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Strategy to 2026

Strategic Objectives
 
Objective 1

To promote sustainable growth and economic 
development by

 Increasing the attractiveness and 
accessibility of new and existing housing 
and employment land, to add value to 
development, attract investment and 
encourage sustainable modes of transport

 Supporting green tourism and the 
leisure economy by promoting improved 
bicycle, pedestrian and equine access to and 
through the countryside, and enhancements 
to historic sites, nature reserves, woodland, 
disused railways and the Grand Western Canal

 Promoting and safeguarding local farming 
and other sustainable production from 

Implementation

Policies GI/1 and GI/6

Policies GI/1 and GI/4

Policies GI/1 and GI/5

1.0 This strategy forms the policy and delivery section of the Green Infrastructure Plan 
(GIP).  The Executive Summary puts this section in context, including a defi nition of green 
infrastructure (GI) and the overall objectives of the GIP.

1.1 The strategy looks ahead to 2026 to correspond with adopted policies in the Local 
Development Framework.  It builds upon evidence provided in the GI Assessment in 
Section 2 of the GIP, which analyses the amount, variety and defi ciencies in Mid Devon’s 
GI, both at the landscape scale and by catchment area.

1.2 Not all defi ciencies can be solved through this strategy.  For instance, ancient 
woodland cannot be replaced once lost.  The Council’s approach to enhancing GI must 
be realistic and imaginative, to take account of natural constraints and a challenging 
economic climate.  The policies in this section seek to focus resources where there will be 
most environmental, social and economic value.

1.3 Four strategic objectives have been identifi ed.

the land
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Objective 3

To adapt to and mitigate climate change by

 Infl uencing the design of new 
development in respect of sustainable 
water management, shading and cooling, 
and carbon reduction

 Improving fl ood attenuation and 
sustainable drainage

 Promoting green alternatives to 
unsustainable modes of travel, to encourage 
a low carbon society

 Promoting low carbon fuels and locally-
focused consumerism 

Objective 2

To encourage health and wellbeing by

 Enhancing rights of way and cycling 
networks to encourage physical activity 
and healthy lifestyles

 Improving air quality and visual 
amenity in urban and rural areas

 Improving the number, quality, 
availability and accessibility of outdoor 
sports facilities, play areas, allotments, 
nature reserves and recreational open 
space 

Policies GI/1 and GI/6

Policies GI/1 and GI/6

Policies GI/1, GI/4, GI/5, GI/6

Strategic Objectives Implementation

Policy GI/6

Policies GI/1 and GI/6

Policies GI/1 and GI/6

Policy GI/1
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Objective 4

To improve biodiversity by

 Protecting and enhancing recognised 
sites of particular biodiversity value and 
making provision for species that rely on 
urban and sub-urban environments 

 Creating new habitats 

 Improving linkages and connectivity 
between habitats to address habitat 
fragmentation and isolation of vulnerable 
species
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Strategic Objectives Implementation

Policies GI/1, GI/3, GI/4 and GI/6

Policies GI/1, GI/3, GI/4 and GI/6

Policies GI/1, GI/3, GI/4 and GI/6



Blackdown
Hills
AONB

EXMOOR
NATIONAL
PARK

DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK

Tiverton

Cullompton

Willand

Crediton

Lapford

Bampton

© Crown copyright and database rights 2011. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 100022292.

GIP Key Diagram

key

Historic Park and Garden (national register)

AONB

North Devon Biosphere Reserve

Strategic Nature Areas

Regional Walking Routes

National Cycle Routes

Strategic Accessible Open Space 20ha

Strategic Accessible Open Space 100ha

Priority Area

Primary RiversScale: 1: 150,000N



Strategy to 2026 and Delivery Plan
Draft Green Infrastructure Plan

GI/1 Delivery of Green Infrastructure 

The Council will work in partnership with 
neighbouring authorities, local communities 
and other stakeholders to deliver 
enhancements to the green infrastructure 
network, including:

a Habitat restoration and creation to reduce   
 habitat fragmentation

b Provision of public open space and    
 allotments

c Public access to natural green space and   
 woodland

d Flood attenuation

e Environmentally sustainable food and fuel   
 production 

1.4 There are several agencies specialising in aspects of the GI network, including 
Natural England, the Environment Agency, English Heritage, Devon Wildlife Trust and 
Devon County Council.  The Council must engage with all these partners to achieve 
genuine and holistic GI enhancement, as well as community and interest groups, 
allotment associations, parish councils and landowners.  The Council may not always be 
the lead organisation but will play an active role in supporting local communities and 
bringing projects to fruition, including those which fall outside the Mid Devon boundary 
but bring a demonstrable benefi t to Mid Devon residents.

