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Description

The main extent of this type  is concentrated in a broad 
block of land located in the western part of the district 
north of Crediton and to the eastern part of the district 
between Tiverton, Cullompton and Culmstock. 

This is a gently rolling and strongly undulating landscape 
which is broadly characterised by intensively farmed 
light soils, derived from the underlying sandstones, 
creating easily managed land that is versatile and enables 
agricultural operations to be wide ranging and for these 
farms to be productive. 

LCT 3B Lower rolling farmed and settled valley slopes
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• This is a gently rolling and strongly undulating landscape with low-lying 
land adjacent to the rivers in a series of irregular rolling hills.

• Characterised by a tightly rolling, medium to small scale landform. The 
landscape has generally been carved away by tributaries of the River Exe, 
Taw, Creedy and Culm to create smooth convex slopes with a uniformity 
of slope angle and scale of the resultant hills.

• The drainage patterns within this landscape are defi ning characteristics key 
to both the resultant landform and vegetation patterns. The sources of 
rivers create a lush damp character with rushes in the valleys and lower 
slopes. The stream channels emerging from the valley heads are small in 
scale and are little more than fi eld ditches that are seasonally wet.

• Woodlands are mixed with dense scrubby undergrowth, giving a well-
wooded character. Where this well-wooded characteristic is found there 
is a strong sense of enclosure. Towards the south and west of the district, 
woodland cover is extensive.

• Hedgerows are well-managed and dense bounding regular and irregular 
shaped, medium to large-scale enclosures of pasture.

• This is primarily a pastoral fertile farmland, predominantly improved 
pasture with some arable. The more improved and intensively managed 
areas have undergone fi eld amalgamation, disrupting the intimate scale 
of this landscape.

• Much of this landscape is characterised by the Red Devon Sandstone giving 
great soil fertility for arable farming.

• Tightly clipped wide hedgerows unify the landscape creating distinct and 
harmonious patterns when viewed from distant vantage points.

• There are a mixture of buildings styles present from traditional cob render, 
slate or thatched roofs to Victorian and modern. 

• Roads are mostly winding with bends that are frequently sunken.

• Historically there are a number of important features within this landscape 
such as Hemyock Castle which is an important village centre landmark and 
Scheduled Ancient Monument.

• Notable visible features include stone walling remnants, allotments and 
smallholdings. Sometimes intermittent hedgerows with wooden fencing or 
wire and post boundary treatments are also present.

• Tree rows enclosing fi elds and within open fi elds add interesting vertical 
rhythms and make a varied textured landscape.

• This is a landscape with high degrees of variation in terms of the levels of 
visual containment. Open vistas and also framed views can be obtained 
from many routes. However, within the valleys the level of enclosure is high, 
and consequently there are very few open views within or out, due to the 
dense hedge network, extensive woodland and the incised form of the 
landform, creating intimate spaces. 

• There are medium to large scale commercial and intensive farms with 
modern buildings and isolated farmsteads

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• Well-wooded and pastoral character created by the combination of 
regular patterns of dense hedges containing, permanent, grazed pastures 
and deciduous woodlands.

• Patterns are strong and distinct and look unifi ed and harmonious, 
particularly when viewed from distant vantage points.

• Distant views with no or little development on top of hills.

• A remote landscape with distinctive convex upper slopes with valued red 
rich fertile farmland, distinctive of the Devon Redlands.

• Lovely mature oaks and other hardwood trees in hedgerows.

• Many water related features such as springs, drains and ditches. These 
brooks dictate where settlement grew.

Past Forces for Change
• More improved and intensively managed areas have undergone fi eld 
amalgamation, disrupting the intimate scale of this landscape. 

• Major transport routes exist in this area, such as the mainline Exeter to 
London railway, the M5 and the A38 link road. These routes cut across the 
grain of the landscape.

• Continued trend in hobby farming and equine enterprises sometimes lead-
ing to a further dilution of traditional farming practices in the landscape.

• Introduction of energy crops in the landscape such as Miscanthus in a 
response to increased market demand responding to carbon reduction 
policies.

• Development pressure on fringes of large towns such as Tiverton and 
Cullompton.

Evaluation

Future Forces for Change
• Changes in farming including diversifi cation, decrease in number of larger 
scale farms, with an increase in the number of non-farming activities and 
pressure for new dwellings for smaller farms or businesses.

• Uncertain future for the agricultural economy ‒ levels of future funding 
support and market prices for farmed products is unknown.

• Climate change may lead to more frequent drought conditions leading 
to crop failures and reduced productivity of the farmed landscape.

