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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Introduction 
Clarke Bond has been commissioned by Colin Rowland to produce a Draft Residential Travel 
Plan for the Site NS5 development proposed in Bampton.  

The Draft Travel Plan identifies the measures and initiatives that could be implemented by the 
ultimate developer of the site in seeking to maximise the non-car accessibility and modal choice 
for the site.  This will also include providing measures and initiatives to future residents to 
encourage their use of alternatives to the private car, or for sign up to measures which reduce 
car dependency across the wider area. 

1.2 The Development 
The proposed development is for a site capable of accommodating in the order of 42 residential 
dwellings, and which will provide a vehicular route between the High Street and South Molton 
Road.  This route will take pressure off the narrow High Street and the substandard lane which 
runs to the west of the site.   

The final version of the Travel Plan will be provided by the developer of the site will incorporate 
any changes to best practice for Travel Plans. 

1.3 Travel Plan Layout 
 
Section 2 covers the national and local policy framework in respect of Travel Plans. 
 
Section 3 provides a review of the existing non-car infrastructure, providing access to the site 
for pedestrians, cyclists and bus users. 
 
Sections 4 and 5 identify the hard and soft measures to be introduced to improve the non-car 
accessibility of the site, reduce vehicle use, or promote increased car occupancy. 
 
Section 6 outlines the benefits of the Travel Plan. 
 
Section 7 outlines how the Travel Plan will be implemented. 
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2 POLICY FRAMEWORK  

2.1 National Policies 
 
Planning Policy Guidance 13 (PPG 13) 
 
PPG13 is the principal policy instrument for the provision, and use of Travel Plans.  It states 
that a Travel Plan should be submitted with a planning application for a major development if 
there are predicted to be significant transport implications, with identified thresholds for levels of 
development.   
 
There is no standard format or content for travel plans, but their key function is the delivery of 
sustainable transport objectives, including: 
 

 reductions in car usage (particularly single occupancy journeys) and increased use of 
public transport, walking and cycling; 

 reduced traffic speeds and improved road safety and personal security particularly for 
pedestrians and cyclists; and 

 more environmentally friendly delivery and freight movements, including home delivery 
services. 

 
White Papers 
 
There are three Government White Papers, which promote the use of Travel Plans, the 1998 
White Paper ‘A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone’, 2004 White Paper ‘The Future of 
Transport’ and the 2007 White Paper ‘Planning for a Sustainable Future’. 
 
The papers encourage the use of Travel Plans to increase access to and choice of non-car 
transport modes, reduce provision and charge for parking and increase awareness of the health 
and environmental issues associated with travel. 
 

2.2 Regional Policies 
The Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) was produced in 2006 and sets out how transport 
impact should be mitigated and accommodated on the network.  Travel Plans are identified as 
one of the means in which the requirements set out in the Draft RSS and reduce traffic and the 
impact of the same on the network. 

2.3 Local Policies 
 
Devon Structure Plan – 2001 to 2016 
 
The Structure Plan provides the strategic planning framework for Devon and was adopted in 
October 2004. 
 
Policy TR3 from the Devon Structure Plan states:  
 

‘Travel demand will be managed so as to minimise unnecessary travel, 
make the most effective use of transport networks and promote the use of 
sustainable travel modes. The management of travel demand will be 
promoted by: (inter alia)  
 
3.requiring new businesses and other establishments to implement Travel 
Plans which identify specific measures to minimise private car use and 
promote sustainable modes of travel, and encouraging existing businesses 
to introduce similar plans.’ 
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Mid Devon District Council Local Plan 2011 
 
This Local Plan was adopted by the District Council in 2006 and covers the period up to 2011. 
 
Policy S8 of the Local Plan states: 
 

Non residential developments likely to generate 100 or more vehicular trips a 
day will be required to provide a Travel Plan addressing the following: 
I) reduced car usage; 
II) increased use of public transport, walking and cycling; 
III) improved road safety and security, and  
IV) delivery and freight movements 
 
If the development is permitted, implementation of the Travel Plan will be 
required as a condition of that permission. 

 
There is no specific policy in respect of residential travel plans, but it is taken that the objectives 
would be broadly similar. 
 
 
Devon Local Transport Plan 2 ‘Devon on the Move’ (2006-2011) 
 
The Devon Local Transport Plan 2 (DLTP2) outlines the County Council’s transport policies and 
objectives.  This sets out objectives and targets for tackling traffic congestion and delivering 
accessibility. 
 
The DLTP2 states that a Travel Plan will aim to promote health and well-being, by promoting 
cycling or walking. 
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3 EXISTING TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 

3.1 Context 
The existing provision for travel to the site by all modes of travel is set out below. 

3.2 Pedestrian Network 
The site is highly accessible in terms of walking for all of the services and facilities offered in 
Bampton.  All areas of Bampton are within a 1.5km walk distance, and the principal non-
residential destinations are in the centre of the village a distance of 400m to 600m.  
 