1.5 The GI functions listed in Policy GI/1 are all eligible for funding from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), but there is a signifi cant funding gap between the 
cost of necessary infrastructure and the money that can be generated through CIL.  The 
Government has indicated through the Localism Bill that a ‘meaningful ‘proportion’ of 
CIL receipts will be returned to the neighbourhood where the development has taken 
place, which will provide an opportunity for communities to make their own decisions 
about infrastructure spending.  The Council will also seek GI funding from other sources.  
Paragraph 2.6 contains further information on CIL.
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GI/2 Priority Catchment Areas

When there is competing demand for Council 
resources in delivering green infrastructure, 
the Council will allocate available resources to 
catchment areas according to the following 
descending order of preference:

1 Copplestone
2 Bow
3 Colebrooke
4 Crediton Hamlets
5 Willand
6 Morchard Bishop
7 Halberton
8 Cheriton Fitzpaine
9 Bickleigh
10 Burlescombe
11 Cullompton
12 Kentisbeare
13 Down St Mary
14 Sampford Peverell 

15 Silverton
16 Bradninch
17 Cheriton Bishop
18 Uff culme
19 Thorverton
20 Crediton  
21 Bampton
22 Sandford
23 Culmstock
24 Lapford
25 Tiverton
26 Hemyock
27 Newton St Cyres
28 Oakford 

Exceptions may be made on grounds of public 
safety, social deprivation or an overriding 
biodiversity interest.

The above priority list will be reviewed 
annually to refl ect updated information and 
green infrastructure delivery. 

1.6 The four catchment areas at the top of the above list form a group in the west of 
the Mid Devon district.  These are identifi ed in the GIP Key Diagram as a priority area for 
GI improvement and investment.  The Council will work with the parish councils, local 
communities and relevant organisations to bring about improvements to GI in the priority 
area.
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1.7 As discussed in paragraph 1.5, proposals under the Government’s Localism Bill 
will allow local communities to make their own decisions about the spending of money 
they receive from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  Policy GI/2 applies when 
communities and parish councils have insuffi  cient funds of their own and are requesting a 
contribution from the Council.

1.8 The exceptions provided within the policy are intended to allow fl exibility when 
there is particular justifi cation for expenditure in a non-priority catchment area.  Section 
2 of the GIP and the catchment area appraisals in Section 4 Appendix III provide the 
justifi cation for how the catchment areas were prioritised, taking a range of factors 
into account and assessing these against a list of indicators.  However, this makes no 
allowance for special circumstances that would lend more weight to one GI indicator than 
another.  The exemption might apply in the following example cases:

  • A children’s play area has become unsafe and needs repair or replacement.

  • A GI project is proposed in an area falling within the most deprived 25% of   
   the district according to the English Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2010, as   
   listed in the GIP Section 2 conclusion.

  • An important habitat creation or restoration project is proposed in    
   accordance with Policy GI/3.

1.9 The GIP Section 2 is a living document, to be updated as new information becomes 
available and new GI is provided within the catchment areas.  This may result in an 
adjustment to the priority list given in Policy GI/2.  Potential adjustments will be reviewed 
annually following the adoption of this strategy as a Supplementary Planning Document, 
and a new list appended to Policy GI/2 if necessary.
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GI/3 Biodiversity

The Council will identify opportunities and 
work with partners to establish a net gain in 
biodiversity, promoting new habitats in areas 
of low existing biodiversity value and seeking 
to reverse habitat fragmentation.  Habitat 
restoration will be focused in the following 
areas:

 Strategic Nature Areas
 County Wildlife Sites
 Sites of Special Scientifi c Interest
 Local Nature Reserves
 Existing priority habitats

1.10 Areas of high biodiversity value are shown on the Habitats map in the GI 
Assessment, Section 2 of the GIP.  Outside these areas a low biodiversity value is 
assumed (with the exception of hedgerows and watercourses) unless a habitat survey 
demonstrates otherwise.

