LCT 1A: Open inland planned plateaux

Description
These high open ﬂat plateaux are present in Blackdown
Hills AONB to the east of the district and consist of gently
undulating land crossed by long straight roads lined by
hedge banks. The main agricultural activity is the grazing
of livestock on pastoral improved pasture.
There is a strong sense of agrarian land use and cultural
history with traditional settlement patterns that have
remained largely undeveloped in the 20th century.
This landscape has some of the most impressive and
long-distance views aﬀorded in the district.
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Key Characteristics
•

High open ﬂat plateaux.

•

There is a relatively sudden change to steeper valley slopes.

•

A simple landscape type that has an open character with a strong sense of
agrarian land use and a strong cultural history with traditional settlement

•

This landscape tends to be devoid of much settlement with isolated houses
and farms, small hamlets the dominant settlement size.

•

Historically settlements have been infrequently developed in this
landscape. Where they do occur it is limited to isolated farmsteads and
occasional clusters of buildings usually at crossroads. There is a sense of
exposure and prior to enclosure in the 19th century this would have been
wild and remote.

patterns that are dispersed with isolated buildings and farms typical of the
type.
•

The main agricultural activity is the grazing of stock on pastoral improved
pasture, with little arable use evident. There is some cultivation of land in
rotation with ley grassland, supporting mixed farming patterns.

•

Hedges are mature and thick, cut low forming medium to large scale
irregular ﬁeld patterns. The hedges are predominantly Beech planted on
narrow earth banks and sparsely scattered hedgerow trees.

•

Traditional building materials are chert and thatch with some modern brick
development representing 20th century development. Traditional farms are
often of great antiquity and are listed buildings.

•

Fields are medium to large in size, rectangular in shape, indicating 19th
century enclosure of former common land, with some unenclosed areas
and relic commons (now copses) and small conifer plantations.

•

Roads are straight and generally follow the plateau tops with wide grass
verges with drains, with minor roads at right-angled junctions, winding and
narrowing towards the plateau edge.

•

Some of the ﬁelds are vast with fencing as a ﬁeld boundary feature between
ﬁelds, suggesting ﬁeld amalgamation has taken place in the past. There is a
uniform appearance due to the regular ﬁeld pattern and lack of woodland.

•

•

Distinctive elements include windswept trees isolated in the landscape with
some isolated discrete deciduous woodland.

Some of the most impressive and long-distance views aﬀorded in the
district across the landscape are seen from the edges of this type, although
these may be obscured in places by woodland on the adjoining scarp
slopes.

•

The landscape is exposed to the prevailing wind and has an exposed and
isolated character. Any localised enclosure by the hedge pattern has only a
limited reduction to this open character, particularly as most of the hedges
are laid or tightly trimmed.

•
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Extensive views of a large scale landscape with uniﬁed patterns where
views allow, enclosed where hedgerows are high on narrow roads.

Evaluation
Special qualities

•

Increased traﬃc with road widening and increased speed.

•

Exposed and isolated character, open spacious and windswept.

•

•

Strong sense of agrarian land use and a strong cultural history with
traditional settlement patterns that have remained largely undeveloped
in the 20th century.

•

Panoramic views of the surrounding landscape with high levels of
tranquillity and remoteness.

The quality of the landscape has been enhanced in recent years through
the resurgence of hedge laying in the Blackdowns. This has been in
response to both government ﬁnancial incentives and through a high
level of goodwill and motivation within the community and groups such
as Devon Rural Skills Trust and Blackdown Hills Hedge Association that
have encouraged the redevelopment of traditional farming and
countryside skills.

•

Modern (19th century) enclosure of plateaux with relatively large
rectangular ﬁelds.

•

Modern hedgecutting techniques (ﬂailing) impact on wildlife.

•

•

Straight roads along ridge plateau tops.

Dominant coniferous plantations which when felled leave a scarred
landscape in the medium term

•

Unimproved large rectangular ﬁelds with valued beech hedge ﬁeld
boundaries with intermittent beech trees along roadsides.

•

Amalgamation of ﬁelds has led to loss of hedges, with further loss of

•

Special semi-natural habitats.

