
TOWN & PARISH NEWSLETTER

October 2020

coliphant@middevon.gov.uk

Hello all

As we head into Autumn I have been reflecting on this years events. When I was

instructed to work from home back in March I had no idea I would be still here nearly 7

months later. I am lucky I didn’t have to organise home schooling and arrange care for

elderly relatives but I know that a number of you ended up juggling both work and home

life, I take my hat off to you.

Now that Boris has introduced the ‘Rule of 6’ and there is a threat of further restrictions

around the corner I think it’s safe to say that we wont be meeting in drafty Village Halls

anytime soon.

There are some Parish Council’s out there who have not met since March, if you are one

of them you should be making arrangements to resume Parish Council meetings remotely

as soon as possible. There is specific legislation which states that you have to meet at

least 3 times a year in addition to the Annual Meeting which is held in May. There is lots

of help available to you to set this up and both DALC and SLCC are a good source of

information and are willing to help. In addition we have some very experienced Clerks in

MDDC who would be willing to mentor you in the ways of the remote meeting if you

required some help.

So keep up the fantastic work you are doing and be grateful that you wont be sat in a

freezing village hall trying to take minutes with two pairs of gloves on this winter.

Carole



Did you know you can now put out small electrical

items for recycling?

From Monday, 7 September, Mid Devon residents will

be able to put out small electrical items, also known as

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE),

with their kerbside recycling boxes.

Along with cardboard, cartons, mobile phones, ink car-

tridges and toners, old electrical items no bigger than the volume of a plastic carrier bag

can be placed in the green recycling box for collection, or by its side if space is limited.

For a full list of all small WEEE items that will be accepted, visit middevon.gov.uk/

SmallElectricals.

As technology evolves, the speed at which existing electronic and electrical items depreci-

ate is rapid, invariably leaving older items being left unwanted. Many of these items con-

tain valuable plastics and metals, and with natural resources in limited supply combined

with soaring waste disposal costs, it is important that residents recycle them so that they

can be used in new products.

The Council would therefore like to encourage residents to recycle any small electrical

items using their kerbside collection service, on the proviso that items are put out ‘little

and often’, due to the finite space on board the collection vehicles.

Mid Devon District Council’s Lead Member for the Environment, Councillor Colin Slade,

said:

"I’m very pleased to announce that we’ll soon be able to offer the collection of small elec-

trical items as part of our residents’ kerbside collection service. Not only will this reduce

the amount of general waste we send to our Energy-from-Waste-facility, but we’ll also in-

crease the amount of precious materials we can recover. We only have so many precious

materials on the planet and it’s very important we reuse as many of them as we can."

Following the collection of these items by the Council’s kerbside collection teams, they will

be mechanically separated into plastics, ferrous metals and non-ferrous metals. The recov-

ered plastics will be used to produce street furniture and any metals will be reused in new

electrical products.

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/SmallElectricals
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/SmallElectricals


New eco-friendly, co-working, arts & culture hub to be opened

in the heart of Tiverton

Local Community Enterprise awards winner & finalist, Caro

Bushnell, is launching a new and innovative space in the centre of the Market Centre car park

in Tiverton.

Previously a youth walk-in centre, with the new vision, Centre-Space will rejuvenate the

venue, offering an affordable place to inspire freelancers, small businesses and community

groups, creating room for them to grow. The first strand available in September will be the

coworking spaces with coworking desks and 2 private rooms for hire. With an introductory

offer of £10 a day, local entrepreneurs can find a new environment to work in and meet

others to collaborate with.

Caro Bushnell, Director of Centre - Space, is thrilled to be opening the venue and proud to

bring the social enterprise into the heart of the town:

“Having lived in the town centre for decades and raising my children here, I have often

passed the empty market centre building and have been itching with ideas as to how to get

this into community use and supporting local business too.

“I have been working for a long time with Mid Devon District Council and am delighted we

have collaborated on this building and the vision has landed with their support and belief in

the project! In light of COVID this central space will be even more important now to aid

recovery and connection. The building lends itself to a safe working environment with high

ceilings, good ventilation and COVID protocols will be in place.

“It will be a creative space and zero waste with all the fixtures and fittings being sourced

locally from the local recycling site, charity shops, auctions, upcycled and donations.

“Tiverton Community radio will finally have a new home too and we can start back up some

regular programming from our trusty team of volunteers who have all helped to get the

space ready. We are then hoping to get some art pop up events on when safe to do so, such

as our popular open mic sessions and performance and a community food surplus kitchen”.

Similar spaces in the UK and internationally have inspired this development - with the

current crisis, co-working is likely to become the ‘new normal’, allowing small businesses to

stay on their feet with reduced overheads and venues to evolve in. Centre-Space is a not for

profit organisation, hoping to give the town a new offering, for those who don’t wish to

travel to the city and instead wish to grow their business in the beautiful rural area, thus

reducing commuting costs and emissions too.



Meet the Parishes

Lapford

Lapford is a village and civil parish in Mid Devon in

the English county of Devon. Lapford is part of Taw Valley

ward whose population at the above census was 1,629.

The nearby Bury Barton is the site of a Roman fort,

thought to be a large pre-Flavian fort that was succeeded by a smaller one that in turn

was abandoned early in the Flavian period.

In the early part of the 20th century the milk processing company Ambrosia had a large

creamery and processing facility at Lapford.

Lapford playing field features two play areas, a large area of grass including a football

pitch and also a fenced playground with various play equipment such as swings, slides and

roundabouts.

The village is said to be haunted by the spirit of the former Vicar of Lapford's church, the

St Thomas of Canterbury Church, John Radford. He murdered his curate, in the 1860s, but

was spared from the gallows by a jury consisting of many of his village parishioners and

returned to his parish duties. His dying wish was to be buried in the church chancel, he

made the ominous threat to haunt the village if his wishes were not carried out. The

church authorities would not allow this, instead he was buried outside the vestry door

where his grave can still be seen today. His spirit is said to still wander around the village.

Morchard Bishop

Morchard’s name reflects its long history; originally called ‘Morchet’ from the Celtic

words ‘mor’ [big/great] and ‘coed’ [wood]. Centuries later it was sold to the Bishop of

Exeter giving rise to the name Morchet Episcopi, which

became Bishop’s Morchard and relatively recently

Morchard Bishop. The majority of the village remained

under the ownership of the Bishop of Exeter until 1908

when Tatepath Farm, The London Inn (then known as the

London Hotel), 49 houses/cottages and various parcels of

land were auctioned off.

Excavations have revealed the earliest evidence of settlement in the area in the form of a

Celtic site at Rudge, west of the village. Pottery from this site was found to be nearly

2,000 years old. Anglo-Saxons settled in the area after 661AD following their successful

routing of the hill fort at nearby Posbury.



Keeping up to date

Press Releases Issued
https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/

Dates for Mid Devon District Council Meetings
https://democracy.middevon.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx?GL=1&bcr=1

1st October 2020—Cabinet—6.00pm

7th October 2020—Planning—2.15pm

12th October 2020—Scrutiny—2.15pm

15th October 2020—Special Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committees—10.30am

20th October 2020—Special Joint Environment/Community and Homes PDG-5.30pm

28th October 2020—Council –6.00pm

29th October 2020—Cabinet –6.00pm

Dates for Devon County Council meetings:
http://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx

Political quotes

https://www.middevonnewscentre.info/
https://democracy.middevon.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx?GL=1&bcr=1
http://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx

