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Summary
A historic environment assessment has been undertaken by AC archaeology during
September and October 2014 as part of forthcoming planning applications for
proposed mixed use development on c. 70 hectares of land to the northwest of
Cullompton, Devon (centred on NGR ST 019 086). The application area comprises
mainly agricultural land surrounding small farmsteads.
A review of historic maps and documentary sources indicates that the application
area is likely to have been mixed agricultural land from at least the first half of the
19th century up to the present day, but probably as early as the medieval period.
There are 14 designated heritage assets within the selected 1km study area
(excluding the town Conservation Area and its listed buildings), none of which are
located within the application area itself. These comprise the Roman forts on St
Andrew’s Hill (Scheduled Monument), one Grade I Listed Building and twelve Grade
II Listed Buildings. There are 74 non-designated assets identified within the 1km
study area, a number of which are within the application area itself. The nondesignated heritage assets within the application area include two possible
prehistoric enclosures and two ring ditches from former barrows. In addition, the
recovery of surface artefacts and field name evidence may indicate the possible
presence of currently unknown in situ localised buried archaeological remains.
However, there are a number of land parcels within the application area considered
to be of much lower archaeological potential.

1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This historic environment assessment has been prepared in support of forthcoming
planning applications for mixed use development on land to the northwest of
Cullompton, Devon (centred on ST 019 086). It has been commissioned by PCL
Planning Ltd on behalf of clients and prepared by AC archaeology during September
and October 2014. The location of the proposed development site (hereafter referred
to as the 'application area') is shown on Fig. 1.

1.2

The application area occupies approximately 70 hectares of arable and pasture
farmland to the north and west of the town of Cullompton, on undulating land ranging
in height between 92m and 65m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). To the east the
application area is bounded by Willand Road, to the south by Tiverton Road and to
the north by a tributary of the River Culm, which also forms the Cullompton/Halberton
parish boundary. To the west the application area is defined by farm tracks and field
boundaries. The application area surrounds, but does not include, the Rull Farm
complex and a number of attached paddocks. The underlying solid geology mainly
comprises sandstones of the Cadbury Breccia Formation, overlain by superficial
colluvial deposits in the lower-lying areas (British Geological Survey Online).

2

LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE

2.1

Relevant protection, guidance and policies relating to the protection, maintenance
and enhancement of archaeological sites and other aspects of cultural heritage that
are relevant to this scheme may be summarised as follows:
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Scheduled monuments
2.2

Scheduled monuments, as defined under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act (1979), are sites which have been selected by a set of nonstatutory criteria to be of national importance. These criteria comprise period, rarity,
documentation, group value, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability, diversity, and
potential. Where scheduled sites are affected by development proposals there is a
presumption in favour of their physical preservation. There is also a presumption
against developments which have a significant impact on the integrity of the setting
of scheduled monuments. Any works, other than activities receiving class consent
under The Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1981, as amended by The
Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1994, which would have the effect of
demolishing, destroying, damaging, removing, repairing, altering, adding to, flooding
or covering up a Scheduled Monument require consent from the Secretary of State
for the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.
Listed buildings/structures

2.3

Buildings of national, regional, or local historical and architectural interest are
protected by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990.
Buildings designated as ‘Listed’ are afforded protection from physical alteration or
effects on their historical setting.
Designated areas

2.4

Designated areas form cultural heritage sites with a high degree of status and
significance, some of which enjoy a degree of legal protection from development.
They include Conservation Areas, Historic Parks and Gardens and Registered
Battlefields. These designations and others such as Areas of Great Historic Value
are typically detailed in District Council Local Plans and County Council Plans with
appropriate planning policies relevant to each category.
Historic hedgerows

2.5

Hedgerows of historic importance are afforded protection under The Hedgerow
Regulations 1997, section 97 of the Environment Act 1995. The scheme came into
effect on 1 June 1997 and any hedgerow which is defined, at that date, as being of
historical or ecological importance requires grant of consent by the local planning
authority prior to breach or removal.
National policy

2.6

General policy and guidance for the conservation of the historic environment are
contained in Chapter 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework (Department for
Communities and Local Government 2012). Archaeological sites, buildings, Historic
Parks and Gardens, Conservation Areas, Registered Battlefields or other aspects of
the historic environment that have significance because of their historic,
archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are now considered heritage assets
under a revised policy system. Designated heritage assets are afforded protection as
either Scheduled Monuments, Listed buildings or through their inclusion within
conservation areas (see sections 2.3 and 2.4 above). The ministerial forward to the
NPPF states that ‘Sustainable Development is about change for the better’, and that
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‘Our historic environment – buildings, landscapes, towns and villages – can be better
cherished if their spirit of place thrives rather than withers’.
2.7

In line with the twelve core planning principles, planning should ‘conserve heritage
assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for
their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations’ (paragraph 17,
p6). It is English Heritage's view that a proposal that fails to adhere to historic
environment policies is not a Sustainable Development.

2.8

The relevant policies are listed below:
Paragraph 128
In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe
the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their
setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than
is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a
minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the
heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on
which development is proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with
archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to submit an
appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.
Paragraph 129
Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any
heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the
setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary
expertise. They should take this assessment into account when considering the impact of a
proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s
conservation and any aspect of the proposal.
Paragraph 132
When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated
heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important
the asset, the greater the weight should be. Significance can be harmed or lost through
alteration or destruction of the heritage asset or development within its setting. As heritage
assets are irreplaceable, any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification.
Substantial harm to or loss of a Grade II listed building, park or garden should be exceptional.
Substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage assets of the highest significance, notably
scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, battlefields, Grade I and II* listed buildings,
Grade I and II* registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly
exceptional.
Paragraph 133
Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total loss of significance of
a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse consent, unless it can
be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public
benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following apply:
● the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and
● no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through
appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation; and
● conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is
demonstrably not possible;
● the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use.
Paragraph 134
Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of a
designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the
proposal, including securing its optimum viable use.
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Paragraph 135
The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be
taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications that affect directly
or indirectly non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having
regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.
Paragraph 137
Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within
Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites and within the setting of heritage assets to
enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the
setting that make a positive contribution to or better reveal the significance of the asset should
be treated favourably.
Paragraph 139
Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of equivalent
significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the policies for
designated heritage assets.

Local authority plan and district policies
The Devon Structure Plan 2001-2016, adopted 2004
2.9

Policies for the management of archaeology and cultural heritage are set out in the
adopted (2004) Devon Structure Plan 2001-2016. Policies relevant to this scheme
are as follows:
Policy CO7: Historic Settlements and Buildings
The quality of Devon’s historic environment should be conserved and enhanced. In providing for new
development particular care should be taken to conserve the special historic character of settlements,
the character and appearance of conservation areas, the historic character of the landscape, listed or
other buildings of historic or architectural interest and their settings and parks and gardens of special
historic interest and their settings.
Policy CO8: Archaeology
Internationally, nationally and regionally important archaeological sites and their settings, whether
Scheduled Monuments or unscheduled, will be preserved. Other important sites and their settings
should be preserved wherever possible, and in considering proposals for development which would
have an adverse impact on them, the importance and value of then remains will be a determining factor.
Where a lack of information precludes the proper assessment of a site or area with archaeological
potential, developers will be required to arrange appropriate prior evaluation in advance of any decision
to affect the site or area. Where the loss of an archaeological site or area is acceptable, proper provision
for archaeological excavation and recording will be required.

Mid Devon Local Plan First Alteration, adopted 2006
2.10

Additional saved policies for the management of archaeology and cultural heritage
are set out in the adopted (2006) Mid Devon Local Plan First Alteration. Policies
relevant to this scheme are as follows:
Policy ENV5 - Nationally important archaeological sites
Development will not be permitted where it would harm nationally important archaeological sites,
including Scheduled Ancient Monuments, or their settings. Where development is allowed that could
affect nationally important remains and/or their settings there is a strong presumption in favour of
preservation in situ.
Policy ENV6 - Sites of regional or county significance
Development will not be permitted where it would harm archaeological sites of regional or county
significance, and/or their settings, unless the need for the proposal outweighs the damage to the
archaeological interest of the site and its setting. Where development is allowed that could affect
archaeological sites of regional or county significance, and/or their settings, there is a presumption in
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favour of preservation in situ. Where it is considered that the remains do not merit preservation in situ,
preservation by record will be required.
Policy ENV7 - Archaeological investigation
Development will not be permitted I) within defined Conservation Areas; or II) on sites elsewhere which
contain or are likely to contain remains of archaeological significance; unless the archaeological
importance of the site is understood. Where current knowledge is insufficient to make such an
assessment, development will not be permitted until the archaeological importance of the site has been
determined through assessment and for evaluation.
Policy ENV8 - Buildings of special architectural or historic interest
The change of use, alteration or extension of a listed building will only be permitted if:
I) it preserves the special interest of the building, its features of architectural or historic interest and its
setting; and
Policy ENV11 - Conservation areas
Development within or affecting a conservation area will only be permitted where it would preserve or
enhance the appearance or character of the conservation area.

Mid Devon Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 1), 2009
2.11

Further overall policies relevant to the scheme were first outlined in the 2007 and
resaved in 2009 in the Mid Devon Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 1):
COR2: Local Distinctiveness
Development will sustain the distinctive quality, character and diversity of Mid Devon’s environmental
assets through:
a) High quality sustainable design which reinforces the character and legibility of Mid Devon’s built
environment and creates attractive places,
b) The preservation and enhancement of Mid Devon’s cultural and historic environment, and the
protection of sites, buildings, areas and features of recognised national and local importance.

3

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

3.1

The study has consisted of a desk-based assessment, as defined by the Institute for
Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based
Assessment (1994, revised 2011) and the National Planning Policy Framework
(Department for Communities and Local Government 2012).

3.2

The scope of the study has included designated heritage assets (World Heritage
Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservations Areas, Battlefield
Sites, and Registered Parks and Gardens) and non-designated assets
(archaeological sites and finds, historic buildings, other historic landscape features or
locally-designated features, or areas of cultural heritage importance).The study area
is up to 1km distance from the application area boundary. However, the numerous
listed buildings and other heritage assets within the historic core of the town, including
those within the conservation area, have not been individually allocated site numbers
or considered, as their setting is the townscape itself, which is on the whole screened
from the application area by existing structures. Nonetheless, the potential impact on
the setting and therefore significance of Cullompton Conservation Area is briefly
discussed in Section 8 below.

3.3

The information derived from the study has been used:



To assess the significance of the currently recorded heritage assets in the
study area;
To assess the potential for the discovery of additional heritage assets within
the boundaries of the proposed application area; and,
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To identify possible effects of the proposed development, whether adverse or
positive.

3.4

The study does not attempt to provide a detailed assessment of impacts of
development on the identified and potential resource, nor provide any detailed
mitigation proposals at this stage, as there are currently a number of design and
layout options being considered as part of the masterplanning process. A provisional
overview of possible impacts of development on the principal heritage assets,
however, does form part of this report.

3.5

The results of the searches are discussed in Sections 4 and 5. Relevant extracts of
historic maps are included in Appendix 3. All heritage assets are summarised in
Appendix 1 and depicted on Fig. 2.

3.6

The following data sources have been examined:









3.7

Archaeological data held by the Devon Historic Environment Record;
Historical, large-scale cartographic and documentary information held by the
Devon Heritage Centre, Exeter;
The Heritage Gateway website;
The English Heritage National Heritage List website;
Portable Antiquities Scheme;
Historic aerial photographs currently on loan to the National Mapping
Programme (NMP) Exe Rivers Project team of AC archaeology;
British Geological Survey online database; and,
Other relevant published or unpublished information.

This assessment has provided a summary of all recorded heritage assets within the
study area as a result of a search of a range of archaeological databases. Each
source has its own limitations. Documentary sources were seldom compiled for
archaeological purposes, contain inherent biases, and provide a comprehensive
basis of assessment only for the last two hundred years. National and county
databases are also limited in that they only provide a record of known archaeological
data.
Assessment of significance

3.8

In order to assess the significance (value) of heritage assets within and around the
application area, it is necessary to define the significance of individual or groups of
heritage assets. There is no formal process for assessing the significance of heritage
assets other than those with statutory protection (e.g. scheduled monuments, listed
buildings), but advice on the criteria to be used is included in the English Heritage
guidance ‘Conservation Principles – Policies and guidance for the sustainable
management of the historic environment’ (EH 2008). This guidance states that
heritage assets are considered to have significance based on their evidential,
historical, aesthetic or communal value. The National Planning Policy Framework
also includes the criteria of architectural and artistic value.