•

Valued woodland.

hedges and gaps occurring as hedgerow trees die and mature.

Future Forces for Change
•

The open and exposed character of this landscape type, coupled with the
straight broad roads indicate that this is a type where some wind power
generation may be considered feasible

•

Changes in agricultural practices may occur due to climate change

•

Scrub and bracken invasion threaten wet heath habitats

•

Developing tourism due to location with Blackdown Hills AONB.

Past Forces for Change
•

•

The historical sense of isolation has been eroded by the introduction of
modern dwellings, mainly bungalows, and large-scale farm buildings.
These structures have a form and proportions that do not always sit well
within the landscape.
Increased development activity on lower slopes and down in valleys, such
as polytunnels, industrial development and roads.
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LCT 1E: Wooded ridges and hilltops

Description
This is an area of elevated strongly undulating small hills
and ridges which includes Newton Woods located to
the south of Crediton, Raddon Hill to the north west of
Thorverton, Newteʼs Hill to the south of Tiverton, the ridge
to the east of Backʼs Wood west of Cullompton and ʻThe
Knapsʼ in the north of the district.
Straight roads tend to follow the ridge-tops in this remote
landscape which is characterised by a general lack of
buildings with the exception of a few isolated houses and
cottages.
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Key Characteristics
•

This elevated, strongly undulating plateau, covers a wide range in heights
over a small area and is some of the most undulating and steepest land in
the district.

•

The landform of the Knaps contrasts with the hills found elsewhere in the
district due to their straight-sided nature, which makes the hills look conical.

•

•

This steeply sloping land is sometimes characterised with streams. These
springs emerge from the upper slopes forming brooks and have a
meandering form.

•

Deciduous woodland and coniferous plantations are often the dominant
land cover as in Newton Woods, Coombland Wood and Whipshill Wood
south of Newton St Cyres. Stockleigh Wood is a large-scale coniferous
plantation at the south-western tip of Raddon Hills. These woodlands and
plantations can be dominating features creating a strong sense of
enclosure.

•

•

34

The landform is characterised by high, rounded land that is either exposed
ﬂattish or gently rolling. The slopes of these undulations are shallow and
smooth with a ridge top that is narrow and rounded in form. The narrow
nature of these areas means that in the main they only ﬂatten suﬃciently to
form a small-scale plateau top that is not extensive enough to be perceived
as a tableland. The plateau has a number of additional ﬁngers of ridge
extending above the valley heads that have carved into the land mass.

Whipshill Wood and patches of woodland on Raddon Hills are ancient
woodlands dating back to at least 1600 AD and are habitats described as an
irreplaceable natural resource.
Remaining land is managed as ley grassland and tends to occur on the
lower gentler slopes or on the higher land close to the plateau where again
the slopes are gentler.

•

Fields are medium to large scale, irregularly shaped improved and cultivated. Thick trimmed hedgerows are the dominant ﬁeld boundary with some
hedgebanks and ditches present. Large mature trees are typically found in
the hedgerows and hedgebanks.

•

There are enclaves of bracken and gorse, particularly within the large-scale
woodland blocks and on ﬁeld margins and within hedges.

•

On the upper slopes a spine hedge is common being divided into ʻribsʼ
along its length, to form regular parallel pairs of ﬁelds bounded on the
lower side by a continuous hedge circling the hills. This main ridge-hedge is
frequently deﬁned by a double-hedged track way.

•

There is a general lack of buildings in this landscape, with the exception of a
few isolated houses and cottages. Very few modern buildings are present.

•

Straight roads following the ridge-tops are a characteristic feature of this
landscape type, but winding narrow roads are dominant. Foresty tracks
meander through the plantations and woods, some of which have public
access. Mostly public rights of way are infrequent within the landscape,
limiting views from the majority of the type.

•

This is a relatively remote area with an abundance of thatched rendered
cob dwellings in isolation, with some stone.

•

When well-wooded there are almost no long views within or out of this
landscape. However the Knaps and Raddon Hills form prominent local
landmarks and aﬀord long extensive views.

•

Recreational uses associated with forestry are often evident where
woodland is prevalent.

