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Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
Consultation on the Mid Devon Design Guide SPD 
 
We refer to the above consultation and welcome the opportunity to comment on behalf of the Devon 
Archaeological Society. 
 
The Devon Archaeological Society was founded in 1928. Our Aims, which we work to achieve 
through partnership with like-minded groups and national and local authorities and agencies, are to: 
 

 Promote archaeological research and the instigation and execution of fieldwork. 

 Seek the preservation of archaeological sites and buildings. 

 Publish material relevant to the archaeology of Devon. 

 Promote archaeology through meetings, lectures and other forms of instruction and publicity. 

The Society welcomes the Mid Devon Design Guide and the contribution that it should make to 
protecting and enhancing the built historic environment, landscape and townscape of Mid Devon. 
 
It is a well-presented set of documents and we support much of its content. However, we would 
suggest that there should be mention of Mid Devon’s rich archaeological heritage, both as a 
‘constraint’ and as an ‘opportunity’. Current national and local planning policies seek to protect and 
enhance not only the built historic environment but also archaeological sites and monuments and 
their settings. Archaeological evidence above or below ground, particularly in historic towns and 
villages but also associated with farmsteads and in ‘greenfield’ locations, should be a consideration 
in decisions regarding the suitability of a site for development and should also be a positive 
influence on design. The most significant (nationally or locally) archaeological sites and their 
settings should be preserved or enhanced by a development proposal’s design. In other cases, the 
archaeology can be recorded in mitigation for its loss. But in both cases archaeological information, 
as well as regard to the existing built historic environment context, should inform and inspire good 
design. 
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Early consideration of relevant information on local archaeology, architecture and historic landscape 
and townscape character is important when identifying such constraints and opportunities. We 
therefore also recommend that the SPD should refer to the Devon County Historic Environment 
Record as a key resource. This was created by the Devon Archaeological Society in the 1970s and 
is now maintained by Devon County Council on behalf of all of Devon’s planning authorities. 
 
We hope that you can consider these comments and look forward to seeing the final document. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr. W. Horner BA FSA MCIfA 
Trustee 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Devon Archaeological Society 
 