The whole of the village is subject to a speed limit of 30mph; the majority of roads within the 
village have footways and are also fronted by residential dwellings. These features make 
walking a safe and realistic option for all destinations within the village.  
 
There is a continuous footway from the site entrance along South Molton Road to the village 
centre.  
 
Of particular note is the proximity of the school to the proposal site. The Access of the school is 
approximately 700 metres from the development’s High Street entrance meaning the school 
could be reached in less than 8 minutes when walking.  This reduces to approximately 400m 
when using the proposed site access. 
 
The topography of the village is such that there is generally a downhill gradient from the site to 
the village centre.  However, the gradients are not severe or a material deterrent to pedestrian 
movement.  There are also alternative pedestrian links to Brook Street, travelling through the 
local residential streets off West Street, which reduce the impact of any gradients and provide 
more convenient access to businesses and facilities to the east of the town. 

3.3 Cycling 
There are no formal cycling facilities within Bampton although the roads within the village of 
Bampton itself are conducive to cycling given their quiet nature and low speeds.  As Bampton 
has a compact layout, with even the furthest extents being no more than 2km from the site, all 
destinations can all be considered to be within easy cycling distance. 
 
Therefore, all every day local services and destinations, including employment and shopping 
areas are within convenient cycling distance, even if it is unlikely that many persons would 
chose to cycle out of Bampton for commuting trips.  
 
On the basis that the majority of destinations outside of Bampton are more than 5km away it is 
unlikely that a large proportion of residents would choose to cycle to such locations on a regular 
basis. It should be noted however that there are two routes, the West Country Way (NCN3) and 
Exe Valley that connect Bampton directly to Tiverton. Further information on these are shown in 
the Tiverton Cycling Leaflet included within Appendix A of the accompanying Transport 
Statement. 

3.4 Public Transport 
Table 3.1 below shows that despite Bampton’s rural location, there are three regular bus 
services that pass through the village and access a variety of locations. Full bus service 
timetables and a bus map of the Mid Devon area are included within Appendix B of the 
accompanying Transport Statement.  
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Table 3.1:    Local Bus Services 

Route Route Number and 
Operator Times Daily Services 

Dulverton – 
Bampton – 

Taunton  
25B – First Group 0724 – 1739 

08:56 – 20:44 
10 to Taunton  

11 from Taunton 

Bampton – South 
Molton – 

Barnstaple  
307 – Stagecoach Devon 11:35 – 18:30 

11:30 – 18:20 
2 To Barnstaple 

2 from Barnstaple

Minehead – 
Dulverton – 

Bampton - Tiverton 
398 – First Group  08:11 – 19:09 

07:29 – 17:52 
6 to Tiverton 

6 from Tiverton 

 
The closest existing bus stops are located on South Molton Road/High Street which is within 
200m of the site.  All bus services route out to the north west past the site, and new stops 
would be provided either within the site or on the adjacent road frontages to serve these routes. 

3.5 Highway Network 
Site NS5 is located on the western edge of Bampton, immediately adjacent to the existing built 
up area of Bampton.  The site is located between High Street to the north and the B3227 South 
Molton Road to the south.   
 
The western Boundary of the site is a minor road that links the High Street and the B3227 
South Molton Road. This route is of very poor quality, in terms of width, gradient, junction layout 
and surfacing. 
 
Site NS5 slopes fairly steeply down from the northwest to the southeast. The High Street and 
B3227 South Molton Road both slope a down to the east towards the town centre with the High 
Street gradient slightly steeper than South Molton Road.   
 
From the junction of South Molton Road and the proposed site access, South Molton Road 
travels uphill to the west to South Molton.  The High Street also travels with an uphill gradient to 
the west.  
 
Further to the west, the High Street and South Molton Road connect to the A396, the principal 
route connecting to Tiverton in the south and Minehead to the north. To the east, both roads 
meet Luke Street which accesses the main services and facilities of the town. 
 
The site has a significant level difference to the B3227 along much of its frontage, and the most 
appropriate point of access to the site is from the south west corner, where the level difference 
is at its lowest. 
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4 ACCESS INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 

4.1 Context 
The site has been subject to a masterplanning exercise, part of which focused on delivering 
safe access by all modes of travel, but specifically ensuring that non car modes and the needs 
of the mobility impaired or those with special needs were accommodated. 

4.2 Pedestrian Infrastructure 
The new road between the High Street and South Molton Road will have footways to both 
sides, and be designed to have gradients of a maximum of 1:10.  This will benefit not only the 
site, but also the other properties on the High Street, either through direct pedestrian use, or by 
reducing traffic on the lower section of High Street, making it a safer pedestrian environment. 
 