Evaluation
Special Qualities
•

Areas of deciduous woodland and blocky coniferous plantations.

•

Isolated, tranquil character created through the lack of buildings.

•

Distinctive hedge pattern, crowned by a very distinctive hedge following
the top of a ridge clearly deﬁnes character.

•

Exceptional views of surrounding countryside sometimes as far as
Dartmoor, Exmoor and the Exe Estuary. The landscape can be a feature
that dominates the local landscape.

•

•

Ancient and veteran trees (especially windswept trees on the skyline) are
vulnerable or not replaced

•

The decline of old tunnel like hedgerows and mature trees in hedgerows
has led to the reduction of important ecological corridors and species
diversity.

Future Forces for Change
•

Open hills and ridges are highly vulnerable to change. Any introduction of
visual clutter such as telecommunications mast or wind generators may
bring signiﬁcant impacts on the landscape and aﬀect the visual amenity of
the surrounding area.

Open pasture with large ﬁelds of grazing land.

Past Forces for Change
•

Over the last century, the traditional and inherent patterns of this landscape
type have been disrupted through the introduction of large-scale forestry.
This has created a landscape which is enclosed and in places monochrome.

•

The semi-open character of this landscape type, coupled with straight
broad roads indicate that this is a type where some wind power generation
may be feasible and appropriate.

•

The weakening of the hedge pattern, a key characteristic, through ﬁeld
amalgamation and gaps occurring has reduced the quality of the landscape
and made the patterns less clear and vague.

•

Development which does not maintain the existing settlement pattern.

•

New pests and diseases threaten woodland, in particular Sudden Oak Death

•

Telecommunications mast on Hukeley Knap is visually prominent.

•

Severe decline in species diversity (primroses, snow drops, foxgloves, red
campion, bluebells and wild orchids) in Devon banks and hedges.

•

Many of the wooded areas tend to be inaccessible to the public.

•

Large vehicles (an increase in farm machinery size) has often led to
hedgerow damage.

ʻPhytophthora ramorumʼ which is known to have infected large areas of
larch species at Knightshayes.
•

Climate change may lead to a longer growing season and enhanced
growth rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary
woodland, resulting in a further scrubbing up of hedgebanks and rough
grazing land.
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LCT 1F Farmed lowland moorland and
Culm grassland
Description
This landscape forms a small part of the extensive Culm
Measures of North Devon and is located to the north-west
of the district. Included within this type include Bickham
and Tuckers Moor to the north of the district, Henceford
Moor, Witheridge Moor and Looseland Moor.
The dominant inﬂuence on the type is the heavy clay of the
Culm Measures, giving rise in many places to poor wet soils
creating impeded drainage with numerous streams and
ditches.
The distinctive Culm grasslands are visually diverse creating
textural variety to the landcover, as well as being high
quality habitats with a high number of species present.
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Key characteristics
•

The land rises in a series of irregular rolling hills that are ﬂattish, have
undeﬁned rounded peaks all of which are on a similar level.

•

This is a pastoral and agrarian landscape deﬁned by the Culm grasslands
that are rich and species-diverse, disrupted in many places by intensive
farming of drained and agriculturally improved land.

•
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Underlying landmass of Culm Measures, produces very ﬁne soils that easily
become waterlogged and have impeded drainage. These soils are diﬃcult
to farm, and have a less intensive red, ochre colour than the sandstones
found elsewhere in the district.

•

A prevailing damp character with streams, springs, wet ditches and rush
dominated pasture are frequent features.

•

The presence of ditches adjacent to many of the hedges and within road
verges reﬂect the high levels of water impeded within the soils, that seep
out into these channels.

•

Small to medium scale deciduous woodlands give a strong, damp pastoral
and well-wooded character to the landscape. These woodlands are
invariably wet with impeded drainage.

•

Relatively intact and repeated pattern of hedge and ditch with medium
scale rectilinear ﬁeld enclosures. The hedges tend to be low, thick, neatlytrimmed with beech the predominant species and are abundant with trees.
The regular hedgebank and hedge network were created through the late
19th century parliamentary enclosure of land, which before this time was
open moorland and heathland. A few of the hedges near Witheridge Moor
are dominated by single stands of beech. However, this characteristic is not
widespread.