• Higher demand for domestic food production leading to a further 
expansion in areas of arable and horticultural production, loss of rough 
grazing land and potential impacts on water quality.

• Climate change may lead to new crops more suited to higher summer tem-
peratures such as sunfl owers, navy beans, soya, lupins, borage and evening 
primrose and vineyards.

• Continuing decline in rural skills such as woodland management and 
hedge laying.

• Solar farms on south facing slopes.

• Continued development pressure, particularly due to proximity of M5 
corridor and link road.

• Ongoing increase in commuting and visitor traffi  c requiring traffi  c manage-
ment and road engineering works out of keeping with the character of the 
landscape’s narrow rural lanes. 

• Increase in domestic tourism with associated demands for new facilities and 
infrastructure, farm conversions and caravan/camping sites.
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Description

This landscape consists of rivers or streams and related fl at 
or gently sloping valley bottoms found within the low-
lying areas of the District. This type extends over the valley 
fl oors of the Rivers Culm, Exe, Taw, Yeo, Creedy, Dart and 
Batherm. It also covers the low lying plains of the Grand 
Western Canal corridor.

Villages and hamlets are characteristically found alongside 
the rivers and there are a number of prominent landuses 
associated with the river, such as mills, fi sh farms and 
factories. 

There is also a high number of locally valued features 
present such as meadows, bridges and weirs.

LCT 3C Sparsely settled farmed valley fl oors
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• Low-lying fl ood plains of the lower reaches and broader parts of the river 
valleys. A medium to small scale landscape, characterised by relatively 
narrow strips of gently sloping or level land with a smooth surface 
topography.

• This landscape has an inherently damp character. In places this damp 
character becomes wet, with sinuous rivers meandering across the plains. 
Some streams diverge, and the split channels create wetland, and a number 
of water bodies.

• The soils and surface geology strongly relate to the presence of the rivers, 
with alluvium and valley silts, gravels and sands. 

• Towards the south of the district the landscape is agriculturally improved 
with extensive arable cultivation in fi elds of a larger scale due mainly to fi eld 
amalgamation.

• The woodland patterns tend to be sinuous, with small-scale scattered 
deciduous stands. Tree cover along the riverbanks creates a sense of spatial 
enclosure, with species, including alder, ash, oak and hawthorn. 

• This is a pastoral landscape with locally improved grasslands within a 
mosaic of generally grazed and rough meadows.  The fi eld vegetation 
tends to be mixed with marshy areas of rushes, which become more 
scattered on the drier, better-drained land. 

• This landscape experiences greater levels of enclosure due to woodland 
and the rising landform. Hedges and hedgerow trees further reduce the 
level of visibility particularly on the narrower sections. Where the valleys 
broaden towards the south, the levels of visibility and available views 
increase and the landscape has a more open and exposed character.

• The hamlets and roadside cottages are linked by a network of winding 
lanes narrowly contained by high hedges on banks. Some are sunken 
lanes. There are some public rights of way, however this is an inherently 
inaccessible and isolated landscape.

• Settlements within this landscape tend to have developed over time by 
spreading up onto higher land away from the rivers, rather than along their 
banks. Historically building materials are stone and cob with thatched roofs 
which have often been replaced by either slate or tile.

• There are a number of prominent land uses adjacent to the river such as 
paper and feed mills at Thorverton, Cullompton and Uff culme, the textile 
factory, school and college at Tiverton, the fi sh farm at Exebridge and Upton 
as well as the mills and industrial estate at Fordton.

• Villages and hamlets are also characteristically found alongside the rivers. 
Where these ribbon developments and hamlets line the rivers, such as at 
Eggesford on the Taw, there are small-scale pastures that have a domesti-
cated and garden character.

• Transport routes through this landscape are highly visible. Characteristi-
cally roads follow the valley fl oor edge, above the risk of fl ood. Some of the 
minor roads have stonewalls or hedges separating the valley from the valley 
sides and there are many stone bridges crossing the rivers.

• The mainline train from Penzance to London runs through the Culm Valley 
within the district and the Tarka line runs through the Taw valley from Bury 
Bridge. Bridges, weirs and stone-faced cuttings of historic railway interest, 
create consistent and repeated patterns throughout this type.

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• The river generally forms the boundary to fi elds, with its meandering and 
sinuous shape creating organic forms which contrast with the straight 
hedges elsewhere.

• This is a landscape that is often perceived to be both impressive and 
interesting. A strong sense of harmony is created through the repeated and 
regular fi eld patterns and the river valleys are typically tranquil, being both 
still and silent away from roads.

