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Planning Consultation (DPD)

From: Bill Horner < >
Sent: 06 July 2020 14:30
To: Planning Consultation (DPD)
Subject: Consultation on Mid Devon Design Guide SPD

Dear Madam or Sir,

Consultation on Mid Devon Design Guide SPD: Comments of the Devon County Historic Environment Team

I very much welcome the draft Design Guide SPD which contains a wealth of important information and guidance. The
document will make a positive contribution to achieving national and local conservation objectives for heritage assets
and historic landscapes. The following comments are therefore mostly points of detail that I hope you will be able to
consider and include in any revised text.

Volume 1 Procedural Guidance: Design Process
In order to more explicitly meet NPPF (2019) paragraphs 192 and 200, sustaining and enhancing heritage assets
(designated and un-designated) and enhancing/better revealing the significance of such assets and their settings, the
SPD section on the Design Process should refer to making use of the Devon Historic Environment Record (HER).  The
Devon HER is maintained by Devon County Council on behalf of all of Devon’s Local Planning Authorities. In terms of
informed Planning Applications, NPPF (189) states that as a minimum the local HER should be consulted. Of potential
relevance to design, the HER contains site specific heritage information as well as historic landscape characterisation,
historic urban surveys (for Cullompton, Crediton and Tiverton), historic mapping, aerial photos etc.
This is also of relevance to the section on Constraints and Opportunities.
Below ground archaeological evidence, within or on the edge of exiting settlements or in the open countryside, can also
inform design. It may be an absolute constraint or it may provide evidence which can inspire design or to which
engineering/design solutions can respond – if the information has been obtained at the appropriate stage in the design
process.

Volume 2 Designs for Landscapes & Settlements
As mentioned above the Devon HER contains a wealth of information relevant to the historic character of a site or area,
including detailed studies of Cullompton, Crediton and Tiverton. This can be used to identify opportunities, constraints
and to inform and inspire design.
The Cullompton section could usefully refer to its several historical foci – the Roman fort (potential for public open
space), the early medieval church and later medieval market areas.
The comments on Volume 1 regarding below ground archaeology will be of particular relevance to Mid Devon’s historic
market towns and village centres. Here below ground archaeology as well as above ground heritage assets and their
settings, will present particular constraints and opportunities. Design has a role in ‘better revealing the significance’
(NPPF, 200) of these archaeological assets.

I refer to the Devon Gardens Trust’s response for and informed comment on designed landscapes and views around
Crediton.

I hope that this is of assistance.

Yours faithfully,

Bill Horner
County Archaeologist & Historic Environment Manager
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