•

The ﬂattish landscape and higher ground give the area a rather unsheltered
windswept appearance. Patches of bracken and gorse, as well as
wind-sculpted beech trees, give an exposed feel to high locations.

•

The dominant inﬂuence on the type is the heavy clay of the Culm Measures,
giving rise in many places to poor wet soils, best suited to sheep and cattle
grazing.

•

Sparse settlement pattern with scattered farmsteads, small clustered
hamlets and nucleated villages often sited on crossroads. Buildings
have retained the traditional character in the main, with modern farm
buildings generally ﬁtting into the landscape, reﬂecting the siting of the
original farms. The traditional buildings are frequently constructed from
rendered cob with thatched or slate roofs, some of which are listed.

•

There are a number of coniferous plantations present particularly on
Witheridge Moor. These create dark, dense colours and a massive form that
contrasts with the more open agrarian landscape.

•

Villages and individual farmsteads are connected via a series of narrow,
straight roads and lanes, with wide verges. This is an accessible landscape
on foot and by small vehicle with generally a good network of lanes,
metalled and unmetalled roads and public rights of way.

•

Historic features include a number of hill forts and other defensive
archaeological features including the remaining earthworks of the
settlement at Burridge and tumuli on Witheridge Moor.

•

Houses and farmsteads are often prominent in the landscape due to exposed nature of the landscape which often leads to wide, sweeping views
interrupted only occasionally by wind-shaped trees and small copses.

Evaluation
Special Qualities

Past Forces for Change

•

The landscape character of much of the Culm grasslands is dominated by
wide views, a variety of ﬁeld patterns and visual accents given by the siting
of settlements.

•

Drainage of Culm grasslands to convert land to agriculturally productive
farmland has occurred in many areas in the past.

•

Wet damp conditions have led to road erosion in some areas.

•

The fragmented Culm grassland has a variety of plant communities of
nature-conservation importance, including rush-bedstraw pasture,
bogmoss, heath, purple moorgrass-tormentil mires and fen meadows.

•

Where agricultural management of improved pasture has declined, rushes
often dominate.

•

The level of colour contrast is relatively high with verdant greens of the
pastures dotted with bright highlights from the diverse species within
grasslands and on verges.

•

Tensions can exist between the requirements of nature conservation
designations and traditional farming practices.

•

The landscape has suﬀered little from development in the last century
which is key to its high quality and value.

Hedge management and all non-essential farming operations are in decline
as farms are run with less labour.

•

Historical sense of isolation has been eroded by the introduction of modern
dwellings, mainly bungalows, and large-scale farm buildings. These
buildings often have a form and proportions which sit uncomfortably
within the landscape.

•

The development of the A361 North Devon Link road, although following
the route of the former railway line, has had a disrupting eﬀect on parts of
the landscape

•

Masts are highly visible and add visual discordancy

•

Modern hedgecutting techniques (ﬂailing) impact on species diversity and
wildlife

•

•

Isolated houses and farmsteads have led to high levels of tranquillity and
remoteness with panoramic views and unbroken skylines

•

Dense wide hedgerows are species rich and deﬁne open moorland
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Evaluation
Future Forces for Change
•

•

Increased traﬃc erodes the sides of hedgebanks and hedgerows.

•

New pests and diseases threaten woodland, in particular Sudden Oak
Death ʻPhytophthora ramorumʼ.

•

Development pressures encroaching into the landscape from the larger
settlements.

•

Woodland planting is not integrated into the character of the area as a
whole.

•

There may be pressure to grow corn if ﬁnancially viable.

•

Conversion of land to arable by draining Culm, thus increasing ﬂood risks.

•

•

20th century aﬀorestation and future drive for further UK timber
production.

Tourism related development and land uses such as golf courses, caravan
sites, ﬁsheries and ﬁshing lakes, with increased levels of access.

•

Increased pressure for the development of commercial wind turbines on
elevated plateaux.

