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Planning Consultation (DPD)

From:
Sent: 22 May 2020 11:56
To: Planning Consultation (DPD)
Subject: Design Guide

Dear Tristan Peat

Referring to your letter of 11th May 2020, about the Supplementary Planning Document  to the Design Guide, this
Design Guide has gone to great and detailed lengths  to preserve Mid -Devon as a kind pf Picture  Postcard Devon. It is a
long and learned look at our architectural past.

However it does not attempt to consider our changing times. Greater than the  current coronavirus epidemic is the
menace of climate change. This will change the outward appearance of our buildings hugely. In particular the Design
Guide does not address the visual impact of solar panels on our roofs. What suggestions does it give on alignment of
buildings? At present solar panels do not require planning permission  if they face away from roads. Will this continue
?  Will they be allowed elsewhere?

Many older buildings will want to improve the insulation of their properties by external insulation. The Guide says
nothing about this, which could alter the appearance of buildings  greatly.

Probably, more important than either of the above is the question of wind  turbines in our countryside. Of recent years
our government has not encouraged them, but this is about to change. Britain is the windiest country in Europe, and
Devon one of its most windy counties. It is imperative that we do not waste this asset, but the Guide says nothing about
wind power at all.

If Devon becomes an area where electricity and heating is more expensive that other areas of the country, the county
will  become a less attractive place to live. We will lose out.

Finally, alongside the Design Guide, please may we have sight f the Terms of Reference to which the authors were asked
to work. The dangerous lacunae in the Guide may not be the authors fault.

Yours faithfully

T J F Tucker
8 Home Orchard,
Sampford Peverell
Devon – EX16 7FD
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