3.9

The ranking of significance used in this assessment considers the EH (2008) criteria,
but expresses the results using a scale of significance derived from the Design
Manual for Roads and Bridges, (DMRB 2 Volume 11, 2009) and from guidance
provided by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS, 2011). The
ranking is presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Assessment of significance (value) of heritage assets
SIGNIFICANCE
(VALUE)
Very High

High

Medium

Low

Negligible

Unknown

4

FACTORS FOR ASSESSING THE SIGNIFICANCE (VALUE) OF HERITAGE
ASSETS
World Heritage Sites (including nominated sites)
Assets of acknowledged international importance
Assets that can contribute significantly to acknowledged international research
objectives
Assets with exceptional evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value
Scheduled Monuments (including proposed sites)
Grade I and II* Listed Buildings
Grade I and II* Registered Parks and Gardens
Undesignated heritage assets of schedulable or exceptional quality and
importance
Conservation Areas containing very important buildings
Assets that can contribute significantly to acknowledged national research
objectives
Assets with high evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value
Designated or undesignated assets that have exceptional qualities or contribute
to regional research objectives
Grade II Listed Buildings
Grade II Registered Parks and Gardens
Assets with moderate evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value
Designated and undesignated heritage assets of local importance
Assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor survival of contextual
associations
Assets of limited value, but with potential to contribute to local research
objectives
Assets with low evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value
Assets with very little or no surviving archaeological, architectural or historical
interest
Assets with minimal evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value
The importance of the resource has not been ascertained.

HERITAGE ASSETS WITHIN THE SELECTED STUDY AREA
Designated heritage assets

4.1

There are 14 designated heritage assets within the selected study area, including
one Scheduled Monument, one Grade I Listed Building and twelve Grade II Listed
Buildings. Each designated asset is discussed below in greater detail, shown on Fig.
2, and tabulated in Appendix 1.
Scheduled Monuments

4.2

One Scheduled Monument, the Roman forts and camps on St. Andrew’s Hill (Site 1),
is located within close proximity of the application area, adjacent to and overlapping
the eastern boundary of field Plot 21.This substantial asset was first identified through
aerial photography in 1984, and its presence subsequently confirmed by geophysical
surveys and excavations in the 1990s. Archaeological investigations revealed the
presence of two Roman forts on St Andrew’s Hill, constructed between AD 50 and
AD 70 and abandoned by c. AD 75. Given its high evidential and historical values,
and the contribution it makes to the understanding of Romano-British activity in the
area, this asset is considered to be of high significance.
Grade I Listed Buildings

4.3

There is one Grade I Listed Building within the selected study area and outside the
town Conservation Area, which is Moorstone Barton, Halberton (Site 2) located c.
1km north of the northern boundary of the application area. The farmhouse dates
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back to the 14th century and retains many of its original features. Given its high
evidential, historical and aesthetic values this asset is considered to be of high
significance. The associated outbuildings (Site 4) are Grade II Listed and considered
of high significance based on association and group value. The outbuildings include
a range of barns, linhays, granary and other farm buildings dating to the late 19th
century. These structures contribute to the overall significance of the farmstead, and
individually retain historical and evidential values.

Grade II Listed Buildings
4.4

Grade II listed buildings within the study area include a number of farmhouses, farm
buildings and detached houses, as well as two mortuary chapels.

4.5

Site 3 refers to Sutton Barton farmstead, located c. 300m northwest of Plot 1. Sutton
Barton underwent rebuilding after a fire in 1866, and still retains moderate historical
and evidential values. Site 5 refers to Little Rull, a late medieval farmhouse in close
proximity to the application area. Both retain moderate evidential and historical values
and are considered to be assets of medium significance, which contribute to
understandings of local historical agriculture and settlement. Site 6, which refers to
Paulsland Farmhouse, is also located in close proximity, adjacent to the boundaries
of Plots 8 and 12. The farmhouse dates to the 15th century, and although having
undergone alteration and now being divided into two dwellings, the farmhouse retains
moderate historical and evidential values and is considered to be a heritage asset of
medium significance.

4.6

Site 7 refers to Growen Farmhouse and its associated range of outbuildings, located
c. 300m northwest of Plot 13. In addition to the house, Growen comprises a former
ciderhouse, hayloft and stables, and given its 16th century core retains moderate
historical and evidential values. Site 9 refers to Ponsford farmhouse, c. 700m
southwest of Plot 20. Ponsford farmhouse dates to the 17th century with later
alterations evident. The farmhouse is considered to have moderate historical and
evidential values and is an asset of medium significance, which contributes
primarily to the understanding of historical agricultural settlement and architecture
within the local area.

4.7

In addition to the farmsteads, an early 19th century detached house and front garden
wall and railings is located at Wells Park, c. 500m west of Plot 13 (Site 8). Site 10
also refers to a detached house (former farmhouse) at Helmore, c. 700m southwest
of Plot 20 and adjacent to Ponsford Farm. Helmore dates to the late 16th to early
17th century. Lower Knowle (Site 11), also dates to the late 16th to early 17th century,
and is located to the southeast of Helmore. These detached houses retain historical,
evidential and aesthetic values and are considered to be assets of medium
significance. Considered together with the historic farmhouses they form a valuable
component of the broader historic landscape surrounding Cullompton town centre.

4.8

Two Grade II Listed mortuary chapels (Sites 13 and 14) are located within Cullompton
cemetery, adjacent to Plot 21. Both the Nonconformist and Church of England
chapels were constructed in 1856, and have moderate communal, historical and
evidential values. The Grade II Listed Victoria Hall (Site 12) is located along Tiverton
Road, south and east of the application area. The early to mid-19th century meeting
house has undergone numerous changes in use (including a cinema in 1918, and
more recently a workshop) and is currently in use as a day-care nursery serving the
local area. The building retains moderate historical, communal, aesthetic and
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evidential (architectural) values. Both the chapels and Victoria Hall are considered to
be assets of medium significance.
Previously recorded non-designated heritage assets
4.9

There are 61 previously recorded non-designated heritage assets within the study
area, each of which is discussed below in greater detail, shown on Fig. 2, and
tabulated in Appendix 1.
Later prehistoric (c. 4,000 BC – AD43)

4.10

A number of non-designated prehistoric assets have been previously recorded within
the application area itself as well as in the surrounding study area. A probable Bronze
Age ring ditch cropmark was identified through aerial photography at Paulsland Farm,
within Plot 12 (Site 26). This asset is located on locally higher ground on Rull Hill. In
close proximity, within Plot 15 just to the south of Plot 12, Site 28 refers to the findspot
of a prehistoric flint. The cropmark of a prehistoric enclosure is also recorded within
Plot 15 (Site 29), situated on the southwest slope of the hill.

4.11

Within the surrounding area a group of findspots are recorded approximately 600m
north of the application area (Sites 16-18). These findspots included over 200 flint
and chert fragments, a late Neolithic leaf-shaped arrowhead and a Bronze Age
barbed and tanged arrowhead, as well as a small number of pot sherds and some
iron slag. In addition to this group of sites, a Bronze Age socketed axe (Site 68) was
found south of Tiverton Road and a number of Neolithic and Iron Age artefacts were
recovered during an archaeological excavation on land off Knowle Lane (Site 57).

4.12

Excavations in advance of the construction of the Health Centre on Willand Road on
land which was historically part of Plot 10 revealed both late prehistoric and RomanoBritish features, including a curvilinear gully and number of pits (Site 30). A possible
prehistoric/Romano-British field system and a series of archaeological features north
of Tiverton Road (Site 39) were recorded during excavations in 2010, on land in
between Plots 20 and 21.

4.13

Tentatively dated prehistoric to Romano-British enclosures have been identified and
recorded in a number of locations surrounding the application area including Sites 73
and 75, which are located between c. 250 and 600m northwest of the application
area. Site 42, c. 400m north of Plot 13, at Growen Farm has been recorded as a
prehistoric D-shaped single ditched enclosure.

4.14

The probable extant ring ditch and enclosures have potential moderate – high
evidential and historical values, and while they are currently assets of unknown
significance, future investigations may enhance their understanding further and
clarify their values as heritage assets. The numerous findspots record the locations
of now removed artefacts are no longer within their original context probably through
plough displacement, but retain evidential values and are therefore considered to be
assets of low significance. Those recorded assets which relate to previously
excavated remains (eg. Sites 30, 39 and 57) are considered of negligible
significance as they no longer exist.
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Romano-British (c. AD 43 – 410)
4.15

In addition to the Scheduled Monument of the Roman fort and camps discussed
above (4.2), further Romano-British assets have been recorded both within the
application area itself as well as in the surrounding study area.

4.16

A Romano-British settlement is recorded on land between Knowle Lane and Tiverton
Road, less than 100m south of the application area. Excavations at the site confirmed
the presence of an early Romano-British rural settlement with potential associated
industrial activity (Site 45).

4.17

A findspot of an assemblage of Romano-British artefacts including coins and a
fragment of a brooch is recorded at Rull Farm within Plot 5, located on the upper
slopes of Rull Hill. Excavations adjacent to Willand Road on land which was
historically part of Plot 10 revealed both prehistoric and Romano-British features,
including field boundaries, three sub-rectangular enclosures, part of a circular
enclosure and possible post-holes (Site 30). A possible prehistoric – Romano-British
field system and a series of archaeological features north of Tiverton Road (Site 39)
were recorded during excavations in 2010, in close proximity to both Plots 20 and 21.
A number of artefact scatters to the south (Sites 56 and 57) located at Knowle Lane
and within the gardens of the Walronds have included Romano-British finds, and a
1st – early 2nd century Denarius coin findspot is recorded in the field immediately
east of Plot 20.

4.18

Two enclosures identified as cropmarks have been broadly recorded as prehistoric
to Romano-British in date (Sites 73 and 75) and are located between c. 250 and
600m northwest of the application area.

4.19

The significance of these non-designated Romano-British assets stems largely from
their evidential and historical values. Those assets which have been further
investigated and their dating confirmed (Sites 45 and 30) are considered to be of
negligible significance as they no longer exist. The numerous artefacts, which are
no longer within their original context, retain evidential values and are therefore
considered to be assets of low significance. The remaining enclosures and field
systems which have not been securely dated or their condition and presence verified,
are currently considered to be of unknown significance.
Post Roman – Medieval (c. AD 410 – 1540)

4.20

A relatively small number of Post-Roman to medieval assets have been identified
within the study area, one of which is located within the application area. Cullompton
Town Leat (Site 67) is recorded as having been given to the town by the Abbot of
Buckland in 1356, and extends from Coombe Farm to the west and to the High Street
via Shortlands. Burgage plots are recorded from cartographic evidence to the west
of Fore Street (Site 63) on land that has since been developed. Site 15 refers to
documentary evidence for a chapel at Moorstone Barton in 1449, although there is
no further information to substantiate this. The assets are primarily of historical and
potentially some remaining evidential value, and are therefore considered to be
assets of low or unknown significance.

4.21

The only non-designated structures recorded as being medieval - post-medieval are
the associated farm buildings at Little Rull shown on 19th and 20th century maps, but
no longer extant or depicted on modern mapping. These structures, if present at
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foundation level, may retain limited historical and evidential values. They are
considered to be of low significance.
4.22

A field system to the north of Knowle Lane is recorded as representing early medieval
– modern field boundaries (Site 47). Historic maps showed field patterns indicative of
medieval plough strips in the area and geophysical survey in 2007 confirmed the
presence of linear archaeological features likely to represent historic field boundaries.
Additional archaeological features were also recorded, although the date of these
remains uncertain. These assets are currently considered to be of unknown
significance given the uncertainty of their date; however the field boundaries are
likely to be of low significance and of limited historical and evidential value.