• High number of locally valued features present such as the meadows, 
bridges and weirs with ancient settlements and traditionally a long 
industrial history.

• Both local people and tourists using the road (the A396 in particular), appre-
ciate the tranquillity and isolation. The Exe Valley way and the Tarka Trail are 
important valued routes popular with local people and visitors for informal 
recreation such as walking, fi shing, cycling, horse riding and trekking.

• Many cottages and farmsteads contain a number of impressive traditional 
farm buildings in the local dark red sandstone with slate roofs.

• Changes due to seasonal fl ooding which give rise to valued wet meadows 
and associated wildlife such as deer. 

• Historic Culm valley railway with mills and dairy.

• Trees and woodlands trace the watercourse’s sinuous patterns, creating a 
sense of enclosure.

Past forces for change
• Fences are often a new addition to the landscape, frequently found in the 
more agrarian areas, and form a non-characteristic feature that disrupts the 
traditional small to medium scale patterns.

• Unmanaged land, that looks unkempt, is sometimes a feature of the 
landscape often adjacent to well-managed yet rough pastoral and 
sometimes cultivated land forming contrasts.

• Traditional farm buildings can often be in a poor state of repair or converted 
to dwellings, some not very sympathetically to the original vernacular 
architecture.

• A line of large-scale high tensile pylons is present within Grand Western 
Canal corridor, which are highly visible from both within and far beyond the 
landscape adding visual discordancy.

• Historical fi eld amalgamation has disrupted the inherently small to medium 
scale patterns.

• In sections of the Culm Valley, the M5 and mainline railway disrupt the 
tranquillity and inherent characteristics of the landscape to a high degree. 
These linear routes have fragmented and generally disrupted the fi eld and 
landscape patterns.

• Peace and tranquillity occasionally interrupted by forestry operations, for 
instance the use of chainsaws.

Evaluation
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Future forces for change
• Much of this landscape lies within the fl oodplain, which will be highly 
vulnerable to increased fl ooding occurrences due to climate change.

• Climate change may lead to potential drying out of important valley 
bottom habitats including neutral grasslands, wetlands, wet meadows, 
marsh, rush pasture and valley mire due to higher summer temperatures 
and lower rainfall, aff ecting their functions in reducing fl ood risk in the 
winter months.

• Development pressure from larger settlements leads to higher water 
supply demands, impacting on water levels and causing potential demand 
for reservoirs.

• Intensifi cation of agriculture on more fertile valley pastures to meet rising 
food demands, leading to an increased risk of pollution and fl ooding.

• Increased autumn and winter precipitation levels lead to higher water and 
consequential increases in fl ood risk in their lower catchments.

• Historic features may fall into disrepair.

• Climate change may lead to longer growing season and enhanced growth 
rates of vegetation resulting in a further scrubbing up of hedgebanks and 
rough grazing land.

• Climate change may lead to a spread of non-native and alien species in 
response to a changing climate.

Evaluation

• Ongoing decline in management including coppicing, damage by deer 
and infl ux of invasive species aff ecting the biodiversity of the landscape’s 
woodlands.

• Loss of traditional orchards along riversides in favour of timber plantations 
or productive farmland.
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Description

This landscape is typically present in the Crediton area 
and east of the River Culm. It has an open, low lying fl at 
landscape and is a prosperous agricultural area. 

Primarily managed as arable farmland with some areas of 
improved grassland. This is a traditional Devon landscape 
where the Redlands characteristics are superimposed on 
the rolling landform of the Culm giving great soil fertility.

There are some early but islolated settlements that 
harmonise with the landscape. Notable estates and manor 
houses within the area have important visual relationships 
to the broader landscape and designed vistas.

LCT 3E Lowland Plains
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• The landscape is dotted with large-scale farmsteads which tend to be 
located on the rolling sides of the land, above the valley fl oor. Villages tend 
to be located either near to valley crossing points or on the higher ground. 
Modern steel framed farm buildings are sited alongside the more traditional 
farm building style of cob and thatch. 

• The tree cover is enriched by parks around small manor houses. There are 
two notable estates at Crediton present within the landscape, Creedy Park 
and Shobrooke Park. To the east of the district there are two parklands in-
cluding Bridwell Park and Bradfi eld House, Uff culme. These have a parkland 
and large-scale pastoral character created through the absence of hedges 
and are characterful of clump tree planting within extensive shelterbelts.

• Views are highly variable. The landscape is semi-open with some long 
extensive views aff orded from on top of hilltops. Where hedges are high 
views are mostly framed or confi ned with glimpses into and out only 
present from fi eld gate openings.