•

Uncertainty over future levels of subsidy to support farming on
agriculturally unproductive land.

•

Agri-environment schemes too rigid - not tailored enough to local
conditions (e.g. reduced stocking rates required on designated sites
whilst higher stocking has traditionally been the norm).

•

Feeling of neglect in some locations due to an ongoing decline in the
agricultural economy.

•

Drive for increased domestic food production, putting further pressure
on unimproved agricultural land.

•
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Traditional ﬁeld boundaries may continue to decline through lack of
reinstatement and poor maintenance.

Climate change may lead to more frequent drought conditions threatening
wetland habitats and Culm grasslands. It may also lead to crop failures and
reduced productivity of the farmed landscape.

•

A decline in grazing levels on areas of culm grasslands and wet meadows,
leads to a spread of rank vegetation and scrub.

•

Longer growing season means enhanced growth rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary woodland resulting in a decrease in
remaining areas of heathland and Culm grassland.

•

UK wide policy drive for increased woodland planting to ﬁlter water,
minimise downstream ﬂooding, store carbon dioxide and provide low
carbon fuel sources.

•

Increased demand for wind turbines may have a dominant/negative impact
on landscape.
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LCT 2A Steep wooded scarp slopes

Description
This landscape forms the steep upper slopes which fall
away from the adjacent plateau of the Blackdown Hills and
is located to the east of Mid Devon District. The whole of
the type drains into the River Culm. The tributaries of the
Culm covered by this landscape include Bolham Water and
Madiford River.
Dense woodland, gorse and scrubby vegetation are found
growing on these steep slopes. The hanging woodlands
and forestry, are enclosed and well-wooded and allow very
few views out from the roads and track ways that traverse
the slopes.
There is a strong sense of dampness, with springs and areas
of impeded drainage due to the underlying greensand
layer which varies in thickness across the Blackdown Hills.
This is a remote landscape with few isolated farmsteads
and is generally inaccessible due to the steepness of its
landform and linear nature.
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Key Characteristics
•

The landscape forms the steep upper slopes which fall away from the
adjacent tablelands plateau of the Blackdown Hills. Linear in form, this type
is distinctive with a rugged surface.

•

The slopes drop steeply where the clay and cherts have been undercut
through the erosion of the softer underlying greensand. Over time these
erosion patterns have created distinctive concave slopes, cutting away from
the hilltops.

•

•

•

•
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The greensand layer underlying the landscape is deep enough for extensive
springline mires to develop on the slopes. In these areas the landform is
unstable and ʻshiftsʼ.
Strong sense of dampness, with springs and areas of impeded drainage
created through the geological phenomenon of a porous sponge-like layer
of greensand being sandwiched between two outer crusts of impervious
clay with cherts.
Dense woodland, gorse and healthy vegetation are found growing on
these steep slopes. There are long stretches of linear wet woodland, most
notably surrounding Hackpen Hill, Combe Hill north of Hemyock and on
Gotleigh Moor to the north of Smeatharpe.
Some land within this type has been planted with coniferous plantations
mainly in the ownership of the Forestry Commission, such as Newcombe
Errish Plantation at Blackborough and on Clementʼs Moor on the edges of
Culm Davy hill.

•

Sometimes within these hanging woods the ground is frequently waterlogged and springline mires have become established. These mires are
characterised by wet heathland and unimproved grassland intermixed with
stands of alder carr woodland.

•

The soils, where exposed in ditches and on the edges of roads are either
peat-black and rich or occasionally appear as bands of pure pale greensand.

•

Generally inaccessible landscape due to the steepness of its landform and
its linear nature. However there are many public rights of way crossing the
Blackdown Hills and in some areas the paths follow just below the plateau.

•

This is a remote landscape with no settlements or hamlets, but a few
isolated farmsteads located on the steep slopes below the plateau top.

•

The hanging woodlands and forestry are enclosed and well-wooded and
allow very few views out from the roads and track ways that traverse the
slope. The roads in these locations tend to be sheltered, contained within
the canopies of the surrounding trees. Views from the roads on the edges
of the adjacent plateaus can be long-distance and impressive.