4.23

In addition to the assets above, a number of artefact scatters and findspots have
included early medieval – medieval material (Sites 22, 25 and 27). Site 22 is located
c. 100m north of the application area at Herrons Bank, and included medieval – postmedieval buckles and coins. Site 25 is located adjacent to the northern boundary of
Plots 9 and 10, and records the location of a medieval spindle whorl found in a field
off Rull Lane. Site 27 is located within Plot 10, and records a late Saxon stirrup strap
mount found during metal-detecting. These assets are all of evidential value, although
their historical (and archaeological) context has been lost. They are therefore
considered to be low significance heritage assets.
Post-medieval – Modern (c. 1540 – present)

4.24

A range of assets are recorded within the study area as post-medieval to modern,
one of which is located within the application area.

4.25

The majority of the post-medieval assets within the area relate to the agricultural,
economic and industrial growth of the town during this period. Agricultural assets
include two linhays, two barns, and a dairy (Sites 20, 72, 52 and 43), while industrial
activity is indicated by records of a woollen mill (Site 65), a tannery (Site 61), two bell
foundries (Site 69), a ropewalk (Site 33) and a brickyard (Site 44). The gardens at
the Walronds are recorded as representing former burgage plots (Site 60), and two
cottages and a building recorded from 1st edition Ordnance Survey (OS) maps (Sites
21, 71 and 64). Additionally, a toll house is recorded as Site 66, a milepost as Site
46, and the railings and gate piers of Victoria Hall are also recorded as nondesignated asset Site 53. The cemetery located on the north side of Tiverton road
adjacent to Plot 21, is recorded as Site 36.

4.26

Two findspots are recorded dating to the post-medieval period, one of which
documents pottery found at Oakfield, to the east of Plot 10, and the other twelve 17th
century tokens (farthings and a halfpenny) southeast of Knowle Lane (Site 74). In
addition, ditches and postholes of uncertain date excavated at St Andrew’s Hill,
adjacent to the eastern boundary of Plot 21, contained post-medieval pottery (Sites
34 and 35).

4.27

A modern rifle range located southwest of the town (Site 62) and Royal Observer
Corps (Site 38) within Plot 21 are recorded from documentary and cartographic
evidence.

4.28

The significance of these heritage assets stems largely from their contribution to local
history, and their potential evidential values. A number of assets, including the town
cemetery and Victoria Hall also possess inherent communal values and remain in
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use. Therefore these assets are considered to be of low or negligible significance
and are primarily of local importance.
Unknown
4.29

In addition to the non-designated assets detailed above, there are a number of
currently undated assets recorded within the study area. With the exception of the
palaeochannels recorded north of Knowle Lane (Site 50), the majority of these assets
are most likely to be post-medieval to modern features. The assets include a Mill site
at Five Bridges (Site 19) which has been recorded from documentary evidence, St
Georges Well (Site 31) which is indicated on the Benjamin Donn map in 1765, and a
pond to the south of Tiverton road (Site 48). Further assets likely to date to later
historical periods are a trackway and pit north of Tiverton road (Sites 40 and 41),
‘stones’ indicated on the early OS maps (Site 37), and the post-holes excavated on
St Andrew’s Hill (Site 35) which contained post-medieval pottery. An early field
boundary ditch at Knowle Lane (Site 51), a possible field drain north of Shortlands
road (Site 58) and a pit (Site 59) are also considered likely to date from the postmedieval – modern periods.

4.30

The uncertainty surrounding both the dating and potential evidential values of these
assets consequently limits any assessment of their significance, therefore they are
currently considered to be of either unknown, negligible or low significance.
Previous fieldwork within the study area

4.31

Previous fieldwork surrounding the application area is partly included above and has
confirmed the presence of prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval – post-medieval
activity in the vicinity. A large number of investigations, including geophysical surveys
and archaeological excavations of varying scales has taken place since the 1990s,
these are tabulated and detailed in Appendix 2 and their locations shown on Fig. 3.
A desk-based assessment and geophysical survey has been undertaken within three
field to the north of St Andrew’s Hill (Event 22), with only limited evidence for
archaeological activity identified.
Metal-detecting finds

4.32

The database of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) currently holds 66 records
of findspots within or in close proximity to the boundaries of the application area.
Individual find spot records are not included as part of this report, except where the
information has already been accessioned into the Historic Environment Record, but
are held in archive. The majority of these finds relate to the Romano-British period,
but there are also a small number of medieval and post-medieval artefacts recorded.
These include a variety of coins, vessels, mounts, buckles, brooches, buttons, beads
and harness parts. Viewed collectively these finds substantiate the existing
archaeological record and directly contribute towards the understanding of both
Romano-British and post-medieval activities within the area.
Aerial photographic evidence by Richard Sims

4.33

As part of the English Heritage National Mapping Programme (NMP) Exe Rivers
Project, AC archaeology are currently carrying out transcriptions of historic aerial
photographs along a corridor of the River Exe and its tributaries including the River
Culm. The work has covered this application area, with the results summarised below
and shown on Fig. 4.
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4.34

Evidence of possible prehistoric activity was recorded in the form of cropmarks within
the central part of the application area, within an area of approximately 4.6 hectares,
to the southeast of Paulsland Farm. This includes good evidence of a partial sub-oval
shaped enclosure (Site 29) and ring ditch (Site 26), with possible evidence of a
second partial enclosure (Site 77) and ring ditch (Site 84) to the west of these,
although these were also interpreted as being of possible agricultural or geological
origin.

4.35

Medieval or possible post-medieval activity is dominated by relict field boundaries
which cover much of the northern extent of the application area (Site 81). These
broad linear and curvilinear earthwork ditches appear to have passed out of use by
the time of the parish tithe map. Other more dispersed former field boundaries of
potential medieval date were also recorded within the southern half of the application
area and were visible as cropmarks (Sites 79 & 80), as earthwork banks (Site 78)
and as an earthwork ditch (Site 76).

4.36

Two earthwork ditches of probable 19th century date were recorded within the northwestern extent of the site. These earthworks (Sites 82 & 83) appear to be associated
with Rull Leat (Site 87) and may represent the remains of a former catch meadow
system, diverting the flow of water from the leat to irrigate land further downslope via
a series of gutters which are now no longer visible. It is also equally likely, however,
the earthworks form part of a simple drainage system, particularly given the
dominance of other drains visible on aerial photographs within the immediate vicinity.

4.37

All these heritage assets recorded recently from aerial photographs have uncertainty
surrounding both their dating and potential evidential values, which consequently
limits any assessment of their significance. Therefore they are currently considered
to be of either unknown or low significance.

5

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREA
Introduction

5.1

This section of the report is based on a map progression exercise undertaken on a
series of historic maps relating to the area of proposed development. Research has
been conducted at the Devon Heritage Centre, Exeter. Extracts of relevant maps are
included here as Appendix 3.
The site lies close to the historic core of Cullompton. A settlement at Cullompton is
recorded as early as AD880, when it was ‘Columntune’. Throughout most of the
medieval period it was a royal holding. The parish church dates to the 15th century,
but is probably the site of an earlier complex dating to the late Saxon period.
Parish tithe map, 1841 and apportionment, 1839 (Appendix 3: Map 1)

5.2

The application area is covered by the tithe map for Cullompton and its related
apportionment. The apportionment information showing all the relevant fields,
including plot numbers, ownership, land use and description is presented in Table 2
below.
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Plot

Landowner

Occupier

Description

Land use

285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
322
321
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
331a
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
340a
341
342
343
344
345
346
348
349
351
352
353
354
355

Baker, Robert Esq
Mark Farrant, Senior
Mark Farrant, Senior
Mark Farrant, Senior
Baker, Robert Esq
Mark Farrant, Senior
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Templar, Sarah
Templar, Sarah
Templar, Sarah
Heathfield, Thomas
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
School of Tiverton
School of Tiverton
School of Tiverton
Farrant, Samuel
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq

Mark Farrant
Mark Farrant Junior
Mark Farrant Junior
Mark Farrant Junior
Mark Farrant
Mark Farrant Junior
Mark Farrant
Mark Farrant
William Pike
William Pike
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Nicholas Wish
Robert Staddon
Robert Staddon
Robert Staddon
Mark Farrant
John Martin
John Martin
John Martin

Little Path Field
Brick Close
Calves Plot
Higher Lapper Meadow
Six Acres
Lower Lapper Meadow
Severn Acres
Lower Path Field
Spire Meadow
Morgans Meadow
Long Close
Georges Well Field
Georges Well Close
Rushes Close
Hill Close
Brim Close
Scotch Close
Long Meadow
Lower Moor
Nursery in the above
Great Moor
Great Orchard
Pump Orchard
House Lanes
Higher Orchard
Pear Tree Close
Oak Brill
Rull Close
Three Acres
Cross Parks
Nursery in the above
Satchland Meadow
Lower Sutton Meadow
Sutton Meadow
Coppice
Lower Hill Close
Gt. Water Leat Meadow
Long Meadow
Little Barn Mead
Water Leat Meadow
Broberry Hill
Cowing Park
Middle Hill Close
Higher Hill Orchard
Great Orchard
Cabbage Close
House and Barton
House and Barton
Cottage and Garden
Back Orchard
Little Field
Rull Meadow
Green Close
Stoney Land
Road Close
Round Close
Middle Field
Six Acres
Higher Moor
Lower Double Gate Close
Higher Double Gate Close
Higher Barns Close

Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Meadow
Pasture
Meadow
Pasture
Pasture
Meadow
Meadow
Pasture
Arable
Pasture
Arable
Arable
Arable
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Nursery
Arable
Orchard
Orchard
Garden
Orchard
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable
Nursery
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Coppice
Arable
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Pasture
Arable
Arable
Orchard
Orchard
Pasture
Garden
Orchard
Pasture
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Meadow
Arable
Arable
Arable
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
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Plot

Landowner

Occupier

Description

Land use

366
367
368
369
370
371
372

Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Baker, Robert Esq
Holland Thomas
Templar, Sarah
Frost, Joseph
Martin, John & Pike,
William
Holland, Thomas
School of Tiverton
Farrant, Samuel
School of Tiverton
School of Tiverton
Frost, John, Senior
Frost, John, Senior
Earl of Egremont,
James Partridge (?)
Sparks, Henry Esq
Sparks, Henry Esq
Sparks, Henry Esq

John Martin
John Martin
John Saunders
Charles Surton
John Saunders
Joseph Frost
Thomas ?

Lower Barns Close
Well Close
Garden
Cottage and Garden
Cottage and Garden
Paradise Cottage
Garden

Pasture
Pasture
Garden
Garden
Garden
Garden
Garden

Richard Cousins
Robert Staddon
Mark Farrant
Robert Staddon
Robert Staddon
Frost, John
Frost, John
Samuel Goodhand

Two Gardens
Bridge Meadow
First Plot Moor
Rag
Part of Rag
Second Broomfield
Third Broomfield
Holmead Close

Garden
Pasture
Pasture
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable

Daniel Bishop
Daniel Bishop
Daniel Bishop

Orchard
Path Field
Ellen (?) Field

Orchard
Arable
Pasture

373
374
378
379
380
411
412
413
418
421
422

Table 2: Extract from the tithe apportionment, 1839
5.3

The tithe maps depict the application area comprising a total of 47 plots of land, the
majority of which were at the time arable, pasture fields and orchards. A number of
field boundaries indicated on the tithe map have since been removed and are no
longer evident as extant features (Plots 5, 7, 9 -10, 12 -17, 20 and 21). A nursery
enclosure within the northwest corner of Plot 11 (tithe plot 309) has also since been
removed. The southern boundaries of Plots 1 – 4 have been straightened since the
tithe map, and the leat (Site 87) which extends across this northern part of the
application area has been altered along with the field boundaries. Paulsland and Rull
farms are both recorded on the tithe, along with Growen Farm, located to the
northwest of the application area and listed as ‘Growing’. Potentially interesting field
names include Broberry Hill (Site 85 within Plot 6), with the berry element perhaps
indicating the presence of prehistoric or later sites, with its meaning suggesting that
there were once earthworks present that may have related to enclosed or defended
settlements. The adjacent field ‘Stoney Land’ (Site 86) could simply indicate that the
ground contains a lot of stones, or is possibly an indicator of early settlement. A series
of field names alongside the northern application area boundary with the ‘Meadow’
element is a possible indicator of early water management (Site 88). While not
allocated site numbers, some fields in the central part of the application area (Lower
Barns Close Higher Barns Close, Well Close, Higher Double Gate Close and Lower
Double Gate Close) may have some relevance. These are now assessment Plots 9
and 10. Brick Close, in what is currently Plot 11, might indicate evidence for industrial
activity in the area. These newly recorded heritage assets are currently considered
to be of unknown significance.
First edition six-inch Ordnance Survey map, 1889 (Map 2)

5.4

The first edition survey map shows very little alteration within the application area
from the tithe maps. Within Plot 5 an orchard is still depicted within the tithe plot 337,
which was listed in the apportionment under this use. The nursery and enclosure in
Plot 11 is no longer present. The expansion of Paulsland Farm is evident, and
surrounding orchards are depicted. Field boundaries are shown to have been
removed within Plots 13, 16 and 20. A sluice is also marked across Plot 13, aligned
west – east and along the line of the northern field boundary. No additional heritage
assets or features of archaeological interest are shown within the application area.
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Second edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map, 1904 (Map 3)
5.5

With the exception of an additional field boundary within Plot 21 (aligned north –
south) the second edition OS map shows no significant changes to the landscape of
the application area from the first edition Ordnance Survey map.
Historic landscape characterisation

5.6

There are two main historic landscape categories forming much of the site, which
comprise ‘Modern enclosures adapting medieval fields’ in the northern and southern
parts, with ‘Post-medieval enclosures’ on the west side and in a central narrow belt
through the centre.

