9. CHARACTER AREA: TIVERTON ROAD AND
EXETER ROAD
This part of the conservation area contains a
number of large dwellings with large gardens.
Views to the north, west and south of the
surrounding countryside provide a rural feel.

The Three Tuns Public House (see Figure 29)
is in a prominent position along Exeter Road.
It is part of a row of historic buildings which
make an attractive contribution to Silverton.

This area is also characterised by hedges and
boundary walls to properties (see Figures 26
& 27). Although a large portion of this
character area is within the historic core of
the village, there has been a lot of
development since the 1900s which is
generally set back from the road in contrast
with more historic dwellings fronting onto the
street (see Figure 28).

MAP 13: TIVERTON ROAD AND EXETER ROAD CHARACTER AREA
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Tranquil and rural nature of the area.
Some traditional agricultural buildings.
High hedges enclose public space and
form a green and leafy area. Many of the
gardens are well cared for and contribute
positively to the street-scene.

There are a few walls which are in
need of repair. Unsympathetic
modern development on the east of
Exeter Road.

Very little opportunity for future
development but possible areas of
improvement or enhancement.

Figure 27 (above) Cockhayes entrance, Exeter Road

Unsympathetic
conversion
of
agricultural buildings to dwellings and
other uses may harm character.
Removal of hedgerows would impact
greatly on the street scene as would the
removal of historic walls.
Figure 26 (below) Exeter Road
Figure 28 (above) 2 Tiverton Road

Figure 29 (above) Three Tuns Public House and adjoining
properties, Exeter Road
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9. CHARACTER AREA: THE SQUARE AND
NEWCOURT ROAD
All of the primary routes within the village
lead to The Square. It is relatively busy and
noisy with vehicular traffic, as there is a shop
which serves the rural hinterland and a bus
stop in this area. The route east to west of
the square is a main route from the A396 to
the neighbouring village of Bradninch.
A number of the buildings in The Square are
landmarks in the village, such as 1 Fore
Street (see Figure 30), the War Memorial (see
Figure 301, the former Silverton Boys School
with its remaining bellcote and 2-14A (even)
Fore Street (see Figure 32).

The buildings on the western side of The
Square are possibly from the Victorian or
Edwardian period (see Figure 33). They are
constructed of red brick, with slate roofs and
timber windows. They are not listed, however
their uniform and picturesque appearance
contributes positively to this part of the
conservation area.
The Little Rec is a valuable play area and
meeting space (see Figure 34). The War
Memorial is located in front of the green Little
Rec in the north western corner. There is an
old firehouse located in the south western
corner of the green space, adjacent to a path
leading to the Church.

MAP 14: THE SQUARE AND NEWCOURT ROAD CHARACTER AREA
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Busy commercial heart of the village
with a diversity of uses. Excellent views
to the surrounding countryside due to
its elevated position and some exemplary
listed and unlisted buildings. An interesting
mix of materials, walls and cobbled surfaces.

Large volumes of traffic pass through
this space daily. Traffic markings and
signs detract from the unique setting.
Parked cars in front of landmark buildings.

Figure 30 (above): 1 Fore Street

Limited opportunities for future
development. Possible chances to
convert existing premises into mixed
uses. Public realm improvements in the Little
Rec, behind the War Memorial, may provide
better facilities for residents of Silverton.

Loss or decline of existing services and
shops would severely harm the setting
and the character of the area. Removal
of historic walls and paving would
detrimentally impact the conservation areas
character. Replacement uPVC windows in
unlisted properties can greatly impact on the
character of the conservation area.

Figure 31 (above): Silverton War Memorial

Figure 32 (above): 2-14A (even) Fore Street

Figure 34 (above): Little Rec south east of War Memorial
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Figure 33
(left): 6-12
(even)
Newcourt
Road

9. CHARACTER AREA: THE CHURCH AND THE
BERRY
This is historically the oldest part of the
settlement with the Grade I Listed Church
dating to the 13th Century (see Figure 35). St
Mary the Virgin Church commands a
prominent position in the highest ground
above The Berry (see Figure 36). The fields to
the south of the church and Berry used to
contain buildings, possibly since Saxon/
Medieval times but now only contain possible
archaeological remains. The fields, however,
provide the setting for the Berry and the
Church. There are a number of cob and
rendered properties within this area with slate
roofs that contribute very positively to the
setting of the church (see Figure 37).

The trees in this area have a high amenity
value, many of which are protected by Tree
Preservation Orders (TPOs).
Like other parts of the conservation area,
there are some cobbled surfaces. These
cobbled areas add historical interest and are
worthy of retention where possible (see
Figures 38 & 39). In some places, they have
been covered with tarmac or grass to reduce
maintenance costs.
There is a raised pavement to the south of the
Berry, along the eastern side of the road. It is
thought to date to 1860, indeed there is the
date shown in the cobbling, however, this is
now overgrown and not visible.