1.11 Priority habitats are defi ned in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and are among 
those shown in the Habitats map in the GIP Section 2.  There are several priority habitats 
within the broad classes of wetland, lowland habitats and woodland.

GI/4 Local Nature Reserves

The Council will produce a management 
and improvement plan for its Local Nature 
Reserves and consider potential sites for 
additional provision. 
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1.12 By far the largest Local Nature Reserve in Mid Devon is the Grand Western Canal, 
which is well managed by Devon County Council.
  
1.13 Charwell Wetlands at Bradninch was declared a Local Nature Reserve in 1998, and 
Palmerston Park Wood in 2003.  The Council has no management plan for the sites, and 
Palmerston Park Wood in particular has been neglected for some time.  

1.14 Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) recommends 
provision of at least one hectare of Local Nature Reserve per thousand population.  Mid 
Devon’s provision does not meet this standard.

1.15 Mid Devon District Council has the power to declare Local Nature Reserves, unlike 
other statutory designations for environmental protection.  Local Nature Reserves can 
provide many benefi ts to both people and wildlife, through public access, education and 
the local reassurance that the Council recognises the ecological importance of a particular 
green space.  

1.16 Natural England recommends that Local Nature Reserves be at least two hectares 
in size, and capable of being managed in such as way that local people can benefi t 
through study, research and recreation, without harm to the habitat or wildlife interest.  
The Council will need to engage with local communities, interest groups and landowners 
to identify appropriate sites.  These must be of high natural quality in the local context, 
have potential for formal education or research and be accessible or potentially accessible 
to the public.  

1.17 Elsewhere it is becoming increasingly common for the ongoing management 
of Local Nature Reserves to be provided by local community groups, wildlife trusts, or 
occasionally by Junior Management Boards made up of local school children.  The Council 
will explore opportunities for this sort of arrangement.
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GI/5 Allotments

Where there is evidence of community 
commitment, and in accordance with Policy 
GI/2, the Council will seek to secure an 
allotment site in the following villages:

 Bow
 Burlescombe (including Westleigh)
 Chawleigh
 Cheriton Bishop
 Culmstock
 Halberton
 Hemyock
 Kentisbeare
 Lapford
 Morchard Bishop
 Sampford Peverell 
 Uff culme
 Yeoford

1.18 The villages listed in Policy GI/5 are all defi ned in Core Strategy policy COR17 as 
settlements suitable for very limited development.  These villages were so designated due 
to their physical characteristics and because at the time the Core Strategy was prepared 
they contained a school, shop, pub and daily transport service.  This level of services and 
facilities was considered suffi  cient to sustain some limited growth.  Villages of this size 
with potential for some growth should have at least one allotment site if possible, to 
encourage healthy lifestyles and reduced ‘food miles’.

1.19 Communities who are seriously interested in securing an allotment site will be 
expected to engage constructively with the Council if Council funding for land purchase is 
being sought.  Evidence of community commitment could include a draft business plan, 
correspondence with a landowner, land valuations, formation of a steering group, market 
research and involvement of the parish council.
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1.20 In identifying funding for allotments, the Council will consider any portion of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which has been paid or is due to be paid to the 
local community.  Only when such funds are absent or insuffi  cient will the Council seek 
to secure a contribution from the central CIL fund, New Homes Bonus, existing Council 
budgets or external funders.

1.21 The Council will also off er other means of support by liaising with landowners, 
relevant external agencies and providing pre-application planning advice if required.  
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Development Management

1.22 The adopted Core Strategy policy COR1 sets the criteria for sustainable 
development in Mid Devon, including the provision and protection of accessible green 
infrastructure networks.  Policy COR2 further stipulates the protection and enhancement 
of designated landscapes and sites of biodiversity and geodiversity importance.  