6

SITE INSPECTION
Introduction

6.1

A site inspection was undertaken on 23rd and 24th September 2014 to establish the
presence of any previously unrecorded archaeological features within the application
area, to review the locations of previously recorded features that may be affected by
the development, and to consider the general archaeological potential of the land.
Land use, topography and boundary types were also recorded. The location of plots
is shown on Figs. 2-5, with photographs included as Plates 1-32).
Plot 1 (Plate 1)

6.2

Plot 1 is located at the northwest corner of the application area, adjacent to a small
lane extending between Rull Farm and Sutton Barton. The plot is irregular in shape
and slopes steeply from its western boundary to the northeast. Boundaries consist of
hedgerows, wooden post and wire fencing and the field is currently under pasture
(cattle). The entrance to the field is midway along the western boundary via a metal
gate. No surface remains, topographic anomalies or finds were visible within the plot
at the time of the walkover.
Plot 2 (Plate 2)

6.3

Plot 2 adjoins Plot 1, and is located along the northern boundary of the application
area. The plot is rectangular and the currently also under pasture (cattle). The field is
bounded on all sides by hedgerows, wooden post and wire fencing. There are metal
gateways within the western boundary and the southeast corner of the field. The land
within this plot is undulating, sloping towards the north and east, and the ground
surface is generally irregular. No topographic anomalies of archaeological interest
were identified and no surface finds were visible during the walkover.
Plot 3 (Plate 3)

6.4

Plot 3 adjoins Plot 2, and is located along the northern boundary of the application
area. The field is currently under pasture (bullocks), and is rectangular in shape,
sloping down to the north. The boundaries consist of wooden post and wire fencing,
in addition to hedgerows (western and eastern boundaries) and a substantial bank
and ditch to the north. No features of archaeological interest or surface finds were
identified during the walkover.
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Plot 4 (Plates 4 & 5)
6.5

Plot 4 adjoins Plot 3, and forms the northeast corner of the application area. The plot
is currently under pasture (cattle) and appeared to have been ploughed in the past
(visible along the southern boundary). There are three access points via metal gates
within the western, southern and eastern boundaries. Immediately east of the field is
Willand Road (B3181) and a small roundabout. The field is rectangular and slopes
gradually to the northeast. Clear views to the north and east are apparent from within
this plot. The boundaries consist of hedgerows with internal electric fencing. No
features of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the time of the
walkover.
Plot 5 (Plates 6-8)

6.6

Plot 5 is among the largest within the application area, and is located immediately
south of Plots 1 and 2, north of Rull Farm and its outbuildings. Access to the field is
via open trackway from the lane to the west. At the time of the walkover a crop was
present covering the majority of the field. A 4-5m, narrowing to 2-3m strip of the field
along the western, northern and eastern boundaries was under stubble following the
relatively recent removal of a crop. Within these areas the ploughed soil was visible.
The field is located on (locally) high ground which slopes to the northwest and
northeast. Long distance views are attested over the lower ground to the northeast
and northwest from within the southern area of the plot. No features or finds of
archaeological interest were identified during the walkover, although the location of
the plot and the topographic setting are typical of early settlement locales. Rull leat
extends along the northern boundary of this plot, adjacent two and within the southern
boundaries of Plots 1 and 2.
Plot 6 (Plate 8)

6.7

Plot 6 is located immediately south of Plot 3, and north of Rull House. At the time of
the walkover this plot was under a high crop of maize and was not accessible.
Generally level high ground.
Plot 7 (Plate 9)

6.8

Plot 7 is located south of Plot 4, and continues the eastern boundary of the application
area adjacent to Willand Road (B3181). At the time of the walkover this plot was
under a high crop of maize and was not accessible. Ground slopes moderately to
gently down to the east.
Plot 8 (Plate 10)

6.9

Plot 8 is situated to the south of Plot 5, on the opposite side of the lane extending
from Rull Farm to Sutton Barton. The plot is an irregular shape, on relatively level
high ground and currently under grass (pasture). Access to the field is via a metal
gate along the lane on the northwest corner. The plot is bounded by tall hedgerows,
and trackways (both public bridleways) to the west, south and east. Only the trackway
to the east is currently accessible, the trackways along the southern and eastern
boundaries are now overgrown. An outbuilding or temporary structure is visible within
an overgrown area along the northern boundary of the field, although this area is
inaccessible. No features of archaeological interest, topographic anomalies or
surface finds were identified during the site visit.
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Plot 9 (Plate 11)
6.10

Plot 9 is located south of Rull Farm, east of Plots 8 and 12 and adjoining Plot 10. The
field is currently utilised for chicken sheds and the majority of the area is covered by
temporary structures, refuse and disused sheds. Ground disturbance is evident
across the plot, and trackways created by regular access have developed from the
northeast corner. The plot slopes upward towards the south and west, and is bounded
on all sides by tall hedgerows and trees as well as additional wooden post and wire
fencing intermittently. A trackway (public bridleway) runs north-south along the
western boundary. Access to the plot is via Plot 10 and a metal gateway. No features
of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the time of the walkover.
Plot 10 (Plate 12)

6.11

Plot 10 is located along Willand Road (B3181), adjoining Plot 9, and continues the
eastern boundary of the application area. The field is currently overgrown meadow,
and is accessed via a metal gate within its northern boundary along Rull Lane.
Hembury View House is located in the northeast corner of the Plot, and the Culm
Valley Integrated Centre for Health is located along the eastern boundary. Along its
western, northern and southern boundaries hedgerows and trees form the perimeter,
and a wooden post and wire fence along the eastern side and surrounding the health
centre. A number of disused chicken sheds are located along the southern boundary,
and a derelict caravan on the western side. The field slopes downwards from its
northwest corner, and affords clear views over Cullompton and the surrounding area.
No features of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the time of the
walkover.
Plot 11 (Plates 13 & 14)

6.12

Plot 11 is a small, roughly rectangular enclosed field within the western side of the
application area, adjoining Plots 12, 13 and 14. Two large ponds are present within
the western and central areas of the field and only the eastern side is accessible due
to the overgrowth of trees and vegetation surrounding the ponds. The field is recorded
as ‘Brick Close’ on the 1839 parish tithe apportionment, with the ponds therefore
possibly representing former clay extraction pits. The ground within this plot is
relatively level, and with the exception of access evident along the eastern side of the
field appears to be largely undisturbed and undeveloped ground. The western
boundary is heavily overgrown, but appears to extend from a hedgerow between this
plot and Plot 13, and the northern, eastern and southern boundaries consist of
wooden post and wire fencing. No features of archaeological interest or surface finds
were visible at the time of the walkover.
Plot 12 (Plate 15)

6.13

Plot 12 is located immediately east of Plot 11 and south of Plot 8. The field is currently
under a high crop of maize and is inaccessible. This plot covers a large area and
slopes gently down to the south and west.
Plot 13 (Plate 16)

6.14

Plot 13 refers to a roughly L-shaped strip of pasture land that extends around Plots
14, 16 and 17. This plot is now an open area of pasture (cattle) and the historic
boundaries within it have been breached or removed. Within its northwest area the
field slopes gently down to the southeast, and the remnants of a field boundary are
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visible as a diagonal extending from west-east. The northern-most extent of this area
is crossed by small streams and is very wet ground. Access to this plot is via metal
gate situated along the lane between Growen Cottages and Growen Farm. The
eastern area of the field which adjoins Plots 14 (east) and 16 and 17 (west) is
currently pasture, the topography is undulating and becomes increasingly wet ground
further south. A number of streams run along the eastern boundary of the field within
or next to the hedgerows. The boundaries of this plot are a combination of hedgerows
with internal post and barbed-wire fencing, interspersed with trees and extensive
vegetation. No features of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the
time of the walkover.
Plot 14 (Plate 17)
6.15

Plot 14 is an irregular strip of land extending around the curved boundary of Plots 12
and 15 to the east. The plot consists of two smaller areas currently divided by a
wooden post and wire fence and accessed via metal gates. The ground is overgrown
and a combination of pasture and reed beds covering boggy ground are along the
western boundaries. The hedgerows are tree-lined between this plot and those
immediately to the west. The topography is relatively level, although the ground
surface is uneven and recently disturbed by cattle. No features of archaeological
interest or surface finds were visible at the time of the walkover.
Plot 15 (Plates 18, 19 & 32)

6.16

Plot 15 is one of the largest within the application area, and extends across the
western side of a locally prominent hill to its highest point, adjoining Plot 12 (north)
and Plot 9 (east). At the time of the site visit the plot was under high crop (maize) and
inaccessible.
Plots 16 and 17 (Plates 20 & 21)

6.17

Plots 16 and 17 are located within the western part of the application area, and are
among the largest fields. Although divided by hedgerow, both were under a high crop
of maize at the time of the walkover and inaccessible. These fields adjoin Plot 13,
which extends around their northern and eastern boundaries. The boundaries consist
of hedgerow and trees, with post and wire fencing also visible in some areas and
trees amongst the hedgerow. A lane extends along their western boundary towards
Growen Farm to the northwest. These plots are on relatively high ground which
slopes gently down to the south and west.
Plot 18 (Plate 22)

6.18

Plot 18 is an approximately square area of rough pasture and reed bed on heavily
waterlogged ground south of Plot 13. This plot is separated from Plot 19 to the east
by temporary electric fencing, which extends along the stream between to the two
plots. The ground surface is uneven and pitted (recently used by cattle). Boundaries
to the north and west comprise hedgerows, trees and wooden post and wire fencing.
A spring is present within the southern corner of the plot, and joins the stream running
from the north towards the southeast. No features of archaeological interest or
surface finds were visible at the time of the walkover.
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Plot 19 (Plate 23)
6.19

Plot 19 is a narrow strip of land adjoining the southern boundary of Plot 14, the
eastern boundary of Plot 18, and the southern curved boundary of Plot 15. Like Plot
18, this field is waterlogged and partially covered in reeds adjacent to the stream
which creates its western boundary. The field is currently under pasture (cattle
present) and the ground surface pitted and churned by recent activity.
Topographically, the field is on relatively level ground, and is situated at a low point
below St Andrew’s Hill to the south and Rull Hill to the north. The boundaries comprise
hedgerows and wooden post and wire fencing, with an electric fence along the
boundary to Plot 18. Access to the field is via metal gate located near the southeast
corner onto St Georges Well Avenue. No features of archaeological interest or
surface finds were visible at the time of the walkover.
Plot 20 (Plates 24-26)

6.20

Plot 20 is located north of Tiverton Road and accessed via double metal gate from a
track which runs along its eastern boundary and leads to Growen Farm. This plot is
situated within the southern part of the application area and adjacent to Plot 17. The
plot is currently divided into a number of smaller temporary paddocks currently grazed
by horses, smaller enclosures and a variety of outbuildings, including chicken sheds.
Trackways have been formed across the plot and are currently partially gravelled,
leading throughout the plot and providing access around the chicken sheds and
towards a riding arena in the northeast corner. A remnant bank from one field
boundary represented on the Tithe map is located just beyond the gateway aligned
west – east. All other historic field boundaries appear to have been removed, and the
plot is now divided internally by wooden post and wire fencing and electric fencing.
The eastern half of the plot is largely inaccessible due to the restricted access chicken
shed, while the western half of the plot which is used for paddocks remains
undeveloped. The ground surface in the western area is uneven and currently under
grass. The field slopes down the northwest, and clear views are afforded across in
this direction. Modern housing lies immediately beyond the southern boundary. No
features of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the time of the
walkover.
Plot 21 (Plates 27-29)

6.21

Plot 21 adjoins Cullompton Cemetery and is located on the western slopes of St
Andrew’s Hill, adjacent to Tiverton Road. The field is currently under thick grass, and
no livestock were present at the time of the walkover. Access to the plot is via a
wooden gate and trackway immediately off Tiverton Road to the south, and a second
metal gate which opens through the northern boundary of the plot onto Goblin Lane.
The field slopes down to the south and west, and from the higher ground near the
northeast boundaries affords clear views in these directions. The historic field
boundaries present on the tithe map are no longer extant or visible. The boundaries
of the plot consist of hedgerows and trees to the north, south and west, and wooden
post and wire fencing dividing this plot from the adjacent cemetery extension to the
east. No features of archaeological interest or surface finds were visible at the time
of the walkover.
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Topographic siting
6.22

Given the size of the application area and the inaccessibility of a number of plots due
to the presence of crops at the time of the assessment, additional consideration has
been afforded to the topographic character of the area.