•

The high and heathy land is highly visible in autumn when the heathland
vegetation desiccates and turns bright orange typical of this type of
vegetation, especially when viewed from the M5 motorway.

•

The remnants of isolated farms and barns, long since abandoned, are a
feature of this landscape.

Special Qualities
Special Qualities
Valued woodland - Alder carr wet woodlands and the unimproved (often
undrained) mire vegetation is common within this landscape and is unique
and of high ecological value.

•

Pond creation within smallholdings has brought about some localised
changes, although not easily seen are a threat to the stability of the slopes.

•

Loss of trees in hedgerows.

•

Hidden secret landscape which contrasts with the open plateau LCT 1A.

•

•

Steep slopes with narrow lanes dropping down enclosed by woodland.

ʻImprovementsʼ such as widening of lanes and increased traﬃc erodes the
sides of hedgebanks and hedgerows.

•

Spring line mires and wet nature.

•

Amalgamation of ﬁelds has led to loss of hedges.

•

Historic quarries and whetstone mines.

•

•

Small, irregular ﬁelds with distinctive hedgerows.

New pests and diseases threaten woodland, in particular Sudden Oak Death
ʻPhytophthora ramorumʼ which is known to have infected large areas of
larch species at Knighshayes.

•

Modern hedgecutting techniques (ﬂailing) impact on wildlife.

•

Past Forces for Change
•

•

It is not unusual for the land to slump at times after heavy rain and for
the roads crossing the green sand to show signs of the unstable land
underneath their surfaces through ﬁssures and cracks that require regular
redressing.
The quality of the landscape has been enhanced in recent years through
the resurgence of hedge laying in the Blackdowns. This has been in
response to both government ﬁnancial incentives and through a high level
of goodwill and motivation within the community and groups such as
Devon Rural Skills Trust and Blackdown Hills Hedge Association that have
encouraged the redevelopment of traditional farming and countryside
skills.

Future Forces for Change
•

The creation of more large-scale ponds may detract from the character of
the type.

•

Inappropriate conversion of barns, using modern materials and poor
treatments of visible timber could potentially threaten the character.

•

Climate change may lead to longer growing season and enhanced growth
rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary woodland
resulting in a further scrubbing up of hedgebanks and rough grazing land.
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LCT 3A Upper farmed and wooded valley slopes

Description
The steeply rolling landform of this landscape type is
located predominantly within the Exe Valley and Taw valley
environs. The majority of this landscape type drains into
the Exe Valley and is characterised by lush and fertile land
giving rise to extensive tracts of medium-scale ﬁelds of
permanent pasture. Dense, beech hedgerows are wellmanaged and bound regularly shaped, medium to largescale enclosures of pasture.
Although this is a landscape dominated by small-scale
farming, there are a few notable estates, including
Hockworthy Court Hall, Huntsham Court and Holcombe
Court (situated east of the River Exe).
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Key Characteristics
•

The tops of the hills tend to be convex and rounded forming ridges with
gently dipped valley slopes, which in a few places become sheer steep
slopes.

•

The landscape is deﬁned by moderately dry, fertile smooth slopes running
into small-scale vales with a damp character.

•

•

The landscape is characterised by lush and fertile land giving rise to
extensive tracts of medium-scale ﬁelds of permanent pasture. Many
of these grasslands are semi-improved, particularly where the land is
suﬃciently steep to prevent any agricultural operations that might be
employed to increase productivity. Most of the pastures are grazed in
summer with cows being the predominant livestock. Many ﬁelds on the
slopes and ﬂatter hilltops are cultivated for arable crops.
On the lower slopes there is often a damp character and wet ﬂushes and
springs are both frequent and characteristic. Within the Blackdown Hills
east of the district bogs are a feature of the landscape, with some ﬁelds
waterlogged in winter following prolonged heavy rain. Consequently,

•

Beech hedgerows are well-managed and dense bounding regularly
shaped, medium to large-scale enclosures of pasture. Trees are abundant
in hedgebanks and hedgerows, and mature specimens are often present
within centres of ﬁelds.

