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Planning Consultation (DPD)

From: Sarah Jennings < >
Sent: 06 July 2020 17:10
To: Planning Consultation (DPD)
Cc:
Subject: Design Guide consultation

Consultation on Mid Devon Design Guide SPD

Please can ecological design principles be embedded into this guide – both for wildlife and for people.

I apologise that I have only just been made aware of this consultation and am only able to make v quick headline
comments:

 The Code currently fails to include anything on the need to embed wildlife design principles into existing and new
urban areas  - both for wildlife and people.

 MDDC has a duty to conserve wildlife through the NERC duty as well as to ensure that any developments meet
legislative and policy wildlife requirements.  These requirements mean that MDDC has a statutory duty to ensure
that urban areas are designed for wildlife and that any impacts are compensated appropriately.   e.g. we need to

o design urban areas around existing habitats e.g. hedges / mature trees / woodlands
o design planting schemes which benefit pollinators and other wildlife as well as creating a sense of place and

pride (rather than generic planting schemes).
o create parks, churchyards, school grounds and other public open spaces which include wildlife habitats such

as species rich grasslands and hedges, ponds, community orchards and woodlands.
o maximise the use of SUDS for wildlife and ensure that they are safely accessible for people to enjoy.
o ensure that habitats within an urban area will maintain their wildlife value through future proofing design

e.g. from householder security lighting / cats / grass clippings dumped over fences etc.
o build bat & bird boxes/bricks into buildings and ensure we have hedgehog gaps in fencing and walls
o ensure that habitats are managed in the long term
o ensure that designers protect and enhance any existing and new wildlife habitats and corridors (see the DCC

environment viewer for more information) and ensure that these are linked to the surrounding countryside
as part of the Devon Nature Recovery Network.

o design lighting to minimise impacts on wildlife (and people) – including creating dark corridors for bats.
 There is now a wealth of evidence that contact with nature is of huge benefit for our physical and mental

wellbeing.  We therefore need to design this contact with wildlife into our towns and villages / ensuring appropriate
access for all to wildlife areas and the surrounding countryside / creating spaces where communities can engage
with wildlife (Forest Schools, community orchards, community meadows etc) / creating interpretation boards
and  wildlife leaflets / ensuring that social prescribing initiatives led by local GP surgeries and health workers can
signpost people to initiatives that allow contact with nature.  DCC’s public health team has also commented on the
need to create green space to connect people and nature. The Public Health team is part of the Devon Local Nature
Partnership’s Naturally Healthy Initiative which brings the health and environment sectors together across Devon to
use the natural environment for health benefits.  More information at www.naturaldevon.org.uk

 With the Environment Bill around the corner (with the requirement for LAs to produce Local Nature Recovery
Strategies that help to create a nature recovery network) this is an opportunity for MDDC to lead the way and
create wildlife rich towns and villages in the heart of Devon, benefiting both wildlife and our communities.

I hope that you will take these ideas forwards and apologise that this is hastily written.

Best wishes
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Sarah

Sarah Jennings
County Ecologist, DCC
Devon Local Nature Partnership Manager