6.23

The core of the town of Cullompton is situated on the western side of the River Culm
and stretches along the valley on relatively low-lying ground. The application area is
situated to the west / northwest of the town and occupies the slopes of two locally
prominent and adjacent hills, St Andrew’s Hill in the south (Plate 31) and Rull Hill to
the north (Plate 30), as well as the low-lying land which falls between them. The lower
lying plots to the north of St Andrew’s Hill and south of Rull Hill form effective natural
drainage, and numerous small streams and springs are located within this area.
Similarly to the north of Rull Hill, along Plots 1-4, which are located at the base of the
hill slope a leat (Site 87) has evidently been partly maintained since the 1800s
(identified on the tithe map of Cullompton).

6.24

Both St Andrew’s Hill (which is known to be the location of a two-phase Roman fort
and camp) and Rull Hill (upon which a cluster of prehistoric assets is recorded) afford
clear views over the local area and are surrounded by plentiful water sources. The
topographic siting and natural resources within the application area is therefore
suggestive of land which is suitable for both early settlement as well as prehistoric
funerary activity.

7

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

7.1

The results of archaeological investigations off Willand Road (Site 30), abutting Plot
10, as well as those to the northwest of Plot 13 at Growen Farm (Site 42) suggest
that at least for the later prehistoric periods, settlement was dispersed along the west
valley side and situated on east or south-facing slopes. A possible ring ditch is
recorded within Plot 12 (Site 26), and a flint findspot and enclosure (Site 29) within
Plot 15 to the south. These assets are located on the slopes of Rull Hill. Given the
number and pattern of currently recorded prehistoric assets both within and
surrounding the application area, it is therefore likely that further as yet unknown
deposits and sub-surface remains dating to the later prehistoric periods may also be
present within the application area. Of particular note are the field names Broberry
Hill and Stoney Land in the northern part (Sites 85 and 86).

7.2

The existing record for Romano-British activity within the area demonstrates
continuity with this pattern, as well as a preference for higher ground to the west of
the River Culm and its tributaries. The focal point during this period was most likely
the Roman Fort on St Andrew's Hill (Site 1), and settlement is attested to the
southeast of the fort at Site 45 less than 500m away, as well as dispersed findspots
being recorded to the north at Rull Hill (Site 23), Willand Road (Event 4), a coin to the
west (Site 70), to the east unstratified pottery sherds are recorded at the Walronds
(Event 19) and to the south the possible civil settlement at Shortlands Lane (Event
23). The growth of the settlement during the Romano-British period is evidenced by
the increased number and broader spatial distribution of these assets. It is therefore
possible that currently unknown Romano-British sub-surface remains exist within the
application area. A small part of the scheduled area for the Roman fort is located
within Plot 21 of this assessment, the avoidance of which will need to be considered
at the design and layout stage.
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7.3

The known assets dating to the medieval, post-medieval and modern periods relate
primarily to dispersed rural settlements and historical agriculture, as well as to the
economic and industrial activity associated with the town. Any previously unknown
sites or archaeological deposits dating to these periods within the application area is
likely to relate to early field systems, drainage and associated agricultural activity.
Cartographic evidence does not suggest the presence of any subsequently removed
structures within the application area.

7.4

The site walkover inspection did not reveal any additional archaeological features or
finds visible on the surface. A number of plots, including those containing recorded
non-designated assets, were inaccessible during the walkover and therefore
confirmation of the location and/or the condition of these sites could not be
ascertained. The topography of the application area is, however, suggestive of land
suitable for both early settlement and funerary activity.

7.5

There is clearly some archaeological interest in the application area, which is based
on previously recorded and new evidence, as well as the numerous excavations
carried out as part of other developments within the vicinity. Probably of most interest
are the potential enclosures and ring ditches recorded as cropmarks, the numerous
metal working findspots and the newly identified field-name evidence. Land-use and
topography are also a factor, with the higher and gentle sloping ground having the
greater potential for the presence of early settlement and funerary activity, while the
lower-lying ground being boggy and containing little in the way of previously recorded
information, is considered of limited interest.

7.6

Based on a review of known heritage asset locations within the application area, the
proximity to nearby heritage assets/excavated evidence and the topography of each
field, it is considered that parts of Plots 5, 6, 10, 12, 15 and 21 have the most potential
for the presence or early buried archaeological remains relating to former settlement
or funerary activity. Those with the lowest potential would be Plots 13, 14, 18, 19 and
20. This consideration may, however, be refined as future investigations are
undertaken.

8

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON SETTINGS

8.1

The impact of the proposed development on the setting of the surrounding designated
heritage assets was also considered during the site visit. As final layouts and designs
are not currently available, it is not possible at this stage to conduct a full settings
assessment, but a summary of the designated heritage assets whose settings form
part of their significance and which have the most potential to be impacted upon by
the proposed development is provided below.
Cullompton Conservation Area

8.2

Cullompton Conservation Area encompasses the older core of the town (Fig. 2). It
comprises linear development extending either side of the B3181. The commercial
centre runs along this axis with most of the older frontage development flanking High
Street and Fore Street. There are 50 listed buildings within the Cullompton
Conservation area, including the Grade I 15th century St Andrew’s Church, the Grade
II 16th century Trotts Almshouses, and the 17th century Grade I Walronds, Grade II*
Merchants House and the Manor House Hotel. The conservation area is considered
to be a high significance asset, itself containing a number of high and medium
significance assets. The area of special historic interest outlined in the town
conservation area appraisal also highlights the presence of the Scheduled Monument
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(Roman forts on St Andrew’s Hill) and a number of ‘important unlisted buildings’ which
are considered to enhance the character of the town. The conservation area is
located in close proximity to the eastern boundaries of the application area and,
although largely separated by existing buildings, there is the possibility for potential
intervisibility between the proposed development and the assets within the
conservation area.
Roman Forts and Camps, St Andrew’s Hill
8.3

The Roman forts and camps situated on St Andrew’s Hill are a Scheduled Monument,
and as discussed above (4.2) are considered to be assets of high significance. The
topographic, physical setting of the fort was likely to have been an influential factor in
its siting, and its location on the summit of the hill overlooking the River Culm and the
surrounding area would have provided a clear vantage point and a strategic position.
This physical setting has undergone significant alteration since the Romano-British
period and, in combination with the local growth of trees and hedgebanks, the
increasing built-up areas of the town make a full comprehension of this topography
more difficult in the field. The visual setting of the monument has also been altered
by these developments and the setting of this asset is now better appreciated through
the additional use of mapping. Despite the alterations which have taken place
surrounding the monument, the setting of this asset makes a contribution to its
significance, so given its proximity to the application area it is considered to be
susceptible to impact by the proposed development.
Grade I and II Listed buildings outside the historic core of the town

8.4

There are 13 listed buildings within the selected study area, only a small number of
which are likely to have any intervisibility with the application area and the proposed
development. Given their high – medium significance these assets may require
further consideration as part of any future settings assessment. The Grade I listed
Moorstone Barton is located to the north of the application area, and as a farmhouse
does not have any designed views or landscapes forming a significant part of its
setting. This asset does not have clear intervisibility with the application area, and is
unlikely to be impacted. The majority of the Grade II listed buildings within the study
area are farmhouses, farmsteads and detached houses. None of these assets have
designated views or designed landscape gardens which are likely to be affected by
the development. The broader landscape context of all of these listed structures is
the currently rural and agricultural landscape that surrounds Cullompton town. This
broader landscape forms part of the visual setting of these assets, and while this does
not make a direct contribution to their significance, it is considered that these assets
may require further consideration should direct intervisibility be likely.

9

CONCLUSIONS

9.1

A total of 88 heritage assets, including 14 designated assets, is present within the
study area, with this figure excluding the listed buildings within the historic core of the
town and it’s Conservation Area. A number of the non-designated assets are located
within the application area or adjacent to its boundaries. Cartographic evidence
reveals a relatively unchanged rural and agricultural landscape covering the
application area, with the tithe apportionment of 1839 containing field name evidence
such as ‘Broberry Hill’ and adjacent ‘Stoney Land’, which may indicate hitherto
unknown evidence for early settlement.
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9.2

Since the 1980s, when aerial photographic survey commissioned by Devon County
Council identified multiple Roman forts on St Andrew's Hill and a number of probable
prehistoric settlement enclosures on the surrounding hills, archaeological
investigations within the town and its vicinity have continued to identify and confirm
evidence for archaeological activity spanning from the later prehistoric through to the
post-medieval and modern periods. Fieldwork within the area has demonstrated
extensive and varied archaeological remains indicative of long-term settlement,
agriculture and industry along the western side of the Culm valley.

9.3

The site walkover inspection did not identify any previously unrecorded sites of
archaeological interest or surface remains, although the suitability of the landscape
for early settlement and prehistoric funerary activity is clearly evident.

9.4

A large number of boundaries within the application area are depicted on historic
mapping and, where hedged, are considered to be important hedgerows under
criterion 5a of Schedule 1, Part II of the Hedgerow Regulations of 1997, as they are
recorded in a document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an integral
part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Act. Many of the boundaries are
preserved as hedgebanks, with their retention or alignments, at least in part,
desirable. Hedgebanks could conceivably have been constructed much earlier than
the medieval period and can often provide important archaeological and
environmental information, for example from any buried land surfaces beneath the
banks and associated now in-filled ditches. If removal or breaches through any
hedgebank is proposed, then archaeological recording either prior to or during the
work may be required.

9.5

The application area comprises a large (c. 70 hectares) area of historically
undeveloped and primarily agricultural land. Existing impacts on the archaeological
resource are most likely to include ploughing and other intrusive agricultural practices
such as drainage. It is considered likely that within the areas which have not been
subject to deep ploughing, and beneath the plough pan, that there is the potential for
archaeological deposits to at least partially remain intact.

9.6

Based on current evidence there are known non-designated heritage assets which
are likely to be directly impacted upon by development depending on design and
layout of the proposed scheme, but there is nothing identified at this level of
assessment that would be considered to act as a constraint to developing the land.
In addition, the recovery of surface artefacts and field name evidence indicates the
possible presence of currently unknown in situ localised buried archaeological
remains. The previously recorded assets of arguably most archaeological interest are
the two possible prehistoric enclosures and two possible ring ditches from former
barrows recorded as cropmarks within the application area. If confirmed as present,
the historic agricultural use of the land has already caused damage to these assets
mainly through ploughing; the enclosures are likely to originally have had associated
defensive banks, while the ring ditches will have had internal mounds when
constructed.