Within the site, all footways will be provided to accord with standards for disabled access, and 
where practical, as stepped route will also be provided as a more direct alternative, and to 
appreciate that many disabled persons find steps more convenient than ramps. 

4.3 Cycle Infrastructure 
The new cycle infrastructure within the site will mirror the new pedestrian routes, as these will 
be shared facilities, where cars are not permitted.  On trafficked streets in the site, cyclists will 
ride on the carriageway as there will be very low levels of traffic flow and the highway design 
will deliver a low speed environment. 
 
Secure cycle parking facilities will be provided for each of the dwellings, and the minimum 
standard for the number of bicycle parking spaces is included in Local Plan Policy S7.  This 
allows for 1 cycle storage space for each bedroom in a dwelling.  The final number of spaces 
that will be provided will therefore be defined by the final development mix. 

4.4 Public Transport Infrastructure 
New bus stops will be provided within the site, or on the adjacent road frontage, if safe and 
appropriate locations can be identified for the stops.  The stops would include shelters, bus 
boarder kerbs (if appropriate) and service information. 

4.5 Car Parking 
Car parking for the site will be constrained in accordance with the Local Plan Policy S7.  This 
will act to constrain vehicular access to the site. 

4.6 Vehicular Access 
The vehicular access to the site is proposed to come from the High Street, South Molton Road 
and from a side road from the new link through the site. 
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5 POTENTIAL TRAVEL PLAN MEASURES 

5.1 Context 
The final set of measures and initiatives that will be included in the Travel Plan can only be 
defined by the developer of the site, once the final form of development and mix of housing 
sizes is confirmed..  The measures that could be introduced into the Travel Plan are set out 
below. 

5.2 Public Information Board 
This is the erection of a notice board on the site, in a suitable local location, that would contain 
relevant sustainable transport information, including details of bus services, cycle routes and 
links to car sharing databases.  This would be for wider raising of travel issues than just on Site 
NS5, and would provide a benefit to the whole community. 

5.3 Residents Travel Pack 
New occupants will be provided with a Residents Travel Pack (RTP) which contains all of the 
relevant local travel information for accessing services and facilities in Bampton by non-car 
modes, as well as travel across the wider area by bus or as part of a car sharing network. 
There would also be other measures provided to encourage travel by non-car modes and 
information relating to health and sustainable travel. 
 
The RTP will include information on: 
 

 pedestrian links to schools, employment areas, shops, doctors, etc; 
 cycle links and quiet routes to schools, employment areas, shops, doctors, etc, and to 

recreational routes across the wider area; 
 local bus services, including maps, timetables and contact details for operators and the 

Local Authorities; 
 discount vouchers for cycle and associated safety, security and weatherproof clothing 

purchase; 
 discount vouchers for bus services; 
 Devon County Council car share scheme website www.carsharedevon.com details; 
 Local Business parks, TMA’s or other areas covered by Travel Plans which offer a car 

sharing service; and 
 local taxi and other private hire firms. 

 
The RTP’s will be provided to visitors to the site considering purchases, without any residents 
vouchers, to inform potential purchasers of the potential for sustainable travel from the site. 

5.4 Personal Travel Planning 
New residents will be offered a Personal Travel Planning service on first occupation of a 
dwelling . This will seek to encourage new residents to chose more sustainable travel modes 
from the outset and will promotes the use of walking, cycling, bus travel and car sharing as 
alternatives to the use of the private car. The service will be provided by the developer for the 
first occupants of each dwelling and will include: 
 

 Face to face conversations led by trained PTP staff to outline the environmental and 
economic advantages of sustainable travel; 

 Travel planning for specific regular journeys, and; 
 individual journey planning to highlight how combining trips can be made to work, even 

when using sustainable travel modes. 
 
Details of how the Personal Travel Planning will be delivered will be agreed with the County 
Council during the planning process for reserved matters. 
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5.5 Cycle Trips 
Vouchers for some form of discounted cycle purchase will be provided for the first occupier of 
each dwelling.  The voucher will relate not only to the bicycle itself, but also the associated 
equipment required to ensure that cyclists are safe when travelling and protected from 
inclement weather. 
 
The value of the voucher and the mechanism for claiming the voucher will be agreed with the 
County Council during the planning process for reserved matters. 

5.6 Public Transport Trips 
Bus service information will be included in the RTIP given to prospective and new residents, as 
well as being provided on display in the Public Information Board. 
 
Vouchers for some form of discounted bus travel will be provided for the first occupier of each 
dwelling. The value of the voucher and the mechanism for claiming the voucher will be agreed 
with the County Council during the planning process for reserved matters. 
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6 TRAVEL PLAN BENEFITS  

6.1 Context 
Travel Plans are focussed on delivering benefits to residents, but also can deliver benefits to 
the wider community by not only reducing the impact of new development, but also by providing 
for improved access by non-car modes to the wider community, and providing a focus for 
encouraging more sustainable travel patterns by the existing residential and employment 
community. 