1.23 The Council’s requirement for public open space provision within residential 
development is set out in Policy AL/IN/3 of the Allocations & Infrastructure Development 
Plan Document.

 AL/IN/3

 Public Open Space

 New housing developments will provide at least 60 square metres of equipped and landscaped public  
 open space per market dwelling, to include children’s play areas, sports areas, informal open space  
 and allotments in appropriate proportions, with safe and convenient access on foot or cycle.

 Where it would be more appropriate for open space to be located off the site, contributions from   
 development will be sought per dwelling based on the normal cost of providing public open   
 space elsewhere, in accordance with the Council’s Supplementary Planning Document.  The   
 application of this paragraph will be reviewed upon implementation of the Community Infrastructure  
 Levy.

1.24 The GI Strategy to 2026 and Delivery Plan will replace the Supplementary Planning 
Document on the provision and funding of open space through development, which was 
adopted in 2008.  In combination with the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), the GI 
Strategy will ensure delivery of many forms of GI through development, including public 
open space and natural habitats.  
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GI/6 Integrating green infrastructure in 
major development

In permitting development of 10 or more 
dwellings or 1000 square metres or more of 
non-residential fl oorspace, the Local Planning 
Authority will require green infrastructure 
provision as follows:

(i)  provision within the site, including;

 a biodiversity mitigation where warranted,  
  resulting in no net loss of biodiversity; 
 b fl ood and water resource management;
 c climate change mitigation and    
  adaptation by design;
 d green corridors and public rights of way  
  linking the site to the wider GI network;   
  and
 e public open space within residential   
  developments 

(ii) provision off -site when evidence proves   
 that; 

 a too few dwellings are proposed for   
  viable or useful onsite provision to arise   
  from the development; and
 b off -site provision would be in the public  
  interest  

When off -site provision is permitted in lieu 
of one or more of the requirements under 
criterion (i), this will be subsumed within 
the developer’s standard payment of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy.  The Council 
will work with the parish council and local 
community to deliver green infrastructure from 
the portion of the levy that parish has received. 



1.25 Some GI should be provided in any major development.  The amount and variety 
of GI will be subject to negotiation on a case-by-case basis.

1.26 Major applications should be accompanied by a habitat survey describing what 
fl ora and fauna are present on the site, with particular regard to protected species.  In 
permitting the development, the Council must be satisfi ed that onsite biodiversity 
mitigation, where required, is suffi  cient to make the development acceptable in planning 
terms.  

1.27 Cumulative and assumed indirect impacts of development should not normally be 
addressed through Section 106 Agreements, which must be:

 • necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms

 • directly related to the development

 • fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development

1.28 The Community Infrastructure Levy will introduce a set charge per square metre 
of development, taking account of the broad infrastructure needs resulting from the 
cumulative and indirect impacts of development.

1.29 GI provided within major development sites should normally serve a variety of 
purposes such as fl ood attenuation, leisure and recreation, natural habitats, and shading 
and cooling of buildings and public areas.  Many GI functions can exist in one place, so the 
land coverage does not have to be extensive in every case.  The policy does not stipulate 
an amount of GI to be provided and is fl exible enough to allow for off -site provision as 
part of the generic CIL charge, when clearly justifi ed on grounds of site size and the public 
interest.  

1.30 An illustration of how GI might be incorporated into a development is shown 
below.

Strategy to 2026 and Delivery Plan
Draft Green Infrastructure Plan
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How GI might be incorporated into a development

Sustainable Urban 
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Delivery Plan
2.0 Environmental policy is changing, with the publication of the white paper ‘The 
Natural Choice: securing the value of nature’ and the Biodiversity Strategy 2020.  These 
documents set out the government’s ambitions to halt the overall loss of biodiversity and 
the fragmentation of habitats, working to establish more coherent and resilient ecological 
networks at the landscape scale.  As part of this process, some local authorities in Devon 
have prepared bids to take part in government pilots for biodiversity off -setting and Local 
Nature Partnerships.  Mid Devon District Council will have an opportunity to be involved 
in some exciting GI projects as national policies are implemented, which is refl ected in 
Policy GI/1 of this strategy.