10
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Plate 12: Plot 10 looking southeast

AC archaeology

Plate 13: Plot 11 looking northwest across the ponds
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Plate 17: Plot 14 looking southeast with St Andrew’s Hill
beyond
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Plate 25: Structures currently within Plot 20

Plate 26: Trackway through Plot 20
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Plate 28: Plot 21 looking northeast (upslope) on St Andrew’s
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Plate 29: Plot 21 looking along the boundary to the adjacent
cemetery

Plate 30: Looking from the west towards Plots 12 and 15 on
Rull Hill

Plate 31: Looking over Plot 13 towards St Andrew’s Hill from
the north

Plate 32: Looking east at Plot 15 upslope
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Appendix 1: Summary of Heritage Assets
Site
No.

Devon
HER ref.

NGR

Form/
evidence
type

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Grading of
Significance

1

MDV29189

ST 0180 0764

Aerial
photographic
evidence

RomanoBritish

1019543

Scheduled
Monument

High

2

MDV88870
MDV18603
MDV58403

ST 0160 0991

Extant
Building

Early
medieval

1306763

Grade I

3

MDV19294

ST 0117 0922

Documentary
evidence

Early
medieval postmedieval

1168939

Grade II

Roman Forts and Camps on St Andrew’s Hill,
Cullompton.
Two Roman Forts and two Roman Camps were
observed as cropmarks during aerial reconnaissance
in 1984, on St Andrew’s Hill to the north of
Cullompton. A geophysical survey in 1994 confirmed
the presence of the archaeological anomalies
identified as cropmarks. Evaluation excavation in
1992 revealed a substantial defensive ditch belonging
to the western side of the larger enclosure, and finds
from both the excavation and fieldwalking confirm a
date of AD 50 to 70 for the earliest fort. To date, the
investigations have confirmed that extensive and
varied high quality archaeological remains extend
across an area of c. 3 ha.
Moorstone Barton, Halberton.
The farmhouse of Moorstone Barton dates from the
14th century, with the main range conforming to the
three-room, through-passage plan. Moorstone Barton
was Linor in Domesday.
Sutton Barton, Halberton (Farmstead).
Sutton Barton was Suetatona in Domesday. The
current farmhouse was built for G.Q. Pedlar in 1866
when the old (possibly C17) house (part of which
survives as a rear wing) was burnt down. Stone,
rendered, the rear wing of cob, plastered, all under
gabled-end slate roofs.

High

Medium
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4

MDV72414
MDV88884

ST 0163 0993

Extant
Building

Postmedieval modern

1105887

Grade II

5

MDV11450

ST 0193 0857

Extant
Building

Medieval modern

1168575

Grade II

6

MDV22273

ST 0160 0840

Extant
Structure

Medieval to
postmedieval

1326148

Grade II

7

MDV88887

ST 0085 0827

Extant
Building

1168527

Grade II

8

MDV88964

ST 0035 0807

Extant
building/
structures

Postmedieval

1326149

Grade II

9

MDV89094

ST 0010 0743

Extant building

Postmedieval

1105914

Grade II

Farm buildings at Moorstone Barton, Halberton.
Range of barns, linhay, granary and other farm
buildings to the east of Moorstone Barton. Mid to late
19th century. Cob, plastered on stone footings, and
also random rubble sandstone and volcanic trap.
Hipped and gabled-end slate roofs. The two storey
granary and barn to the north of the group is the
single most important building; hipped roofs, brought
down as a catslide over central double door hayloft,
the doors 19th century; ground floor arcade of three
round-headed arches, with brick voussoirs. Nesting
holes or bee-boles under eaves. The other buildings
in the range, especially the entrance range to the east
contribute to the group.
Little Rull.
A late medieval farmhouse with later alterations and
additions, which was restored in 1975.
1 and 2 Paulsland Farmhouse.
The farmhouse was built in the late 15th century, with
later alterations and additions, and is now divided into
two dwellings.
Growen farmhouse and adjacent range of farm
buildings to the south.
Farmhouse with range of farm buildings comprising
former cider house, hayloft and stables. Probably a
late-C16 or C17 core, completely remodelled in the
C19. Cob, stone plinth, roughcast, under mottled-grey
slate hipped and gabled end roof. Probably a former
3-room, through-passage plan, the lower-end to the
right of the passage, with a rear parlour wing forming
an L-shaped plan overall.
Wells Park including front garden wall and
railings
Detached house. Early C19. Cob, stone plinth,
plastered, under hipped slate roof. 2 storeys. Brick
garden wall with piers supporting bowls, along with
the contemporary railings are included in this listing.
Ponsford Farmhouse
C17 with later alterations. Cob, stone plinth, plastered
under half- hipped and gabled-end thatch roof.
Formerly a 3-room, cross-passage plan with parlour
wing, extended as a barn and subsequently converted
to accommodation.

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium
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10

MDV89099

ST 0015 0738

Extant building

11

MDV89103

ST 0046 0700

Extant building

12

MDV43747

ST 0184 0736

Extant building

13

MDV76965

ST 0161 0743

14

MDV76964

15

Postmedieval

1168832

Grade II

1306830

Grade II

Postmedieval

1168845

Grade II

Extant building

Postmedieval

1105874

Grade II

ST 0166 0741

Extant building

Postmedieval

1326139

Grade II

MDV58405

ST 0159 0991

Documentary
Evidence

Medieval

-

-

16

MDV22274

ST 0215 0957

Artefact
scatter

-

-

17

MDV67970

ST 022 095

-

-

18

MDV58840

ST 022 095

Artefact
Scatter
Artefact
Scatter

Early
Neolithic Late Bronze
Age
Prehistoric
Early
Neolithic Late Bronze
Age

-

-

Helmore
Detached house, formerly a farmhouse. Late C16 or
early C17. Random rubble sandstone and volcanic
trap to rear (facing roadside), cob, stone footing,
plastered, to front, under half-hipped and gabled-end
roof.
Lower Knowle
Detached house. Late C16 or early C17 with later
alterations. Cob and stone mix, roughcast, under
gabled-end slate roof. This building is listed primarily
for its C16 and C17 carpentry detailing.
Victoria Hall, Tiverton Lane, including railings and
gatepiers
Former meeting house, early to mid 19th century.
Symmetrical three-bay front with central pointed
doorway and tall two-light pointed windows to either
side. Mid C19. Plastered under hipped slate roof.
Deeply overhanging eaves. Coursed stone plinth,
gate and corner piers, with overthrow; the railings are
simple spearhead uprights, those to the side
contemporary with the Hall. The hall is currently in
use as a day-care nursery (‘Young Ones’).
Mortuary Chapel, Cullompton
Nonconformist mortuary chapel, one of two identical
buildings in cemetery. Dated 1856.
Mortuary Chapel, Cullompton Cemetery
Church of England mortuary chapel, one of two
chapels in the cemetery. Dated 1856.
Moorstone Barton, Chapel.
Documentary evidence records that John Walrond
was married to a daughter of John Ganson in the
private chapel of Moorstone in 1449.
Flint Scatter.
137 flint fragments, with 45 pieces of struck chert
including a leaf-shaped arrowhead and an early
Bronze age barbed and tanged arrowhead.
Flint Scatter.
A flint and chert scatter was found during fieldwalking.
Flint Scatter.
19 pieces of chert, and 45 pieces of flint together with
7 small lumps of iron slag and some pot sherds.

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Unknown

Low

Low
Low
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19

MDV62756

ST 0255 0951

Documentary
Evidence

Unknown

-

-

20

MDV4578

ST 025 095

Documentary
Evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

21

MDV67481

ST 0207 0902

Cartographic
Evidence

Postmedieval to
modern

-

-

22

MDV105387

ST 0242 0893

Findspot

Medieval to
postmedieval

-

-

23

MDV105385

ST 0170 0880

Findspot

RomanoBritish

-

-

24

MDV14418

ST 0195 0858

Cartographic
Evidence

Medieval

-

-

25

MDV58849

ST 0200 0850

Findspot

Medieval

-

-

26

MDV42623

ST 0179 0829

Cropmark

Prehistoric

-

-

27

MDV62792

ST 019 083

Findspot

Medieval

-

-

28

MDV59813

ST 017 082

Findspot

Prehistoric

-

-

Mill.
The site of ‘Five Bridges Mill’ on the Spratford stream
tributary of the River Culm.
Linhay.
A type 1 linhay with timber posts and beams running
from the front to back.
Cottage.
The site of ‘Burn Cottage’ is shown on the Ordnance
Survey 25 inch map of 1880s as a square building
within an irregular shaped yard with an orchard to the
north and west.
Artefact Scatter, Herrons Bank, Rull Farm,
Cullompton.
A series of artefacts dating from the medieval period
onwards were recovered by metal detectorists at
Herrons Bank, to the northeast of Rull Farm. The
artefacts include buckles and coins.
Roman artefacts.
A series of Roman artefacts consisting of coins and a
fragment of brooch were found by metal detectorists
at Rull Farm, Cullompton. Artefacts dating to the
medieval and later periods were also recovered.
Little Rull, Farm Buildings.
The site of farm buildings located to the east of Little
Rull farmhouse is shown on 19th and 20th century
maps. The farm buildings are not present on modern
maps.
Spindle Whorl, Rull Lane.
A medieval spindle whorl was found in a field at Rull
Lane, Cullompton.
Ring Ditch to the southeast of Paulsland Farm,
Cullompton.
A prehistoric ring ditch was recorded as a cropmark to
the southeast of Paulsland Farm in 1984.
Stirrup Strap Mount from the south of Rull Lane.
A late Saxon stirrup strap mount was found while
metal detecting near Cullompton in 1997-1999.
Flint found to the south of Paulsland Farm.
A prehistoric flint was found in a field to the south of
Paulsland Farm.

Unknown

Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

Unknown

Low

Low
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29

MDV57896

ST 0175 0806

Cropmark

Prehistoric

-

-

30

MDV74213

ST 0208 0813

Sub-surface
deposit

Prehistoric
to Roman

-

-

31

MDV1412

ST 0203 0800

Documentary
Evidence

Unknown

-

-

32

MDV73679

ST 0220 0821

Findspot

Postmedieval

-

-

33

MDV69870

ST 0198 0771

Documentary
Evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

34

MDV45575

ST 016 075

Sub-surface
deposit

Medieval to
postmedieval

-

-

35

MDV45576

ST 016 075

Sub-surface
deposit

Unknown

-

-

36

MDV76966

ST 0164 0745

Documentary
Evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

37

MDV78246

ST 0162 0752

Cartographic
Evidence

Unknown

-

-

Enclosure near Cullompton.
The northern side of a single ditched curvilinear
enclosure was recorded as a cropmark during aerial
reconnaissance in 1995.
Roman Features to the west of Willand Road,
Cullompton.
A series of archaeological features dating to the
Roman period including field boundaries, sections of
three sub-rectangular enclosures, part of a circular
enclosure and possible postholes, were identified
during an excavation by Foundations Archaeology in
2007. A curvilinear gully and two pits likely to date to
the prehistoric period were also excavated.
St George’s Well, Cullompton.
The location of St George’s Well is marked on Donn’s
map of 1765. A spring is shown on early Ordnance
Survey mapping.
Pottery from Oakfield, Cullompton.
Sherds of pottery dating from the 16th-19th centuries
were recovered from land to the east of Oakfield
during a watching brief by Exeter Archaeology.
Ropewalk, Cullompton.
The ropewalk is marked on late 19th and early 20th
century Ordnance Survey maps.
Shallow Ditches, St Andrew’s Hill.
An evaluation by Exeter Museum Archaeological Field
Unit revealed shallow ditches running alongside the
field boundaries to the north and west of the field.
These ditches contained post-medieval pottery.
Post-holes, St Andrew’s Hill.
Two postholes of unknown date were revealed during
an archaeological evaluation. Post-medieval pottery
was recovered from their fills.
Cemetery, Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
The site of a cemetery dating to the later 19th century
is shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of
1880s. The cemetery was extended to the north in the
20th century.
Stones to the north of Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
Two stones are shown on the 1904-1906 25 inch
Ordnance Survey map. The stones now sit within the
northern extension to the cemetery.