•

Ridge-top hedgebanks that run along the highest ground with ﬁeld
compartments dropping away from the ridge, separate the landform into
regular ﬁelds. Some of these boundaries are of great antiquity and
often form parish boundaries. Many of these hilltop hedges are historically
formed trackways with parallel hedges deﬁning their routes.

•

There are extensive conservation areas covering the historic cores of many
of the villages and settlements found within this landscape. There are a
high number of listed buildings, with some traditional farmsteads being
intact and displaying ﬁne examples of traditional Devon longhouses,
linhays, barns and cobb or stone walls.

•

The isolated farms, rural cottages and farm buildings are located on the
hillsides and tend to be visually prominent in the landscape. They are often

rough pasture and smaller areas of carr woodland are also a characteristic
as is wet grass heathland.
•

•

•
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On the steeper slopes often deciduous woodland presides. There is the occasional coniferous plantation, otherwise mostly deciduous copses. Coniferous plantations include Huntsham Wood and Mere Down at Huntsham.
There are also patches of semi-natural vegetation including stands of gorse
and bracken.
Notable estates include Holcombe Court, Huntsham Court and Hockworthy Court. Huntsham Castle, a former settlement and Bampton (motte and
bailey) Castle are Scheduled Ancient Monuments and important landmarks
within the type.

connected by tracks or lanes which add to the simple and repeated patterns. Larger settlements are connected by winding, bending narrow roads.
•

There are a number of long-distance views from one hilltop to another in
this landscape.

•

Roads are generally absent from the slopes, being sited in the main on the
hilltops, where they cross the gentler slopes.

•

The hilltop enclosures tend to be more regular in shape and form and are
characteristic of late 19th century parliamentary enclosures. Some of this
late enclosure land was formerly managed as open heathland and down, as
reﬂected in hill and place names, as Mere, Beer and Bampton Downs.

Evaluation
Special Qualities

Future Forces for Change

•

Organic, textured, visually interesting landscape pattern.

•

•

Important ancient woodland and copses.

Development pressure from people moving to the area and in response to
demand for aﬀordable housing, with modern housing developed within
and on the edges of historic settlements.

•

Secluded lanes with sparse traﬃc traversing an undulating often steep
landscape.

•

Amalgamation of ﬁelds has led to loss of hedges.

•

Smallscale historic settlements and farms, often picturesque.

•

Variable management of Devon hedgebanks and hedgerows ‒ with some
sections overgrown with bracken and brambles.

•

Good network of public rights of way including regional/promoted routes
often using historic green lanes.

•

Uncertain future for the agricultural economy ‒ levels of future funding
support and market prices for farmed products is unknown.

•

Small, picturesque, archetypical ʻDevonʼ farmland.

•

Continued trend in hobby farming and equine enterprises potentially leading to a further dilution of traditional farming practices in the landscape.

Past Forces for Change
•

The development of telecommunications masts at Bradleigh Down,
and Calverleigh disrupt the landscape character .

•

Climate change may lead to more frequent drought conditions leading to
crop failures and reduced productivity of the farmed landscape.

•

Large-scale farm buildings are a recent change to the landscape;
intensifying the sense of this being an actively farmed rural landscape.

•

•

Intensiﬁed agricultural farming practices/techniques such as increased use
of fertiliser and pesticides.

Climate change may lead to longer growing season and enhanced growth
rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary woodland
resulting in a further scrubbing up of hedgebanks and rough grazing land.

•

Higher demand for domestic food production leading to a further
expansion in areas of arable and horticultural production, loss of rough
grazing land and potential impacts on water quality.

•

New pests and diseases such as ʻSudden Oak Deathʼ threaten woodland.

•

Climate change may lead to trees becoming damaged by increasing
frequency and magnitude of storm events and summer drought,
potentially drying out wet woodlands and valley mires.

•

Decline in traditional woodland management, leading to a reduction in the
species and age diversity of the landscapeʼs important semi-natural
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woodlands.

•

Loss in number and extent of traditional orchards.

•

Increase in traﬃc levels on rural roads.

•

Ongoing decline in traditional skills including hedge laying and thatching,
with associated impacts on landscape character and the built vernacular.