6.2 Pedestrians 
Walking has the potential to deliver a significant reduction in unnecessary car trips.  In addition 
walking improves health, is of marginal cost and is identified in PPG13 as being an alternative 
to car travel for journeys of up to 2km, although this is not the limit of the distance over which 
walking trips can take place.  Barriers to walking include: 
 

 Lack of pedestrian provision on desire lines; 
 Traffic size and volume; 
 Perception of personal security issues, particularly for the more vulnerable, and; 
 Poor quality of the provision, including surfacing, crossings, lighting and width. 

 
The whole of Bampton is within the 2 km walk distance set out by PPG13.  The local roads are 
relatively quiet and overlooked, and there is provision on the main desire lines to the town 
centre and school, which is generally of good quality. 
 
The site is therefore considered to provide a high standard of pedestrian access, which will be 
reinforced through the Travel Plan, and this will provide opportunities for residents and visitors 
to the site to reduce the impact of the development by walking instead of driving. 

6.3 Cyclists 
Cycling has the potential to deliver a reduction in unnecessary car trips, particularly in a 
compact town such as Bampton.  In addition cycling improves health, is of marginal cost once 
initial purchase of equipment is undertaken, and is identified in PPG13 as being an alternative 
to car travel for journeys of up to 5km, although this is not the limit of the distance over which 
cycle trips can take place.  Barriers to cycling include: 
 

 Lack of cycle provision on desire lines; 
 Traffic size and volume; 
 Perception of personal safety/security issues; 
 Poor quality of the provision, including surfacing, crossings, lighting and width. 
 Perception of the risk of inclement weather; 
 Lack of suitable storage facility, and; 
 Lack of ownership and cost to purchase equipment. 

 
The whole of Bampton is within the 5 km cycle distance set out by PPG13.  The local roads are 
relatively quiet and overlooked, and although there is no formal cycle provision on the main 
desire lines to the town centre, the lack of high volumes of traffic and low speeds does not raise 
this as an issue. 
 
The site is considered to provide a good standard of cycle access, which will be reinforced 
through the Travel Plan, and this will provide opportunities for residents and visitors to the site 
to reduce the impact of the development by cycling instead of driving. 

6.4 Public Transport 
Bus use has the potential to deliver a reduction in car trips across the wider area, particularly 
for travel to Taunton and Tiverton.  This is an increasing opportunity as work place Travel Plans 
extend to new employment sites, and older people have access to free bus travel.  Barriers to 
bus travel include: 
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 Lack of timetable information; 
 Poor quality access to stops; 
 Poor quality waiting facilities; 
 Poor quality of services, including frequency, operating times, journey length and vehicle 

quality ; 
 Personal security issues; and 
 Cost. 

 
The RTP and PTP will provide bus timetable information, the routes to the local stops, and 
waiting facilities provided are of good quality, and the services, although not of a very high 
frequency, do provide a good reliable service for a rural community.  There will be initial 
assistance with bus travel provided in the RTP, and as other measures increase at the 
destination end of trips, such as workplace and shopping parking charges, this will redress the 
cost imbalance further. 

6.5 Car Sharing 
As the focus of much of the outward travel from Bampton will relate to work trips, principally 
focussed on Taunton, Barnstaple, Tiverton and Exeter, car sharing is a potential alternative to 
individual car use.  The usual barrier to car sharing is finding a partner or partners who can 
travel to the same schedule. 
 
The RTP and PTP can assist with the process by promoting the existing Devon Car Share 
scheme, as well as other known databases provided by the Councils. 

6.6 Benefits to Residents 
The benefit to residents of the new development through this Travel Plan should include: 
 

 Healthier lifestyle; 
 Reduced cost of travel; 
 Opportunity to make informed travel choices, and; 
 Lower traffic levels and higher driver awareness of vulnerable road users within the 

development. 

6.7 Benefits to Bampton 
The Travel Plan will also benefit Bampton, and these benefits should include: 
 

 Improved air quality, in particular in the vicinity of the school and town centre; 
 Reduced intrusion from traffic noise; 
 Reduced traffic flows on local roads and reduced peak period delay on Brook Street, and; 
 Increased awareness of existing residents of travel choices. 
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7 IMPLEMENTING THE TRAVEL PLAN 
 

7.1 Implementation 
The physical infrastructure set out in this Travel Plan will be constructed by the final 
site developer prior to first occupation of the development.  
 
The developer will promote the Travel Plan during the sales period and implement the 
requirements set out in the final version of the Travel Plan in respect of the RTP’s and 
the PTP service.  This will continue until all dwellings have been sold and any 
obligation under the Travel Plan have been discharged for all dwellings. 
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