MAP 15: THE CHURCH AND THE BERRY CHARACTER AREA
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The church hall, although outside the
conservation area, is of poor design and
materials, and negatively affects the setting
of the Church. The development to the east of
the church also impacts on what was
probably the very rural setting of the Church
and The Berry.

Figure 35
(right):
Church of
St Mary
the Virgin

The 20th Century development of the two
dwellings to the north of the church has a
neutral impact due to screening provided by
trees.
The 13th Century Church and
surrounding Listed buildings provide an
impressive setting for this part of the
conservation area. Cobbled surfaces add
interest. Wall and terraces of buildings
provide important enclosure. The trees in The
Berry contribute positively to the setting of the
Church.

Figure 36 (above): View of Church across The Berry

Modern development to the east
particularly has negatively affected
the rural setting of the Church. The
parking of cars around the Church also
causes visual harm to the area. The lack of
repair for some of the buildings and walls.
The appearance and proximity of the church
hall is not complimentary to the Church or
The Berry.
Very
little
opportunity
for
development. Maintenance of the
Church
and
trees.
Potential
redevelopment of the church hall site. The
planting of trees to reduce the impact of the
new development to the east of the Church.

Figure 37 (above): Nettleworth House
Figure 38 (right): Cobbled
pathway on the west side of
The Berry leading north to
the Church

Replacement uPVC windows in unlisted
properties. Threat to the historic fabric
(mostly cobbles) through neglect or
wish to reduce maintenance costs.
Figure 39 (above): Cobbled area on Church Road
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10. ARCHITECTURE AND KEY BUILDINGS
There are 64 Listed Buildings within the
Silverton conservation area consisting mainly
of 15th to 18th century buildings. In addition
to these listed buildings, there are numerous
unlisted buildings that add interest and make
a positive contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area (see
Map 16).

Figure 40
(right):
Church

The only Grade I Listed building within the
Conservation Area is the Church of St Mary
the Virgin (see Figure 40).
The late medieval terrace on Fore Street
(numbers 2-14a even) comprise both Grade
II* and Grade II Listed buildings (see Figure
41). The terrace is thought to have been built
in the 15th century or earlier with a late or
rebuilt wing possibly dating to the 16th
century. Part of the row may have been
reconstructed in the 19th century after a fire
which mainly affected number 6 Fore Street.
Numbers 1-19 (odd) Newcourt Road form a
19th century terrace of Grade II Listed
buildings on the east side of the road (see
Figure 42). The terrace leads onto a raised
pavement
4, 5, 7 and 8 King Street are a row of
cottages with slate roofs and rendered walls
(see Figure 43). They have long front gardens,
which for two of the dwellings have partly
been converted into hard standing for car
parking.

Figure 41 (above): Medieval terrace, Fore Street (2-14a even)

Figure 43 (below): 4, 5, 7 and 8 King Street

Figure 42 (above): 1-19 (odd) Newcourt Road
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Figure 44 (above): Former Boys School, The Square

Within The Square is the former Richards’
Endowed School for Boys (see Figure 44). It
was built in 1742 from an endowment of
£1,200 and was run as a charity school. The
younger children played at the back of the
school, in what was known as lower yard,
while the older children’s playing fields were
know as ‘higher yard’. This is the open space
behind the War Memorial, more commonly
known now as ‘Little Rec’. The School was
closed in 1947 and became the British
Legion Hall. It is now a number of private
dwellings, although it still retains it’s bellcote
from when the building was used as a school.
Also within The Square is the former fire
house. The Silverton fire engine was
purchased in 1837. It was horse-drawn and
required 22 men to operate it.

Figure 45 (above): 1 Fore Street (The Old Church House

1 Fore Street, also known as The old Church
House is possibly one of the earliest public
buildings in Silverton, after the Church (see
Figure 45). Church Houses were built after the
Reformation generally in prominent positions
and became fore-runners of the Village Hall.
The growth of Puritanism saw the closure of
Church Houses by 1600 and they became
inns, poor houses or schools, or were let by
the Parish.
The old cobbled path (see Figures 46) to the
south of the Church and the Berry has ‘the
inscription WD 1860’ depicted in a different
colour stone. It is raised up from the roadway
and is rather unique, although it is rather
overgrown.
For more information on the history of
Silverton, please see the bibliography.

Figure 46 (left): Raised cobble pathway leading south out of
Silverton
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MAP 16: GRADES OF LISTED BUILDINGS AND UNLISTED BUILDINGS OF MERIT IN THE
CONSERVATION AREA
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