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Preface
This Consultation Statement has been prepared by the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
to conform to the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.
Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a Consultation Statement should:
(a) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
neighbourhood development plan
(b) Explain how they were consulted
(c) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted
(d) Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant,
addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan
Part 1 of this Consultation Statement summarises all statutory and non-statutory consultation
undertaken with the community in developing the Cullompton Neighbourhood Development Plan.
The aims of the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan consultation process were to:
•
‘front-load’ the consultation, so that the Plan could be informed by the views of local
people and other stakeholders from the earliest stage
•
ensure that consultation events and drop-in sessions enabled people ‘have their say’ and 		
get feedback on the emerging plan at key points in the process and when decisions were 		
required
•
engage with as wide a range of people as possible, using a variety of events and
communication techniques
•
ensure that the results of consultation and updates on the neighbourhood plan were
provided for local people as soon as possible after consultation events through the most
appropriate and widely read media
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1.

Background to Consultation on Neighbourhood Plan

The decision to establish a Steering Group was taken ata Town Council meeting in November 2013.
The level of consultation that has been undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan goes beyond that
required by legislation as the Town Council and its Steering Group has continuously sought to work with
the local community to make the Plan, as much as possible, reflect their views and wishes.
In preparing the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan the Steering Group has consistently ensured that
residents and other stakeholders including local authorities, interest groups, land-owners, businesses and
statutory bodies have regularly been consulted and that their comments have been noted and where
appropriate incorporated into the Plan as it evolved. In order to make available information, minutes and
notices, and update residents and stakeholders on the progress of the Plan an early decision was taken
to produce a Neighbourhood Plan website so that as much as possible could be made easily accessible
online and an easy method of feedback could be established.

2.

Summary of Consultation Approach to Engage the Community

A number of key community consultation stages were identified at the outset and set as key milestones
in the Project Plan. A Community Engagement Strategy (Appendix 6), including method statements was
agreed. Its purposes included:
•
enabling each consultation stage to be properly planned for
•
ensuring the community at large understood when and why they were being consulted
The Community Engagement Strategy for the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan is included as Appendix 6
to this report. It is founded on a number of important principles:
•
Publicising as widely as possible
•
Utilising a variety of methods
•
Applying the right method to the task and the required outcomes
•
Providing appropriate levels of assistance, explanation and interpretation
•
Maximising access and opportunity
•
Encouraging reaction and feedback
•
Reporting back on what was said and how it has been interpreted
Aside from these highly programmed and organised consultation ‘events’. The Steering Group has been
keen to facilitate a continuous two-way dialogue between the planning group and the community at
large. This has been achieved by:

Communication Methods:

Brief Description:

Website

Regular updates with progress and reports

Reporting in person

Updates at Town Council meetings

Social Media

Facebook and Twitter posts

Local newspapers and newsletters

Articles in Cullompton Town Crier and Mid Devon
Gazette

Radio

Radio interviews on local radio stations
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3.

Equality and Inclusivity

We recognise that the foundation of a good neighbourhood plan is an effective and inclusive programme
of consultation and engagement. Our aim was to reach everyone with a stake in the future of the
area including people living, working or doing business here, those who deliver services to the local
communities and people who have influence over the future of the area. We wanted to communicate
and listen to everybody with a view; regardless of gender, ethnicity, colour, disability, religion, family
responsibility, age, occupation, marital status, sexual orientation or trade union affiliation. We made
efforts to reach those that others have traditionally found hard to reach and hard to hear. We agreed
a communication strategy as part of an overall consultation and engagement plan, both to guide our
approaches and monitor our effectiveness.

4.

Initial Launch Event

It was decided to recruit steering group members by by holding a ‘open meeting’ which would focus on
raising awareness and informing the community about the process and timetable; what a neighbourhood
plan is and can achieve; and asking representatives of key community groups and agencies to get involved
in producing the Plan. It was also intended to explore some of the key planning and development issues
that residents felt could be addressed in the Plan.
Around the same time, to maximise the effectiveness of the launch period, the full range of local and
strategic stakeholders were informed about the Parish Council’s intentions and the launch event. (We
report on their response in Part 2 of this Consultation Statement.)

Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Launch Event
Date(s)

22nd January 2014

Location(s)

The Hayridge Library, Cullompton

Attendance (Nos.)

22

4.1

Who was consulted?

The steering group put together a list of ‘interested parties’ to invite to the meeting which can be found in
Appendix 3.

4.2

What did they say?

They were concerned about traffic in the Town Centre and felt that a relief road was a priority if this was to
be alleviated. There was concern that there was currently not enough infrastructure to accommodate the
new housing being built, now and in the future. They felt that there was a lack of leisure facilities within
the town and also expressed their worries about losing valuable ‘open space’.
The provision of a swimming pool was something supported by the group, as was building a new railway
station to improve public transport links in the town. Improving walking and cycling links throughout the
town was also something the group wanted to see in the future.