• Historic features include Cadbury Castle between and to the west of 
Thorverton and Tiverton, hill clumps and the parklands near Crediton, as 
well as historic village centres with conservation area status.

• Roads are straight or very gently winding in nature and characterised by 
narrow routes that are lined with traditional hedgebanks. Land is tradition-
ally highly valued for agriculture, and very little waste in the form of verges 
and wide roads.

• The landscape typically has short vistas terminated by a backdrop of 
curving hills with occasional long views from prominent locations, giving 
rise to a patchwork of irregular shaped fi elds with green pastures.

• Gently rolling middle ground to lowland with smooth, rounded hilltops that 
have concave lower and convex upper slopes.

• Primarily managed as arable farmland with some areas of improved 
grassland. Mixed farming is the main agrarian pattern, with ley grassland 
forming an important part of the rotation of crops including barley, wheat, 
cabbage, corn and oil seed rape.

• For the most part it is characterised by the Red Devon Sandstone giving 
great soil fertility for arable farming resulting in Grade 1 and Grade 2 
agricultural land classifi cation.

• An agrarian landscape with medium to large scale fi eld patterns. 

• Fields are divided by hedgerows and hedgebanks, with the hedges 
forming spines along the rolling hills, with rib-like hedges crossing the 
convex slopes down into the valleys.  These hedges are distinctive in their 
regularity and simplicity.

• Hedgerow trees are infrequent within the type. Individual trees within 
amalgamated fi elds indicate the positions of lost hedges.

• Copses and discrete woodlands are characteristic.  In some areas the fi elds 
are defi ned by hedgerow trees with isolated clumps of trees on hillsides or 
ridge lines. Posbury Clump, a hilltop group of trees, is particularly visually 
prominent, forming a local landmark.

• Whilst there are a number of outlying, regularly distributed farms and 
villages, hamlets and small groups of houses, this is generally a sparsely 
populated area.

• Some orchards, once typical of the area, remain and there are small areas of 
market gardening.

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• The arable landscape provides an attractive textured patchwork with a 
strong sense of seasonal variety. Where the land is freshly ploughed the rich 
red soils, characteristic of the underlying sandstone are revealed, strongly 
contrasting with the verdant greens of the land cover.

• A highly fertile arable landscape which is valued for its contribution to the 
agrarian character and quality of Mid Devon.

• It is a landscape of mixed farming but, as the land rises to the Culm, pasture 
predominates and the red soils disappear. These fi elds are occasionally 
interspersed with ploughed yellow ochre soil of the Culm Measures or rich 
red soil from the red sandstone.

• Notable estates and manor houses within the area have important visual 
relationships to the broader landscape and designed vistas.

• Intact orchards once prevalent within the landscape are a valued asset.

• Wide open spaces with great landscape views.

• Historic interest with archaeology and celtic settlements.

• Roads follow land contours and complement natural features for instance 
running alongside the valley fl oor, around hills and between fi eld patterns.

• Valued hedgerows with mature hardwood trees in hedgebanks.

Past Forces for Change
• A number of fi elds have undergone fi eld amalgamation, and a signifi cant 
number of hedges are perceived to be gappy and in poor condition, 
particularly where stock are no longer grazed and the overall farming 
patterns are no longer mixed with arable and pasture for livestock.

• Little new woodland planted.

• In places the simple patterns of the landscape have been disrupted through 
the inappropriate siting of modern agricultural buildings, particularly those 
used for poultry housing and the associated vertical tower feed-bins that 
accompany the single large, or many smaller metal framed sheds.

• In some areas, such as Shillingford Vale, large scale planting of short 
rotational coppice masks the inherent pastoral cultural patterns.

• The loss of traditional orchards has led to decline of species variety and of 
a valued asset.

• Development which does not maintain the existing settlement pattern of 
individual farmsteads or nucleated villages and their associated vernacular.

• Continued development pressure, particularly due to proximity of M5 
corridor and link road within Culm Valley area.

• Decline in old tunnel-like Devon hedgerows that acted as important 
ecological corridors for wildlife such as dormice.

• Introduction of energy crops in the landscape such as ‘Miscanthus’ in 
response to increased market demand, responding to carbon reduction 
policies.

• Increased demand for UK food production leading to a further expansion of 
land under arable production, leading to fi eld enlargement, loss of Devon 
banks and a decrease in water quality.

Evaluation



64

Future Forces for Change
• Uncertain future for the agricultural economy ‒ levels of future funding 
support and market prices for farmed products is unknown .

