7. VIEWS
The village of Silverton is located on the side
of a hill that has superb views across the Exe
and Culm Valley. The rural backdrop and
views and vistas obtained both in and out of
the Conservation Area significantly contribute
to its character and feel.
The Square, at the centre of the village is
slightly raised above the surrounding area
which provides long views down primary
routes in all directions.
The church tower of St Mary the Virgin (see
Figure 6) can be seen from the entire
conservation area and is a significant
landmark in Silverton and the surrounding
countryside.
The smaller roads and lanes in the
conservation area generally have no footways
for pedestrians and are bounded by buildings
and tall boundary walls providing a private
feel to these routes and restricted views (see
Figure 7).

Figure 6: Church Tower of St Mary the Virgin

Views of the surrounding countryside can be
seen in small sections between buildings and
in some areas over buildings to the north,
west and east.
Open swathes of farmland can be viewed to
the west of Tiverton Road and to the south of
Newcourt Road and parts of Church Road,
although some of these views are only visible
through gaps in the tall hedge banks.
Map 9 shows the different types of views in
and around Silverton conservation area.

Figure 7: Local view from High Street into Fore Street
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MAP 9: VIEWS WITHIN AND OUT OF SILVERTON CONSERVATION AREA

Legend
Long/Panoramic Views
Local Views
Glimpsed Views
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8. TREES AND OPEN SPACES
Within the conservation area there are a
number of open spaces and specimen trees
which add to the character and feel of a rural
village.

Figure 8 (right):
Churchyard and trees
around the Church

The churchyard is one of the largest open
spaces within the conservation area (see
Figure 8). It contains a Listed chest tomb and
Preaching Cross (which is also a Scheduled
Ancient Monument) and a large Yew tree and
is bounded by a Listed wall. The churchyard
provides a setting for the Grade I Listed
church.
There is an area of open green space to the
east of the War Memorial which creates a
feeling of openness when entering the area
known as ‘The Square’ (see Figure 9). This
green space was the school upper yard for the
Richard Endowed School for Boys and is
known locally as the Little Rec.
The area to the south of the churchyard is
known as ‘The Berry’ (see Figure 10). The
Berry (of Bury) comes from the Old English
‘Burgh’ meaning defensive position. The large
Grade II Listed dwelling, now called
Nettleworth House, was originally called Berry
Villa and is located next to The Berry (see
Figure 11).
Within the historic streetscape of Fore Street
and High Street there are a number of small
private gardens to the front of dwellings.
These add colour and interest to the street.
Notable gardens are to the front of 28 and 40
Fore Street and those in front of the terrace in
High Street (numbers 11-41 odd) (see Figures
12 & 13).

Figure 9 (above): Area of green space to the east of the War
Memorial

Figure 10 (above): The Berry
Figure 11 (below): Nettleworth House (originally Berry Villa)
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Figure 12 (above): 28
Fore Street

Figure 13 (below
left): 11-41 High
Street (odd)
Figure 14 (below
right): Specimen tree
within 7 Tiverton
Road private garden

Figure 15 (above): Old Silverton Hall site, Fore Street

Figure 16 (above): View of Prispen House and Prispen Meadow
from Old Butterleigh Road

There are a number of large trees along
Tiverton Road, with the one in the garden of
number 7 being of particular note (see Figure
14). The urban structure is broken on the
eastern side of Fore Street where the
Silverton Hall used to stand. This was a Grade
II Listed mid-19th century cob and stone
building which was demolished. The plot of
land has remained open since then (see
Figure 15 and management plan).
The garden of 1 Old Butterleigh Road is an
important larger garden with views across to
the re-built Prispen House in the east (see
Figure 16). Prispen Meadow is one of the
larger open spaces within the conservation
area and includes a lake which was originally
two medieval fish ponds as well as a number
of mature trees which are visible from a
number of locations in the conservation area.
These can be seen on the 1842 Tithe map.
These medieval stew ponds would have
served the Silverton Rectory which occupied
the site of the current Prispen House. The
Terrier (an official record of Church lands) of
1679 mentions these. They are though to
date back to the 13th century, however the
exact age is unknown. In the 1980s the
ponds were almost entirely silted up. They
were cleared and enlarged into the one the
pond.
The land in the south of the conservation
area to the south of the Church contains
potential archaeological remains of a Saxon/
Medieval settlement. A few buildings, possibly
remaining from that period are shown on
early 19th century maps, however these
buildings no longer remain, at least aboveground. These fields also provide the setting
for the Grade I Listed Church and other
nearby listed buildings.
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9. CHARACTER AREAS
Throughout the Silverton Conservation Area
the character varies. For example, the leafy
green nature of the Church and Berry is very
different to the hustle and bustle of The
Square. The conservation area can be split
into five different character areas:


