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Information for designers

'B' Category: Important trees also considered as a material
constraint. Ideally to be retained but sometimes development will
not be possible without their removal but it should be kept to a
minimum and well designed mitigation planting provided.

'C' Category: In our opinion, it is reasonable to assume these trees
could be removed because they are very small, low/poor
quality/health, are causing damage/inconvenience or their removal
will provide tree management benefits.

Default Root Protection Area (RPA). Using stem diameter, this is the
default area where roots should be protected. For new
development, this area should be avoided as far as possible for
retained trees. Excavation is not permitted in this area but it may be
possible to use bespoke construction methods in some instances.
Contact Devon Tree Services for further information.

'A' Category: The most important trees considered as a material
constraint. This may include veteran or ancient trees which are
particularly important. 'A' trees should be retained unless there are
no viable options because the LPA will consider them of highest
importance when deciding the full application. If removed, very
good justification and, substantial well considered mitigation
planting  is needed.

U' Category: Unsuitable for retention because they are dead, in
irreversible decline or have irremediable structural issues.

Tree constraints plan

General considerations for design

Construction Process: Provide sufficient space for the construction process.
The position of contractor car parking, storage of materials, and provision of
adequate working space should fall outside the RPA where possible.

Dwellings and Trees: Orientate plots so tree canopies are well away from
dwellings allow about 3 metres between the canopy tip and dwelling for mature
trees and approx 5 metres for semi and early mature trees. If large veteran trees
or large tree groups are retained, consider making them part of open space and
try to avoid including them into gardens of dwellings.