• Continued trend in hobby farming and equine enterprises potentially lead-
ing to a further dilution of traditional farming practices in the landscape. 

• Climate change may lead to potential drying out of important valley bot-
tom habitats including neutral grasslands, marsh, rush pasture and valley 
mire due to higher summer temperatures and lower rainfall.

• Increase in domestic tourism with associated demands for new facilities and 
infrastructure, as well as an increase in traffi  c levels, farm conversions and 
the siting of caravan/camping sites.

• Ongoing increase in commuting and visitor traffi  c requiring traffi  c manage-
ment and road engineering works out of keeping with the character of the 
landscape’s narrow rural lanes. 

• If landscape degrades it becomes vulnerable to development.

• Climate change may lead to more frequent drought conditions leading to 
crop failures and reduced productivity of the farmed landscape.

• Climate change may lead to new crops more suited to higher summer 
temperatures such as sunfl owers, navy beans, soya, lupins, borage, evening 
primrose and vineyards.

• Increased demand for UK food production leading to a further expansion of 
land under arable production ‒ leading to fi eld enlargement, loss of Devon 
banks and a decrease in water quality.

Evaluation

• Increased demand for wind turbines may have a dominant/negative impact 
on landscape in particular areas.

• Changes in farming including diversifi cation, decrease in number of larger 
scale farms, with an increase in the number of non-farming activities and 
pressure for new dwellings for smaller farms or businesses.

• Increased demand for bio-energy crops, including short rotation coppice 
(as seen in Shillingford Vale) as well as a drive towards active woodland 
management to produce woodfuel as a low carbon fuel source.
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Description

This landscape is mainly located to the east and west of 
the River Exe, and River Taw within the district. These river 
valleys, of which the Exe is the largest, have steep, wooded 
sides. In the upper valleys, particularly in summer, there 
is a very strong sense of enclosure within a lush valley 
landscape containing attractive, fast fl owing streams.

Some of the main areas of trees are ancient semi-natural 
woodland. These are historically important fragments that 
are left over by farmers where the slopes were considered 
too steep for cultivation. A particularly fi ne example is the 
area of woodland to the south of Tiverton, east of the River 
Exe, in and around Back’s Wood.

Includes area to the west of the District - ‘Eggesford Forest’ 
- which consists of mainly substantial conifer plantations on 
steeply sloping sides of the valley of the River Taw. 

LCT 3G River valley slopes and combes
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• This landscape of valley sides and valley fl oors, is strongly undulating with 
a variety of sloping land, sometimes incised, steeply rising and sometimes 
more gradual in character. A tightly rolling, medium to small scale landform, 
this landscape has generally been carved away by tributaries of the Rivers 
Exe, Taw and Creedy.

• Well-wooded and pastoral character created by the combination of regu-
lar patterns of dense hedges containing permanent, grazed pastures and 
deciduous woodlands, often ancient woodland (woodland aged 300-400 
years old). Dark green swathes of coniferous woodland  are also a dominant 
feature.

• The drainage patterns are defi ning characteristics key to both the resultant 
landform and vegetation. The sources of rivers in the incised valley heads 
are characterised by a lush damp character. The stream channels emerging 
from the valley heads are small in scale and have a meandering dendritic 
form. The landscape is defi ned by the moderately dry, fertile smooth slopes 
running into small-scale vales with a damp character.

• Woodlands are predominantly characterised by oak and extensive decidu-
ous tree species. Backs Wood is a notable example of ancient woodland. 
Other ancient woodlands found within this type include patches of wood-
land such as Westbrook Wood adjacent to the River Exe stretching from 
Bolham to OakfordBridge. These ancient woodlands are frequently very 
diverse and often contain rare or unusual species due to the low level of 
physical disturbance. 

• Copses with a dense scrubby undergrowth are widespread. Where a well-
wooded characteristic presides, there is a strong sense of enclosure and the 
landform characteristics are emphasised by the wooded outlines of the hills.

• The scale is small to medium and the combination of the incised landform 
and repeated medium scale and fi eld patterns give the landscape a 
relatively enclosed character. 

• Hedgerows are often untrimmed and dense bounding regularly shaped, 
variable scale enclosures of pasture.  Some fi elds are smaller and narrow, 
giving a linear form. 

• Hedges are often tall and thick with intermittent trees that frame the nar-
row winding sunken roads and restrict views in and out of the landscape. 
Views are also generally limited due to vegetation and the typography of 
the landscape, providing only odd glimpses across the valley slopes.

