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Planning Consultation (DPD)

From:
Sent: 22 May 2020 11:18
To: Planning Consultation (DPD)
Subject: Design Guide - Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

Thank you for the opportunity to provide representation with regard to the  Design Guide - Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD).

My role as Police Designing Out Crime Officer (DOCO) is to provide advice on designing out opportunities for crime,
disorder, antisocial behaviour (ASB) and conflict within the built environment and act as the single point of contact for
the Planning department and public appointed officials.

The Police actively support the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requirement to; ‘Create safe and accessible
environments where crime and the fear of crime do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion’ therefore
complying with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998) as referred to in the National Planning Practice
Guidance (NPPG).

Crime, the fear of crime and nuisance behaviour can have a detrimental impact on people’s lives and are less likely to
occur if for all developments the principles of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPtED) are incorporated
into the design and layout as follows:-

Access and movement:
Places with well-defined and well used routes with spaces and entrances that provide for convenient movement
without compromising security – Footpaths should be appropriate and designed so they do not encourage crime,
disorder and nuisance behaviour. Paths situated to the rear of properties are actively discouraged as these are proven
crime generators. Care should be taken with regard to permeability as too much will also provide ease of movement
and means of escape for those with criminal intent or unwanted trespassers.

Structure:
Places that are structured so that different uses do not cause conflict - Active frontages are encouraged and access to
private space should be limited. Affordable housing should not be distinguishable from market housing in terms of
location, appearance, build quality and materials. They should be in small clusters and pepper potted throughout a
development to promote community cohesion and inclusion.

Surveillance:
Places where all publicly accessible spaces are overlooked – A balance needs to be struck in the careful location of
publicly accessible places like play areas and MUGA’s so as to not to disadvantage nearby residents with noise pollution
and nuisance against being well overlooked, not just by dwellings but also by well used pedestrian and vehicular routes.

Rear parking courts are actively discouraged as they are proven generators for car crime and burglary due to general
lack of surveillance by active rooms. Blank gable ends should be avoided as they reduce surveillance opportunities.

Ownership:
Places that promote a sense of ownership, respect, territorial responsibility and community - There should be clear
definition as to where public space ends and private space begins, encouraging people to take ownership of their
surroundings and environment.

Physical protection:
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Places that include necessary, well-designed security features – to deter and prevent crime - Cul-de-sacs that are not
linked by footpaths are a key feature in designing out crime as they provide self-policing communities where the
individual with criminal intent feels vulnerable at being noticed and therefore less likely to venture there. Good
boundary treatments increase security for householders.

Activity:
Places where the level of human activity is appropriate to the location and creates a reduced risk of crime and a sense
of safety at all times.

Management and maintenance:
Places that are designed with management and maintenance in mind to discourage crime and disorder – If places are
well looked after they are likely to stay that way.

Areas with high levels of deprivation can often be hotspots for crime, fear of crime and ASB. This should be considered
when refurbishing areas where these issues are prevalent. Consultation with the police DOCO is essential.

There are several areas where crime, fear of crime and disorder including nuisance behaviour can become an issue if the
design has not considered the elements of CPtED as detailed above. Such areas can include MUGAs, poorly used
footpaths and locations where there is an abundance of licensed premises. Consultation with the Police DOCO is
essential.

In terms of practical parking, the ‘tandem’ parking design, is not always considered a practical or convenient method of
parking and can lead to the space not being used as intended. It is likely that the 2nd vehicle will be parked elsewhere
e.g. to the front of the dwelling, in the front garden, on the pavement or any available space just to make life easier. The
negative impact of this is that it will greatly reduce the stated number of intended parking spaces and the potential to
introduce a source of conflict as a result of vehicle dominated street scenes and inconsiderate or obstructive parking.

By creating developments that are safe and secure will also have an impact on sustainability as people will want to
remain living, visiting and working in them for many years to follow.

Rick Napier
Designing Out Crime Officer
North Devon, Mid Devon & Torridge
Prevention Department
Devon & Cornwall Police
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