4.3

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

SWOT analysis produced at the event, helped to inform the
questionnaire design, along with information taken from the
evidence base1

1

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Evidence%20Report%20final%20draft%20mar14.pdf
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5.

Community Survey

Community Survey

We distributed a community questionnaire which:

We distributed a community questionnaire2 which:
•
provided some feedback from work we have done on understanding the key issues for
(i.e. helpsome
to setfeedback
out somefrom
context)
• the area
provided
work we have done on understanding the key issues for the area
(i.e.
helpquestions
to set out
somesome
context)
•
asked
about
of the local issues which have come to light so far during the
• process
asked questions about some of the local issues which have come to light so far during the
process
•
asked questions to help fill gaps in our understanding of key local issues and problems
••
asked
to help
fill gaps inforour
understanding
of key
issues and problems
askedquestions
about people’s
aspirations
their
themselves and
theirlocal
neighbourhood
•
asked about people’s aspirations for their themselves and their neighbourhood
The questionnaire/survey was delivered to each household in the Parish.
The questionnaire/survey was delivered to each household in the Parish.

Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Community Questionnaire
Date(s)

April-October
2014
2014

Deliver Method(s)

Inserted in Town Crier to all households in Parish
and left in public places such as doctors surgeries
and libraries

No. of questionnaires delivered

4000

No. of completed questionnaires completed

458

Return Options

Post, deliver to TC, website

5.1
5.1

Who was consulted?
Who was consulted?

Everybody who lived, worked or visited the parish was given the opportunity to complete the Community
An email link to an on-line version of the survey was also sent to interested parties and local groups.
Survey. It was delivered to every dwelling in the parish and additional copies were made available at the
The link was also placed on the Neighbourhood Plan and Town Council websites and included in all
library, Community Centre, Dr’s Surgeries, vets practice, dentists and the local sports centre.
publicity relating to the community survey.

5.2
What did they say?
5.2 What did they say?
We asked local people their opinion of a number of important planning issues that may affect
We
asked
local people
opinion
of a Plan
number
of important
planning
issues that
future
future
response
to thetheir
Mid Devon
Local
as well
as neighbourhood
planning.
On may
mostaffect
of them
local
response
to
the
Mid
Devon
Local
Plan
as
well
as
neighbourhood
planning.
On
most
of
them
local
opinion seems quite clear. To summarise:
opinion seems quite clear. To summarise:
. More business and commercial development should be facilitated
. More business
and commercial
. Cullompton
should havedevelopment
a relief road should be facilitated
. Cullompton
have
relief
. The should
car should
beafar
lessroad
intrusive within the town
. The car .should
be
far
less
intrusive
the town
The motorway junction haswithin
to be improved
. The motorway
junction
has to
be improved
. Wind and
solar farm
development
could be acceptable

5.3
4.3

Howwere
werethe
theissues
issues and
and concerns
concerns responded
How
respondedto?
to?

3. taken to a workshop held with members of
Thesurvey
issuesresponses
and concerns
raised
by theand
community
survey were
The
were
analysed
a report produced
This was taken to a workshop held with
It was
here
the results
the
local
community
and
members
of
the
neighbourhood
plan
members of the local community and members of the steeringsteering
group. group.
It was here
that
thethat
results
of
of community
the community
survey
were
studied
outaofset
these
a draft
setand
of aims
and objectives
were agreed.
the
were
studied
and
out ofand
these
of draft
aims
objectives
were agreed.
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http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%20Community%20Questionnaire%202014%20Report-1.pdf
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Young People Survey
It was decided that it was important to gaie ln the views of young people within the parish. This was by
achieved by producing a ‘Young People Survey’ (Appendix 9)

5.4

Who was consulted?

The survey was distributed to students in years 7, 8 & 9 attending the local community college.

5.5

What did they say?

•

•

66% of respondents did not think there were enough activities for young people to do in 		
Cullompton.
The most commonly suggested activities the students would like to see in Cullompton were a 		
swimming pool (70%) and a cinema (12%). Other activities suggested were tennis courts, bigger
parks, football pitches and bowling.
80% of respondents suggested that ‘cycle lanes’ could be provided for cyclists.

5.6

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

•

A Young People Survey report4 was produced and used in assisting with producing the first draft of ‘aims
and objectives’.

Young People Survey
Date(s)
Deliver Method(s)
No. of questionnaires delivered
No. of completed questionnaires completed
Return Options

July 2014
Hard copies were delivered to Cullompton
Community College and completed by
students aged
250
202
Completed questionnaires were collected from
the college.

Business Survey
In order to gain the views of local businesses, a ‘business survey’ was produced (Appendix 9)

5.7

Who was consulted?