Delivery Mechanisms
2.1 Broadly speaking, GI may be managed and maintained by the following agencies:

  Local Authorities including town and parish councils 
  Charitable-status Management Trust e.g. Wildlife Trust and Park Trusts
  Community Development Trusts
  Management Companies
  Co-operatives and partnerships
  Voluntary organisations

2.2 Long-term funding sources include:

  Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
  Public sector grants (e.g. from local councils, government departments,   
  government agencies) such as
   Renewable energy / energy crops schemes

   Environmental stewardship schemes

   England Woodland Grant Scheme

   Rural Development Programme for England

  Local delivery vehicles and partnerships
  Endowments
  European Funding
  National Lottery
  

19Strategy to 2026 and Delivery Plan
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2.3 There are numerous grants that can support the delivery or enhancement of GI 
in one form or another.  In most cases community groups and voluntary organisations 
would be eligible to apply, rather than the Council.  The following table provides 
information on some of the opportunities available.

Fund           Notes

Church and Community Fund Capital and revenue funding to welcome  
 and encourage children and young   
 people.
 Max £15,000

Adventure Capital Fund New community business enterprises

Community Spaces Grants for not-for-profi t community   
 groups wanting to make cleaner, greener  
 places. Funded by the Big Lottery Fund  
 and provides £10-49k in most cases.

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation Grants for organisations trying to improve  
 quality of life in various ways

Heritage Lottery Fund ‘Heritage Grants’ scheme for over £50,000  
 grants, with access and educational   
 element

National Lottery ‘Awards for All’ £300 - £10,000

The Big Tree Plant Forestry Commission grants to community  
 groups. Further information at http://  
 www.forestry.gov.uk/england-bigtreeplant

Archaeology grants Further information from the Council   
 for British Archaeology at
 http://www.britarch.ac.uk/
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Local projects and funding schemes
2.4 In addition to the sources of funding at paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3 there are 
various projects, groups and initiatives operating in the local area.

  Devon Green Lanes and Veins Project
  Devon Rural Skills Trust
  Catchment Sensitive Farming Capital Grant Scheme
  Devon Hedge Group
  Blackdown Hills Hedge Association
  The Working Wetlands Initiative 
  Catchment Restoration Fund 2012 
  Southwest Woodland Renaissance 
  Devon Food Links
  Four Rivers Project
  The Culm Project Area (Rural Development Programme)

2.5 The Funding Schemes and Environmental Schemes maps show the locations 
of some these schemes, including places where environmental schemes have 
already been agreed.

21
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Funding Schemes       Environmental Schemes
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Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
and the New Homes Bonus

2.6 Mid Devon District Council is a ‘front-runner’ for the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL), meaning that the Council aims to be one of the fi rst authorities in England 
to introduce the new levy.  Up to this point, social benefi ts have been obtained 
from development through legal agreements under Section 106 of The Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990.  CIL will not entirely replace Section 106 Agreements (also 
known as Planning Obligations) but once CIL is adopted, the use of pooled fi nancial 
contributions collected through Section 106 Agreements will be restricted.  No more 
than fi ve contributions may be pooled and put towards a certain infrastructure project 
or type of infrastructure.  CIL will become the appropriate means of securing funds from 
development for strategic environmental mitigation and enhancement.  CIL operates 
very diff erently and some of the key elements are summarised below.

 CIL is a set charge per square metre, applied to development and areas as   
 specifi ed in the CIL Charging Schedule.

 There is no direct link between a development’s requirements for    
 infrastructure provision and the spending of the CIL that the development   
 generates.

 Paid entirely or in instalments when development commences, the funds   
 are pooled and spent by the Council on any infrastructure projects across   
 the district.  

 A ‘meaningful proportion’ of CIL funds should be given to the     
 neighbourhood where the development takes place, though the exact   
 proportion has not yet been defi ned.

 The CIL charge must be based on evidence of viability and should not   
 render development unviable in most cases.  The CIL charge provides   
 certainty to developers when negotiating land purchase prices, so    
 the developer is still able to make a profi t.