• Soil erosion with red sandstone soil exposed is sometimes a feature on 
steeper slopes. The underlying red soils are apparent through buildings and 
the infrequent stone walls. However, there is a general lack of cultivation 
due to the steep landform profi les. 

• Settlements are small and are not a visually dominant feature, as they tend 
to be nestled into the rolling landform.

• Rushes in the valley bottoms and lower slopes with characterful stone 
bridges and open water are all characteristics of this landscape.

• This is a landscape with high degrees of variation in terms of the levels of 
visual containment. Within the valleys and stream heads the enclosure is 
high, and consequently there are very few open views within or out of the 
type. Across the river valleys some longer views are aff orded to the oppo-
site slopes. A few of these vantage points have historic features located on 
the hilltops, indicating the defensive value of these vantages in protecting 
the surrounding farmlands.

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• Patterns are strong and distinct and look unifi ed and harmonious, 
particularly when viewed from distant vantage points. 

• The lack of extensive settlements and the relative isolation of farms and 
small-scale villages in this landscape type create a strong sense of serenity.

• This is both an impressive and ‘beautiful’ landscape that is colourful and has 
textural variety in the land cover and traditional land uses.

• Woodlands are highly valued for their colours and textures and give an 
intimate, secretive feel to the landscape.

• The presence of rivers and streams are important for providing wildlife 
habitats and for recreational uses.

Past Forces for Change
• The disused quarry, near Cove, is a large-scale sheer stone face and is a 
dramatic feature within the landscape.

• Some fl ooding of fi elds and roads.

• Decline in traditional woodland management techniques such as coppicing 
and pollarding and a spread of invasive species has aff ected the biodiversity 
of the landscape’s woodlands. Deer damage is also an issue.

• Heavy farm traffi  c on the landscape’s narrow, winding roads has led to 
vehicular damage to roadside hedges and woodland.

• Loss of traditional orchards.

• Flytipping occurs.

• Removal of species-rich Devon banks to support agricultural intensifi cation, 
through fi eld amalgamation.

Evaluation

Future Forces for Change
• Increased tourism and associated river activities such as angling, walking 
alongside river, kayaking & canoeing, leads to increased traffi  c fl ows on rural 
roads and requirements for associated facilities and infrastructure.

• Climate change may lead to summer drought potentially drying out wet 
woodland and valley mires, aff ecting their functions in capturing carbon 
dioxide and storing water, (to prevent downstream fl ooding).

• Climate change may lead to longer growing season and enhanced growth 
rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary woodland 
resulting in a further scrubbing of rough grazing land.

• Climate change may lead to change in woodland / tree species composi-
tion as new pests/diseases spread and species intolerant of water level 
extremes die back.  Individual trees may become more susceptible to 
damage from the increasing frequency and magnitude of storm events.

• Decline in grazing levels on steep valley sides, leading to a spread of 
bracken and gorse, scrub and secondary woodland.

• Increased demand for bioenergy crops, including short rotation coppice as 
well as drive towards active woodland management to produce woodfuel 
as a low carbon fuel source.

• Increased risk of fl ooding due to climate change and reduced water quality 
from increased public use and farming techniques.

• Peace and tranquillity interrupted by main roads running along the lower 
valley slopes.

• Government drive for increased aff orestation.

• No predator control (eg. minks).



70



71

Description

This landscape is characterised by a series of small to 
medium scale narrow valleys that extend from the plateaux 
down over steep valley sides towards the low lying 
valley bottoms. Deciduous woodlands, including ancient 
woodland and coniferous plantations dominate the steep 
slopes and narrow bottoms of the valleys.

There are a number of notable archaeological features 
within the landscape such as Huntsham Castle and many 
of the isolated farms and dwellings are of local historical 
importance, frequently constructed from local materials 
including stone, cob and thatch. 

LCT 3H Secluded valley
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• Valley side and valley fl oor, strongly undulating and steeply sloping variety 
of sloping land, sometimes very steep, sometimes with a more gradual 
variable character.

• The valleys are characterised by a convex and round form towards the tops 
that become concave at the bottoms of the slopes. In places the slopes are 
as steep as 1:2 and exposed rock is sometimes evident.

• Valley bottoms are narrow with a wet and damp character. Drains are often 
present at the bottom of the relatively narrow spaces with meandering 
small streams. There tends to be little or no defi ned fl oodplain or valley 
bottom.

• Scrub and woodland dominate the steep slopes and narrow bottoms of the 
valleys. Heathland is occasionally present on the higher slopes within fi elds 
that generally have a pastoral character. On the lower slopes and within the 
valley bottoms, rushes and riparian species are common within a mosaic of 
scrub woodland and unimproved grassland.