Unknown

Negligible

Low

Negligible

Low

Negligible

Negligible

Medium

Low
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MDV72195

ST 016 076

Documentary
Evidence

Modern

-

-

39

MDV78286

ST 0140 0758

Sub surface
deposit

Early
Neolithic –
RomanoBritish

-

-

40

MDV78282

ST 0143 0756

Sub surface
deposit

Unknown

-

-

41

MDV78285

ST 0140 0762

Sub surface
deposit

Unknown

-

-

42

MDV40079

ST 0082 0837

Cropmark

Bronze Age

-

-

43

MDV67475

ST 0059 0876

Cartographic
Evidence

Postmedieval to
modern

-

-

44

MDV78243

ST 0122 0728

Cartographic
evidence

Postmedieval modern

-

-

45

MDV78245

ST 0120 0714

Excavation /
sub-surface
deposit

RomanoBritish

-

-

Royal Observer Corps Post, Cullompton.
A former Royal Observer Post near Cullompton,
which opened in 1938 and closed by 1954.
Possible Field System north of Tiverton Road,
Cullompton.
A complex series of intercutting features, along with
some shallow irregular pits or postholes, were
excavated during an evaluation by Southwest
Archaeology in 2010. The linear features may
represent the remains of a series of prehistoric of
Romano-British field boundaries.
Trackway north of Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
A possible double ditched trackway is shown as a
double linear anomaly on a geophysical survey by
Context One Archaeological Services.
Pit to the north of Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
The possible site of a pit shown as an anomaly on a
geophysical survey by Context One Archaeological
Services.
Enclosure.
Part of a D-shaped single ditched enclosure,
approximately 40m in width, was identified from aerial
reconnaissance in 1985.
Dairy.
The site of ‘North Dairy’ is shown on the Ordnance
Survey 25 inch map of 1880s as a group of adjoining
buildings in a rectilinear yard with rectangular
enclosures to the north and east.
Site of Brickyard off Knowle Lane, Cullompton.
The name 'Brick Yard Field' suggests a brick yard in
the vicinity. Associated features of the brick yard were
identified by geophysical survey and evaluation.
Romano-British Settlement.
A number of features of archaeological potential were
recorded by geophysical survey on land between
Knowle Lane and Tiverton Road. These included, in
Plot 2, several circular feature (B, B1 and B2), B
being some 7-8 metres in diameter. These are
tentatively interpreted as roundhouse-type features
The features and finds recorded indicate the presence
of early Romano-British rural settlement, with some
potential for associated industrial activity, based upon
the recovery of hearth bottom slag fragments.

Low

Low

Low

Unknown

Unknown

Low

Negligible

Negligible
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46

MDV78247

ST 0104 0758

Cartographic
evidence

Modern

-

-

47

MDV78248

ST 0130 0716

Cartographic
evidence /
Geophysical
survey

Early
medieval modern

48

MDV78249

ST 0121 0738

Earthwork

Unknown

-

-

49

MDV78303

ST 0069 0727

Cartographic
evidence

Unknown

-

-

50

MDV78304

ST 0066 0735

Sub-surface
deposit

Unknown

-

-

51

MDV78306

ST 0088 0714

Sub-surface
deposit

Unknown

-

-

52

MDV88812

ST 0125 0755

Extant building

Postmedieval

-

-

53

MDV88865

ST 0185 0735

Extant
structure

Postmedieval

-

-

Milepost on Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
The fifth mile post from Tiverton was shown on
Ordnance Survey mapping from 1802 until 1906. It
was presumably placed there by the Tiverton
Turnpike Trust.
Field System to North of Knowle Lane,
Cullompton.
Historic maps showed a group of five gently curving
parallel field boundaries. These are indicative of the
enclosure of medieval plough strips (Collings, A. G.,
2007). A number of features with archaeological
potential were recorded during geophysical survey of
land between Knowle Lane and Tiverton Road. Plot 4
included a linear feature aligned north-north-west to
south-south-east which corresponds to a former field
boundary shown on the 1888 Ordnance Survey map
(Belcher, M. N. and Burchell, R. G. G., 2007).
Pond to South of Tiverton Road, Cullompton.
The remains of a semi-circular bank on the western
side of the field may indicate a point where the stream
that crosses the field was dammed to form a pond.
Well at Footlands, Knowle Lane.
Well shown on late 19th century Ordnance Survey
map, on Knowle Lane to north-west of Footlands.
Palaeochannels North of Knowle Lane.
Two palaeochannels on a north-east to south-west
alignment revealed during topsoil stripping in a field
on the north side of Knowle Lane.
Field Boundary Ditch, Knowle Lane.
Field boundary ditch, probably of post-medieval date,
dividing field to the south of Knowle Lane.
Trumps Barn, Tiverton Road.
Two storey thatched house with brick stacks, probably
18th century. Some casement windows with old
leaded lights.
Railings and Gate Piers, Victoria Hall.
Coursed stone plinth, gate and corner piers, with
overthrow, and railings with simple spearhead
uprights, those to the side contemporary with the Hall.

Low

Negligible

Low

Low

Negligible

Low

Low

Low
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54

MDV102141

ST 0193 0738

Archaeological
features

Postmedieval

-

-

55

MDV102385

ST 0128 0729

Linear feature

-

-

56

MDV102393

ST 0194 0729

Artefact
scatter

Early
Neolithic –
postmedieval
RomanoBritish post
Medieval

-

-

57

MDV102947

ST 0124 0722

Artefact
scatter

Early
Bronze age
- modern

-

-

58

MDV103813

ST 0163 0727

Linear feature

Unknown

-

-

59

MDV103814

ST 0163 0728

Pit

Unknown

-

-

60

MDV106661

ST 0196 0730

Cartographic Park/Garden

Postmedieval

-

-

61

MDV1406

ST 019 069

Documentary
evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

62

MDV75705

ST 0116 0660

Cartographic
evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

Linear features and pits on land to the north of
'Stoneleigh', 24 Tiverton Road.
Linear features and pits on land to the north of
'Stoneleigh', 24 Tiverton Road. Linear features are
likely to represent minor boundaries and the pits
created for the disposal of household waste.
Linear features likely to be field boundaries.
Trench evaluation on land between Knowle Lane and
Tiverton Road recorded linear features dating from
the medieval period or possibly earlier.
Artefact scatter, The Walronds, Cullompton.
Pottery sherds, clay pipes, ceramic building material
etc were recovered from the eight test pits in the
garden of The Walronds, Cullompton. The artefacts
range in date from the Romano-British to the postmedieval.
Artefact scatter, Knowle Lane.
Scatter of artefacts recovered during a trench
evaluation at land off Knowle Lane dating from the
Prehistoric period to modern times.
Linear Feature North of Shortlands Road.
Linear feature exposed during archaeological
evaluation on land off Shortlands Road, possibly
represents a field drain. Finds recovered were of 18th
century or later date.
Pit North of Shortlands Road.
A pit with a steep sloping profile was exposed during
archaeological evaluation on land off Shortlands
Road, and was excavated to a depth of 0.2 metres.
Finds recovered were all of 20th century date.
Gardens at The Walronds.
The Walronds garden is part of a former burgage plot,
and includes a walled garden adjacent to the house,
and larger garden to the rear.
Tannery, Exeter Hill.
Tannery either side of Exeter Hill, shown on late 19th
and early 20th century Ordnance Survey maps.
Rifle Range to south-west of Cullompton.
Rifle Range shown on late 19th century Ordnance
Survey map, to south-west of Cullompton.

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Low

Low

Low
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63

MDV73707

ST 0195 0725

Cartographic
evidence

Medieval

-

-

64

MDV67480

ST 0071 0725

Cartographic
evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

65

MDV15449

ST 0182 0726

Documentary
evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

66

MDV63956

ST 0152 0745

Documentary
evidence

Postmedieval

-

-

67

MDV1407

ST 0081 0714

Documentary
evidence

Medieval

-

-

68

MDV62790

ST 012 074

Findspot

Bronze age

-

-

69

MDV15448

ST 018 072

Documentary
evidence

Postmedieval modern

-

-

70

MDV62971

ST 009 077

Findspot

RomanoBritish

-

-

71

MDV67497

ST 0046 0719

Building

-

-

72

MDV80114

ST 0115 0918

Extant
structures

Postmedieval modern
Postmedieval modern

-

-

73

MDV42624

ST 0113 0969

Cropmark

Prehistoric
– RomanoBritish

-

-

Burgage Plots, Fore Street.
Medieval burgage plots on the west side of Fore
Street, suggested by plot boundaries on late 19th
century Ordnance Survey map.
Footlands, Knowle Lane
Building named 'Footlands' on east side of Knowle
Lane, shown on late 19th and early 20th century
Ordnance Survey maps.
Shortlands, Cullompton.
Large buildings at Shortlands were once workshops
of a former woollen mill, which closed in 1869.
Demolished during development in the late 20th
century.
North Gate Toll House.
Small building shown on 19th century maps, probably
a toll house of the Tiverton Turnpike Trust, and
erected in the late 18th century.
Town Leat, Cullompton.
Watercourse given to the town by the Abbot of
Buckland in 1356, from Coombe Farm to the west, to
the High Street, via Shortlands.
Bronze Age Socketed Axe found near Cullompton.
Tip of a late bronze age socketed axe found by S.
Hellier while metal detecting near Cullompton in 199799.
Bell Foundries in Tiverton.
Two bell foundries said to have existed in the mid to
late 18th century, in the Shortlands Lane area. Exact
locations unknown.
Roman Coin found near Cullompton.
Broken half of a late 1st-early 2nd century denarius
near Cullompton.
Cottage

Low

Corn Barn and Linhay, Sutton Barton.
Corn Barn and Linhay of 18th- and early 19th century
date, with 17th century features, forming north and
east sides of farmyard.
Enclosure
Curving line, length c 110m, possibly part of a large
irregular enclosure, recorded as cropmark by F.
Griffith in 1984 from aerial photographic evidence.

Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

Low

Unknown

Low

Unknown

Unknown
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74

MDV62793

ST 01 07

Findspot

Postmedieval

-

-

75

MDV53227

ST 0136 0931

Cropmark

Prehistoric
– RomanoBritish

-

-

76

MDV107969

ST 0130 0788

Earthwork

MedievalPostmedieval

-

-

77

MDV108017

ST 0158 0816

Cropmark

PrehistoricModern

-

-

78

MDV108020

ST 0160 0829

Cropmark

MedievalPostmedieval

-

-

Findspot.
Twelve 17th century tokens found by S. Hellier while
metal detecting near Cullompton in 1997-99. Mostly
farthing tokens of local origin and a halfpenny token
from Glastonbury.
Enclosure.
One arc of a very large enclosure, or else some nonclosed boundary system, recorded by RAF IRLS 1993
and recognised by D. Adams. The image shows a
large curving ditch, with minor features suggestive of
palisade trenches running parallel on either side. If
this is part of an enclosure, it is the northern (upper)
side of one lying on a south facing slope east of
Sutton farm.
Field Boundary, north of Devonia House.
A sinuous northeast to southwest aligned earthwork
ditch which generally respects the historic field
boundaries and may be of potential medieval date,
although appears to have passed out of use by the
time of the parish tithe map of approximately 1841.
Cropmarks, south of Paulsland House.
The poorly defined linear and curvilinear cropmarks
lie in close association and may form part of a
prehistoric to Romano-British enclosure or field
system. The identification of other possible prehistoric
cropmarks recorded within the area and a ring ditch to
the northeast may add some weight to this
interpretation. The cropmarks are, however, of
dubious nature and may also be of modern
agricultural origin.
Field Boundaries, south of October Cottage.
The two linear and parallel north to south aligned
banks are poorly defined and appear to be heavily
plough-spread in places. The cropmark banks closely
respect the historic field patterns and may form part of
a series of medieval strip fields, although appear to
have passed out of use by the time of the tithe map.