 CIL is only one funding stream for infrastructure and the Council must
 also fi nd other ways of fi lling the infrastructure funding gap. 
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2.7 There is very little scope in the short-term for traditional local authority funding of 
GI enhancements, given public spending cuts and a very challenging economic climate.  
As an incentive for local authorities and communities to approve and accept housing 
development, the Government introduced the New Homes Bonus in April 2011, which 
match funds the additional council tax raised for new homes and properties brought 
back into use, with an additional amount for aff ordable housing.  The Government has 
stated that this money should be used to deliver demonstrable community benefi ts.  New 
Homes Bonus is for a limited time only, ending in 2017.
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Costing Green Infrastructure 

2.8 The following tables set out the broad requirements and estimated costs of 
delivering necessary GI over the plan period.  The tables only include GI which can 
realistically be sought and delivered by Mid Devon District Council.  Other agencies also 
have an essential role to play, such as the Environment Agency in their work on climate 
change adaptation, and Devon County Council in implementing the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan 2005.  

2.9 The tables include a number of references, pointing to further information on 
the background to the GI requirements, including cost calculations.  This background 
information is in the GIP Section 4, Appendix IV.
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Infrastructure  Requirement Components Cost Sub Total Adjustment Total Funding
   Per  (1)  Source  
   Unit
Public open Grass Grass Pitch 95,000 1,710,000  11,771,696 NHB 
space - sports pitches: 18 [3] 
to meet Synthetic turf Synthestic turf 680,714 1,361,428   Grants
existing pitches: 2 pitch [4] 
demand [2] Tennis Outdoor 210,000 420    
 courts [2] tennis
 Multi use MUGA 115,000 1,150,000
 games area: 10

  Sub-total  4,221,848

  Land purchase 80,000 2,560,000
  1x2ha pitch at
  £40,000 per ha
  [15], x32
  required sites

  Maintenance  768,000
  at 30%

Public Open Maintenance Play Areas 244,480 1,400,183 14 years 19,602,562 MDDC
Space - [5] Parks and 504,200  2012-2026 
maintenance  Open Spaces
of existing  Grounds 651,503
stock  Maintenance
  (including sports)

Biodiversity Habitat Lowland 3,674,157 25,368,880 -3,839,880 21,529,000 NHB
 maintenance habitats 393ha
 and at average
 restoration [6] £9,349 per ha

  Woodland 38,934,432    Grants
  5007ha [7]
  at £7,776 per ha

  Wetlands 20,813,610
  2206ha at
  £9435 per ha

  Priority habitats  40%
  declining

Biodiversity Habitat Lowland 6,188.564 12,061,836 -2,316,734 9,745,102 NHB
 creation [8] meadows and
  grassland 548ha
  at £11,293 per ha

  Lowland 1,414,920    Grants
  heathland 120ha
  at £11,791

  Purple Moor 295,280 
  grass and rush
  pasture 40ha
  at £7,382 per ha

  Wetlands 4,163,072
  376 ha at
  £11,072 per ha
  [9]

Total      62,648,360

     