• Woodland is extensive and characterised by upland oak woodlands such as 
Skilgate Wood at Beer Down in Huntsham and the Knightshayes parkland 
environs. A notable wet woodland can be found at Huntsham Castle.

• Coniferous plantations are widespread within the landscape. In the east 
of the district conifers wrap round the valley sides and include Huntsham 
Wood. Whilst it continues the theme of the well-wooded character, this 
land cover creates a dark and massive form that contrasts with the more 
traditional and lighter outlines of the indigenous oak woodlands.

• Tree lines on hedgebanks and sinuous lines of streamside trees add to the 
well-wooded and enclosed character.

• The woods at Cruwys Morchard and Templeton are notable examples of 
ancient oak woodland. Other examples of ancient woodland include the 
Great Wood west of Oakford, large tracts of woodland west of Stoodleigh, 
tracts of woodland adjacent to Little Dart River (near Chawleigh) and wood-
land adjacent to the Iron Mill Stream. These ancient woodlands are home to 
rare and threatened species, more than any other UK habitat. 

• The settlement pattern is simple and dispersed with isolated dwellings 
tucked into the valley sides. Villages and hamlets tend to be linear in form, 
following the roads that frequently are located above the fl oodplain.

• Bridges and fords cross the watercourses and roads run up through the 
bottoms of the larger valleys, and create a break in the otherwise isolated 
nature of the landscape.

• Minor lanes crossing the valleys are steep and winding, with hairpin bends, 
and are enclosed by woodland and trees in adjacent hedgebanks. The land-
scape is generally not very accessible due to the steepness of the landform 
and vegetation with few public rights of way.

• There are a number of notable archaeological features within the landscape 
such as Huntsham Castle which has strong visual and physical connections, 
overlooking the valley.

• Many of the isolated farms and dwellings are of local historical importance, 
frequently constructed from local materials including stone, cob and thatch. 
They are typically traditional Devon farmhouses with outbuildings and 
barns, refl ecting the agrarian nature of the district. 

• Overhanging trees frequently frame the narrow winding road and restrict 
views creating a tunnel eff ect. Views tend to be small scale and confi ned, 
only allowing odd glimpses across the valleys.

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• A landscape that is perceived to be generally peaceful and secluded.

• A number of features valued as historic features or for ecological value and 
interest. Also valued as an area of scenic beauty.

• Traditional Devon landscape with distinct hedgerows and woodland.

• Important wildlife haven with a rich mosaic of water, hedges, small fi elds 
and narrow sunken lanes.

• High levels of enclosure from woodland and hedge boundaries give a 
secretive, intimate feeling to the landscape.

• Tranquil and remote landscape with isolated farmsteads and small-scale 
villages present.

Past Forces for Change
• When the forestry is cropped and cleared, it is likely that the landscape will 
experience some medium term adverse eff ects that will have a signifi cant 
eff ect on the character.

• Amalgamation of fi elds has led to loss of hedges.

• Removal of species-rich Devon banks to support agricultural intensifi cation, 
with fencing replacing traditional boundaries in some locations.

• Heavy farm traffi  c on the landscape’s narrow, winding roads can lead to 
vehicular damage to roadside hedges and woodland.

• Development which does not maintain the existing settlement pattern.

Future Forces for Change
• Change in woodland/tree species composition as new pests/diseases 
spread. Individual trees may become more susceptible to damage from the 
increasing frequency and magnitude of storm events.

• Climate change may lead to longer growing season and enhanced growth 
rates of vegetation including bracken, gorse and secondary woodland 
resulting in a further scrubbing up of hedgebanks and rough grazing land.

• Decline in woodland management including coppicing and pollarding, 
and spread of invasive species aff ecting the biodiversity of the landscape’s 
woodlands. 

• Decline in grazing levels on steep valley sides, leading to a spread of 
bracken and gorse, scrub and secondary woodland.

• More intense summer drought due to climate change may lead to a drying 
out of wetland habitats, aff ecting their functions in sequestering carbon 
and storing water (to prevent downstream fl ooding).

• Increased autumn and winter precipitation levels leading to higher water 
levels and consequentially increases in fl ood risk in their lower catchment.

• Risk of reduced water quality from increased public use and farming 
techniques and increased risk of fl ooding due to climate change.

• Recreation pressures and increasing levels of traffi  c on rural roads. 

• Peace and tranquillity interrupted by main roads and forestry operations 
such as the use of chainsaws

Evaluation
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Description

This landscape type extends across the most south-western 
parts of the district. There is a strong cultural association 
with the adjacent landscape of Dartmoor that forms part 
of the setting of the moor and is very important to its value 
and appreciation.