Fore Street and High Street



Parsonage Lane, Prispen Meadow and
King Street



Tiverton Road and Exeter Road



The Square



The Church and The Berry

A SWOT analysis will be used to evaluate the
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and
Threats for each area in the conservation
area.
Strengths: Characteristic of the environment
which are currently a positive feature
Weaknesses:
Characteristic
of
the
environment which are currently a negative
aspect
Opportunities: To possibly redevelop, alter
and enhance the environment in the future
Threats: Potential future
limitation of the area

threats

MAP 10: CHARACTER AREAS IN SILVERTON CONSERVATION AREA
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or

a

9. CHARACTER AREA: FORE STREET AND HIGH
STREET
Fore Street and High Street are characterised
by their narrowness which are barely
passable by two vehicles in places. Footpaths
run along most of the streets, as does a leat
(see Figure 17), which flows south through
High Street and Fore Street. The leat is fed
from a spring in the hills to the north of
Silverton.
There are a small number of commercial
units such as two public houses (see Figures
18 & 19) along Fore Street which also add to
the character. Side lanes off the streets allow
glimpsed views to the rear of properties and
pedestrian routes through the village.

Many of the buildings in this part of the
conservation area are constructed of cob and
some of the listed properties still retain their
thatched roofs while many of the other
properties have slate roofs. There are some
brick buildings dating from the Victorian era,
most notably the Methodist Church on the
corner of Parsonage Lane and Fore Street
(see Figure 20). A number of the windows are
still constructed with timber casements but
the vast majority of unlisted buildings have
window frames which are white uPVC.

MAP 11: FORE STREET AND HIGH STREET CHARACTER AREA
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A number of high
Buildings. A coherent
materials and style
walls, slate/thatch roofs and
frames.

Figure 17(left):
Silverton leat

quality Listed
use of building
with rendered
timber window

On some of the unlisted properties
white uPVC double glazed windows
negatively affect the conservation
area. Very busy route in mornings and
evenings. A large number of parked cars and
signage. Overhead power lines cause
unnecessary clutter to the streetscape.

Re-development of some of the poor
quality housing and former village hall
site. Remove some of the less
important street signs or replace with a more
sympathetic design. Overhead wires placed
underground. Reuse and conversion of
existing buildings in the conservation area.

The continual replacement of timber
windows with uPVC. The lack of
maintenance of existing properties and
rising cost of repair. Threats to key views to
open countryside caused by development on
burgage plots.

Figure 18 (right):
Silverton lnn, Fore
Street

Figure 19 (bottom
right): Lamb lnn,
Fore Street

Figure 20 (below): Methodist Church, Fore Street
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9. CHARACTER AREA: PARSONAGE LANE,
PRISPEN MEADOW AND KING STREET
Parsonage Lane and King Street are
characterised by being narrow and close
together which results in them being barely
passable by modern vehicles. Many of the
buildings in this part of the conservation area
are part of the historic village core.
King Street and Parsonage Lane have a
number of walls constructed of volcanic trap,
which create an important sense of
enclosure. Some of the buildings, especially
in Parsonage Lane, front directly onto the
roadway (see Figure 21), as there are no
footpaths on either road.

To the south east of Parsonage Lane is a
large amount of former Local Authority
housing which was constructed in the mid1980s. This development changes the
character of Parsonage Lane as views to the
countryside may have been visible from this
location before development occurred. The
same is true for King Street, where 1960s
and 1970s development to the north can be
seen with green hills behind.
Rendered walls and slate roofs are the
dominant building materials, with the few
exceptions of a small red-brick terrace along
Parsonage Lane (see Figure 22) and a few
thatched dwellings along King Street (see
Figures 23 & 24).

MAP 12: PARSONAGE LANE AND KING STREET CHARACTER AREA
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Prispen Meadow is a large open space in the
conservation area and contributes to the
setting and views of the conservation area. It
also contains a pond which was originally two
stew ponds thought to possible date back to
the 13th century.
A coherent use of building materials
and style, mainly rendered walls with
slate roofs. Restricted views due to
narrow streets and dwellings fronting
onto the highway. Wide views to the west of
King Street of the open countryside. No
footpaths and very few vehicles create a
tranquil area. Prispen Meadow provides an
important amenity space in the southern part
of Silverton.
Views of unsympathetic development
to the north of King Street and to the
south east of Parsonage Lane. Lack
of maintenance of walls and some of
the original timber framed windows.

Threats to views caused by development
on the periphery of the village. Threat to
front gardens and walls through the
creation of hard standing for car
parking. Retention of large gardens to the
rear of properties, especially along King
Street to restrict ‘garden grabbing’. Retention
of Prispen Meadow as an open green space
in the conservation area.
Figure 21 (right): 4-18
(even) Parsonage
Lane

Figure 22 (below): 1,
3 & 5 Parsonage Lane

Retain the remaining garden walls
along King Street. Monitor the
maintenance of walls to reduce risk of
historic walls being lost (see Figure
25). Screen views to unsympathetic
development with planting.

Figure 24 (above left): 1 & 2 King Street
Figure 25 (above right: Fallen down cob wall, Parsonage Lane

Figure 23 (above): Gauntlet Cottage, Grade II Listed, King
Street
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