Existing GI requirements
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Infrastructure Requirement Components Cost Per Sub Total Adjustment Total Funding
   Unit  (1) Source 
Public Open 40 m2 per Grass pitch 95,000 285,000  936,000 CIL
Space - sports dwelling x 2026
to meet future dwellings [10]
demand = 81,040 m2 Multi use games area 115,000 115,000   NHB
 (8.1ha) or 4 
 pitches at 2ha
 each
 3 football, 1 Land purchase costs 1x 80,000 320,000   Grants
 MUGA 2ha pitch at £40,000 per
  ha [15], x4 sites
 [11] Maintenance at30%  216,000
Public Open 10m2 per  Construction 30,000 240,000  2,861,217 CIL
Space - play dwelling x391 costs [13]
areas dwellings [12]
 = 3910m2 or Abnormal size 25,000 200,000   NHB
 8 LEAP play costs [14]
 areas at 500m2
 each
  Land purchase costs 1x 2,000 16,000   Grants
  500m2 play area at
  £40,000 per ha, x8 play
  areas [15]
  Equipment [16] 75,000 600,000
  Architects/designer fees 97,438 779,504
  fees and planning 
  application charges [17]
  VAT at 20%  365,432
  Maintenance at 30%  660,281
Public Open 10m2 per Parks and gardens 25,000 7,523,832                                  12,078,551 CIL
Space -  dwelling x1186 / landscaping
Informal Open dwellings [19] Buildings [20] 175,000 175,000   NHB
Space / Amenity = 11,860m2 Land purchase costs 1x 4,000 48,000   Grants 
[18] (1.2ha) or 12 1000m2 site at £40,000
 sites of 1000m2 per ha, x12 sites
 each VAT at 20%  1,544,361
  Maintenance at 30%  2,787,358
Biodiversity Habitat Lowland habitats 393ha 3,674,157 25,368,880 21,529,000 3,839,880 CIL
 maintenance at average £9,349 per ha
 and Woodland 5007ha [7] 38,934,432
 restoration [6] at £7,776 per ha 
  Wetlands 2206 ha 20,813,610    Grants
  at £9435 per ha
  Priority habitats declining 40%
Biodiversity Habitat  Lowland meadows and 6,188,564 15,305,932 1,825,701 1,825,701 CIL
 creation [8] grassland 548ha at   
  £11,293 per ha
  Lowland heathland 1,414,920    NHB
  120ha at £11,791
  Purple moor grass 295,280    Grants
  and rush pasture
  40ha at £7,382 per ha
  Wetlands [9] 669 ha at 7,407,168
  £11,072 per ha
Climate Change Carbon £717 per dwelling [21] 717 3,352,692  3,352,692 CIL
mitigation off setting - x4676 dwellings     NHB
 tree planting      Grants
   
Total      24,894,041

     

Future GI requirements (to 2026)
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Monitoring

GI/7 Monitoring 

The Local Planning Authority will monitor 
the delivery of the Green Infrastructure 
Plan and publish results in annual 
monitoring reports and other appropriate 
publications.  

2.10 Delivery will be assessed against a number of indicators, which may be changed 
as and when necessary to refl ect new Government policies and local circumstances.  
Any updates to the list of indicators will be published on the Council’s website.  Annual 
monitoring will allow greater understanding of achievements, obstacles to delivery, and 
how funding streams such as the Community Infrastructure Levy work in practice.  This 
should allow targets to be added to the full list of indicators, based on experience as well 
as aspiration.  If it is clear after three successive years of monitoring that the GIP is not 
meeting its objectives, the GIP will be reviewed.
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Indicator Relevant Target Implementation agencies
 policies

GI  GI/1 No target Mid Devon District Council, development industry, Devon  

enhancement    County Council, Natural England, Environment Agency,  

projects    Devon Wildlife Trust, landowners, other stakeholders

Allocation of  GI/2 No target Mid Devon District Council, town and parish councils,  

resources to    Sports England, private and voluntary organisations,  

catchment    Devon Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Environment  

areas    Agency, landowners, other stakeholders

Net gain in GI/3 No target Mid Devon District Council, Natural England, Devon 

biodiversity    Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency, town and parish  

    councils, development industry, private and voluntary  

    organisations, landowners, other stakeholders

Condition and GI/4 Monitor Mid Devon District Council, Devon County Council 

number of  condition of one 

Local Nature  LNR per year

Reserves  Declare one

  LNR every

  5 years

Allotment GI/5 One  allotment Mid Devon District Council, town and parish councils, 

provision  site every 2 private and voluntary organisations, local communities

  years

GI in major GI/6 No target Mid Devon District Council, Environment Agency,   

development    development industry, landowners, other stakeholders

Biodiversity GI/7 Six-monthly Mid Devon District Council,

monitoring  updates of habitat Devon Biodiversity Record Centre,

  and species data Devon County Council

  2 wildlife surveys

  per year 

Allocation GI/1 No target Mid Devon District Council, town and parish councils

of funding GI/2

to GI GI/3

 GI/4

 GI/5  