Low

Unknown

Low

Unknown

Low
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MDV108025

ST 0191 0823

Cropmark

MedievalPostmedieval

-

-

80

MDV108027

ST 0204 0826

Cropmark

MedievalPostmedieval

-

-

81

MDV108015

ST 0203 0873

Earthwork

MedievalPostmedieval

-

-

82

MDV108059

ST 0160 0896

Earthwork

19th
Century

-

-

Field Boundary, south of Rull Lane.
A linear, northwest to southeast aligned cropmark
ditch which closely respects the historic field
boundaries depicted on the parish tithe map of
approximately 1841, although appears to have
passed out of use by this time. The cropmark is most
likely to be of medieval to post-medieval date.
Field Boundary, south of Rull Lane.
A linear, northwest to southeast aligned cropmark
ditch which closely respects the historic field
boundaries depicted on the parish tithe map of
approximately 1841, although appears to have
passed out of use by this time. The cropmark is most
likely to be of medieval to post-medieval date.
Field Boundaries, north of Rull Farm.
The broad earthwork ditches measure up to 18m in
width and are spread across an area of approximately
11 hectares on the north and east facing slope of a
hilltop. The boundaries are broadly north to south and
east to west aligned and generally respect the historic
field system partly based on medieval enclosures
derived from strip fields. The boundaries appear,
however, to have largely passed out of use by the
time of the Cullompton parish tithe map of 1841.
Earthwork, southeast of Sutton Barton.
A broad L-Shaped earthwork ditch which measures
approximately 8.5m in width and extends from Rull
leat, at its western extent, towards the east, with a
sharp angular corner, where the ditch then continues
downslope towards the northeast. The earthwork may
represent the remains of a catch meadow system,
diverting the flow of water from Rull Leat to irrigate
land further downslope via a series of gutters which
are no longer visible. It is also equally likely, however,
that the earthwork forms part of a simple leat or drain
connecting Rull Leat to a broadly parallel drain
located further to the north.

Low

Low

Low

Low
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83

MDV108058

ST 0143 0896

Earthwork

19th
Century

-

-

84

MDV108023

ST 0165 0830

Cropmark

PrehistoricModern

-

-

85

-

ST 0197 0879

Documentary

Unknown

86

-

ST 0213 0883

Documentary

Unknown

87

-

ST 0159 0894

Cartographic

Postmedieval

88

-

ST 0170 0895

Documentary

Postmedieval

Earthwork, southeast of Sutton Barton.
An earthwork ditch which extends from Rull leat at its
southwest extent downslope towards the northeast,
within a natural channel. It may represent the remains
of a catch meadow system, diverting the flow of water
from Rull Leat to irrigate land further downslope via a
series of gutters which are no longer visible. It is also
equally likely, however, the earthwork forms part of a
simple drainage system, particular given the
dominance of other drains visible on aerial
photographs within the immediate vicinity.
Cropmarks, south of October Cottage.
The possible ring ditch is fairly poorly defined, subcircular in shape and measures approximately 9.7m in
diameter. The cropmarks are perhaps more likely to
be agricultural or geological in origin, although were
recorded given their proximity to a much larger ring
ditch recorded approximately 130m to the east.
Field name.
Broberry Hill recorded on parish tithe apportionment of
1839. The ‘berry’ element might indicate the presence
of prehistoric or later sites, with its meaning suggesting
that there were once earthworks present that may have
related to enclosed or defended settlements.
Field name.
Stoney Land recorded on parish tithe apportionment of
1839. Stoney within a field name could just mean that
the ground contains a lot of stones, or possibly might
suggest the presence of former settlement (eg former
walls etc).
Leat.
Depicted on tithe map of 1841 extending through Plots
1, 2, 5, 3, 6, 7. Still present on 1st and 2nd edition OS
maps, but only present in Plots 1, 2 and 5 on modern
map.
Field names.
A series of fields along the northern boundary of the
site (eg. Sutton Meadow, Gt Leat Meadow, Water Leat
Meadow etc.) potentially indicating the presence of a
water management (catchment) system.

Low

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Low

Low

Appendix 2
Summary of archaeological events

AC archaeology

Appendix 2: Summary of Archaeological Events
Event No.
1

DCCHER
Event ID
EDV4221

Project Name

Date

Results/ Description

Report

Archaeological
Watching Brief at
Oakfield, Cullompton
Evaluation of Land at
Willand Road,
Cullompton

2006

Sherds of pottery dating from the 16th-19th centuries were recovered from
land to the east of Oakfield during a watching brief.

2007

Post excavation assessment of land to the west of Willand Road in
Cullompton. Evidence for late prehistoric and Romano-British settlement
was recorded.

Five trenches were excavated revealing evidence of modern quarrying in
the southern half of the site. A north-west - south-east aligned ditch was
exposed, the fill of which contained 19th and 20th century finds. The line of
the ditch accords well with a field boundary shown on the Tithe Map. Finds
comprised 9 sherds of post-medieval pottery, a piece of modern perspex
and a flint scraper.
Archaeological evaluation of Hillcrest undertaken as condition of planning
consent for the construction of 14 dwellings. Following a desk-based
appraisal which identified Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval activity in the
vicinity, 4 evaluation trenches was dug on the site of Hillcrest following its
demolition. No features of archaeological significance were identified.
Archaeological desk-based assessment and geophysical survey on land to
the north of Tiverton Road. The desk-based assessment showed no known
evidence for archaeological remains on site. The results of the geophysical
survey were inconclusive with the exception of a possible double-ditch
trackway and two small ditches.

Passmore, A. J. 2006. Archaeological
Watching Brief at Oakfield, Cullompton.
Exeter Archaeology Report.
Hood, A. 2007. Land at Willand Road,
Cullompton: Archaeological Strip, Map
and Sample: Post Excavation
Assessment. Foundations Archaeology
Report.
Steinmetzer, M. 2010. Archaeological
Evaluation of a Proposed Cemetery
Extension, Tiverton Road, Cullompton,
Devon. Exeter Archaeology Report.

2

EDV4361

3

EDV4672

Evaluation of
Proposed Cemetery
Extension, Cullompton

2009

4

EDV4715

Archaeological
Evaluation at Hillcrest,
Willand Road,
Cullompton

2009

5

EDV4862

Geophysical Survey
North of Tiverton
Road, Cullompton

2008

6

EDV4994

2010

No archaeological features or stratified finds were revealed during a
watching brief in advance of the construction of a bungalow on St Andrew's
Estate. An area corresponding to the footprint of the proposed bungalow,
stripped to the subsoil, was monitored prior to construction. No
archaeological features were uncovered, nor stratified find recovered. A
small assemblage of post-medieval ceramics and clay pipe was retrieved.

7

EDV5086

2009

Recording of a group of agricultural buildings including a barn and linhay.

8

EDV5463

Watching Brief in
Advance of the
Construction of a
Single
Bungalow, St
Andrew's Estate,
Cullompton
Historic Building
Recording at Sutton
Barton, Halberton
Survey of Finger Posts
in Mid Devon

2005
2006

Survey of older style cast iron and wooden finger posts in mid Devon.

Coleman, L .2010. Hillcrest, Willand
Road, Cullompton, Devon.
Archaeological Evaluation. Cotswold
Archaeology Report.
Context One Archaeological Services.
2009. Land to the North of Tiverton Road,
Cullompton, Devon. An Archaeological
Desk-Based Assessment and
Geophysical
Survey. Context One Archaeological
Services Report.
Bray, L. S. 2010. Archaeological
Watching Brief in Advance of the
Construction of a Single Bungalow at the
Western End of St. Andrew's Estate.
Southwest Archaeology Report.

Watts, M. 2009. Sutton Barton,
Halberton, Devon. Historic Building
Recording. Martin Watts Report.
Jenkinson, T.. 2006. Older Style Cast
Iron and Wooden Finger Posts of Devon
c. 1920-40. Mid Devon. Devon Milestone
Survey.
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9

EDV5623

Dendrochronological
Research in Devon,
Phase II

2004
2009

Assessment of 37 buildings for dendrochronological potential followed by
sampling and analysis of 19 of these. Building recording was carried out in
conjunction with the sampling.

10

EDV5635

Archaeological
Evaluation, Tiverton
Road, Cullompton

2010

11

EDV5836

1997

12

EDV4834

13

EDV4835

Watching Brief at
Moorstone Barton,
Halberton
Archaeological
Assessment off
Knowle Lane,
Cullompton
Geophysical Survey at
Knowle Lane,
Cullompton

Archaeological evaluation comprising 16 trenches located to target
anomalies identified during a previous geophysical survey. The excavations
revealed a c series of intercutting linear features and shallow pits or
postholes thought to represent Prehistoric or Roman field boundaries. The
finds were included 31 pieces of worked flint and chert, Iron Age and
Roman pottery, medieval and post medieval pottery, fragments of clay pipe,
18th century bottle glass and smithing slag.
The only finds recovered during a watching brief on earth moving to create
a 'patio' at the rear of Moorstone Barton were late 19th century glass and
ceramics.
Archaeological assessment of land between Knowle Lane and Tiverton
Road, Cullompton.
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Geophysical Survey
North of Tiverton
Road, Cullompton

2008
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Archaeological
Monitoring of the
Hillersden Reservoir to
Cullompton Rugby
Club Water Main
Archaeological Field
Evaluation on Land to
the North of
Stoneleigh, 24,
Tiverton Road

2007

2007

2012

Geophysical survey on land between Knowle Lane and Tiverton Road
produced data for a number of features of potential archaeological interest.
These include features pertaining to the possible site of a brickyard, as
indicated by field name evidence, the course of the medieval town leat and
circular features that could potentially be roundhouses. Several former field
boundaries and trackways were also recorded.
Archaeological desk-based assessment and geophysical survey on land to
the north of Tiverton Road carried out as part of pre-application works to
determine the scope of archaeological activity on site. The desk-based
assessment showed no known evidence for archaeological remains on site.
The results of the geophysical survey were inconclusive with the exception
of a possible double-ditch trackway and two small ditches in the south-east
corner of the site. Modern metallic debris precluded the identification of
small archaeological anomalies.
Monitoring of pipeline route for approximately 2.2 kilometres across 8 fields
to north-west of Cullompton. Little evidence of archaeological activity, 65
sherds of unstratified post-medieval pottery recovered.

Excavation revealed only limited activity including a north-south boundary
ditch of post medieval date and pits containing 18th and 19th century
material. A single pit or post hole also excavated in this area remain
undated and may have earlier origins.
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Appendix 2: Summary of Archaeological Events
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Archaeological Trench
Evaluation on Land off
Knowle Lane,
Cullompton

2012

An archaeological trench evaluation was positioned to target a linear
anomaly interpreted from an earlier geophysical survey, plus a number of
what were thought to be 'blank' areas. No archaeological features were
exposed and mainly 19th century finds recovered.
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Archaeological
Evaluation on Land
Adjacent to No 70
Shortlands Road

2012
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The Walronds,
Cullompton, Test Pit
Evaluation

2012
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2012
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Land adjacent to 4
Fosterlea, Tiverton
Road, results of
an archaeological
evaluation
Results of an
archaeological
evaluation, land
between
Knowle Lane and
Tiverton Road,
Cullompton
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Land north of Goblin
Lane, Cullompton

2013

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken prior to the proposed erection
of a dwelling and access. The area of the proposed footprint of the building
and access/turning area were stripped to formation level and the area of the
proposed building excavated to natural subsoil. A pit and a linear feature
were identified. Finds were mainly of 18th -20th century date.
An archaeological evaluation in the garden of the Walronds, Cullompton
consisted of the hand excavation of eight test pits. Eight sherds of RomanoBritish greyware along with post-medieval pottery, clay pipes and ceramic
building material was present. A single sherd of early medieval pottery was
also recorded.
Three trenches were excavated and no archaeological activity was
identified and no finds were recovered. Based on the comprehensive trench
coverage, the work has established that groundworks associated with the
development are unlikely to impact upon any archaeological features or
deposits.
The evaluation comprised 26 trenches. Towards the south-west part of the
site the evaluation identified an area of what appears to be early RomanoBritish settlement, while to the north-east of this a post-medieval brick and
perhaps iron production area was recorded. The remainder of the site
contained a small number of late post-medieval or undated ditches, with
some of these depicted as boundaries on 19th century historic maps.
Subsequent excavations (AC archaeology in prep.) confirmed the results of
the evaluation, but a small number of features of Neolithic and Iron Age
date was also recorded.
A desk-based assessment of three field immediately north of Goblin Lane,
followed by a subsequent geophysical survey. The latter identified a series
mainly linear features relating to former land division and drainage.
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Land at Shortlands
Lane, Cullompton

2009

2011
2012

Excavations in advance of development recorded potential evidence of
Roman civil settlement, including pits ditches and post holes. A cremation
pit was recorded, together with an associated shale gaming board
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Map 1: Extract from the
Cullompton tithe map, 1841, with
field names added from the
apportionment, 1839
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