The southern most areas drain south into the River 
Teign on the edge of Dartmoor. There is a strong sense 
of isolation with far reaching views from higher areas. 
The repeated patterns of the irregularly hedge enclosed 
fi elds creates inherent pastoral patterns that are clear and 
discernable.

LCT 5A Inland elevated undulating land
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• Medium to large scale gently rolling to steeply slopng landform with high 
points of over 220m above the valley bottoms.

• Variable shaped fi eld patterns, with low tightly clipped hedgerows as the 
dominant fi eld boundary. Species rich hedgebanks include honeysuckle, 
wild rose, chestnut, oak, ivy, bramble, willow and bracken.

• Hedge patterns are highly visible, being seen from the roads within the 
type as they meander across the hillsides and slopes.

• Permanent grassland is the dominant land use pattern. Ley grassland and 
small areas of cultivated land tend to occur on the lower, gentler slopes and 
on the higher land close to the plateau where again the slopes are gentler. 
Sheep are the predominant livestock.

• Some of the grassland, particularly on the steeper slopes, contains stands of 
semi-natural vegetation, including areas of bracken and gorse, within the 
mosaic of fi elds and on fi eld margins and within hedges.

• Springs emerge from the upper slopes forming brooks fl owing northerly 
into a number of tributaries of the River Yeo, which lies to the north of the 
type. These watercourses have a meandering form and dendritic pattern.

• There is generally a lack of visually prominent buildings, with isolated 
houses and cottages sited sympathetically into the landscape. Traditional 
building style includes brick, cob, thatch and slate roofs.

• Trees are sparse, with little woodland and copses. 

• The absence of hedgerows is obvious where wooden fencing is present on 
turf banks.

• Open and exposed landscape where hedgebanks allow views into and out 
with extensive views from plateaux and higher slopes. Windswept stunted 
trees on hilltops in hedgerows are a key characteristic.

• This landscape is highly visible from land to the north and from the edge of 
Dartmoor, and the higher peaks within the main mass of the moor. The A30 
is both adjacent to and passes within the type, from which some views are 
aff orded.

• Settlement patterns defi ned by villages and hamlets are connected by 
winding narrow roads with isolated farms well-sited within an isolated 
landscape.

Key Characteristics
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Special Qualities
• The traditional and inherent patterns of this landscape type are strongly 
evident and have been altered far less over the last century than other 
landscape types.

• Quiet and exposed working rural landscape.

• Strong sense of isolation with far reaching views from higher areas.

• The repeated patterns of the irregularly hedge-enclosed fi elds creates 
inherent pastoral patterns that are clear and discernable.

• There is a strong cultural association with the adjacent landscape of 
Dartmoor that physically dwarfs its foothills. This landscape type forms 
part of the setting of the moor and is very important to the value and 
appreciation of Dartmoor.

Past Forces for Change
• Increased levels of commuting to and from major roads, as more incomers 
seek to live in the National Park and work in nearby settlement.

• Development which does not maintain the existing settlement pattern and 
is prominent on landscape.

• Increased demand for UK food production leading to a further expansion 
of land under arable production which leads to fi eld enlargement, loss of 
Devon banks and a decrease in water quality.

• A decline in mature trees with hedgerows.

Evaluation

Future Forces for Change
• Demand for domestic and community-scale renewable energy installations 
such as solar panels, small wind turbines and ground-source heat pumps.

• Increase in domestic tourism with associated demands for new facilities and 
infrastructure, as well as an increase in traffi  c levels and farm conversions.

• Isolated landscape is primarily accessible for walkers and riders but lacks 
infrastructure for heavier traffi  c.

• Increased demand for wind turbines may have a dominant/negative impact 
on landscape and towards Dartmoor.

• Uncertain future for the agricultural economy as levels of future funding 
support and market prices for farmed products are unknown.

• Continued trend in hobby farming and equine enterprises potentially lead-
ing to a further dilution of traditional farming practices in the landscape. 

• Individual hedgerow trees may become more susceptible to damage from 
the increasing frequency of storms.

• Potential drying out of important valley bottom habitats including neutral 
grasslands, marsh, rush pasture and valley mire due to higher summer 
temperatures and lower rainfall.

• A changing climate may also result in a spread of invasive and woody 
species, reducing species diversity of unimproved grassland

• More frequent drought conditions leading to crop failures and reduced 
productivity of the farmed landscape.

• Variable management of Devon hedgebanks, particularly in the more 
intensively farmed locations.