The survey was sent out to all business on the ‘Cullompton Traders Association’ and an on-line link
was put on the ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ website to a ‘Survey Monkey’ version of the questionnaire. The
Neighbourhood Plan Administrator visited most businesses within Alexandria and Kingsmill Industrial
estates and the majority of business in the High Street, to encourage business owners/directors to
complete the survey. Despite these efforts, the survey was completed by 28 businesses, 11 of those
businesses being classed as ‘stand alone’ businesses. Therefore, the results of this survey were treated with
caution due to low response rate. A business survey report was produced.4

4

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Young%20People%20Survey%20Report%202014.pdf

5

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Business%20Survey%20Report%202014.pdf
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5.8

What did they say?

•

A Cullompton relief road, and better road network generally, was what most people considered the
most beneficial to local business.
Encouraging more tourists and visitors was also considered to be an important factor.
The poor overall image of the High Street was considered to be the biggest barrier to businesses
moving into the Cullompton area, or existing businesses expanding.
Traffic in the Town was also considered to be a constraint. Improvement in these areas was also
considered to be the most important elements to improve to attract more local businesses to the
area.

•
•
•

5.9

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

Comments were considered and taken into consideration when producing the first draft of ‘aims and
objectives’.

Business Survey
Date(s)
Deliver Method(s)

No. of questionnaires delivered
No. of completed questionnaires completed
Return Options

March 2014
Delivered and emailed (via link) to businesses
within the Parish. The survey could also be
completed electronically and emailed back or
could be completed on-line.
102
28
Offered to collect completed questionnaires or
could be dropped off at Town Hall.

Do i need to put more in about these other surveys?

6.

Community Context

Alongside the community questionnaire we wrote to all the community-based organisations, groups
and local businesses on several occasions. Our initial communication was aimed at ensuring that all
such bodies were aware of neighbourhood planning in the area and had an opportunity to make a
contribution. We also asked them to encourage their ‘members’ to participate in the neighbourhood
planning process. A copy of the initial standard letters are included in Appendix 11. Further consultation
letters (normally emails) reported on progress and invited comment. With the assistance of the steering
group, focus groups were formed and these reported back from meetings they had held on specific topic
areas.
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7.

Community Follow-up

The Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group made it known that it was prepared to hold a series
of specific consultations with local groups and organisations as necessary, to ensure that their views
and opinions were heard. The steering group compiled a list of members of the local community and
community groups to be invited to an ‘Vision, Aims & Objectives workshop (Appendix 12). Focus groups
were also set up and a series of meeting were held. A schedule of meetings and events can be found
below:

Meeting/event
Arts & Culture Focus Group
Natural Environment Focus Group
Town Team
Vision, Aims & Objectives workshop
7.1

Date
08/04/2014 & 20/05/2014
30/04/2014
17/07/2014
17/09/2014

Who was consulted?

The Arts & Culture and Natural Envionment Focus Groups and Town Team met on a few occassions, as
detailed above and produced reports6 which they emailed to the steering group. Informal meetings were
also held with various sports clubs, including Cullompton Rugby Club and Cullompton Cricket Club.

7.2

What did they say?

The Town Team produced a report7 which suggested specific policies relating the preservation and
enhancement of Cullompton Parish.
•
The Natural Environment Focus group produced a report8 which suggested that the
Neighbourhood Plan should include policies which:
		
• Protect historical footpaths
		
• Create footpaths for the community by compensating landowners
		
• Create permissive footpaths with agreement of landowners
•
The Arts and Culture Focus Group felt that ‘Communicating more successfully the opportunities
to participate and enjoy activities must be a major priority in addition to the current good
communication work.
•
The Rugby Club and Cricket Club both expressed an interest in moving to a bigger site as 		
their exising premises are already over capacity and this will only get worse when the new planned
development goes ahead.
•

7.3

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

All consultation from the various meetings and events was carefully studied by the steering group and the
issues taken into consideration when producing the first set of ‘aims and objectives’

6

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/A&CFocus%20Group%20Reports.pdf

7

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Town%20Team%20report.pdf

8

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Natural%20and%20Rural%20Focus%20Group%20Report.pdf
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8.

Vision, Aims and Objectives Consultation

We held a ‘community consultation drop-in exhibition’, which presented our findings and set out, for the
public to consider, the key neighbourhood planning and development issues and opportunities presented
to us to date. The consultation also set out the key emerging themes for the Plan. We shared what we
considered could be the Vision, Aims and Objectives of the Plan. We asked the community if these set the
right agenda and direction for the Plan. Our purpose was leave thisphase of consultation with a good idea
and some certainty of the sorts of policies and proposals that the Plan should contain and, importantly,
which the community support. From the consultation we also wanted to be in a position to draw-up a
range of options, where options were possible, for certain policies and proposals that might be in the Plan.

Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan NP Vision, Aims and Objectives
4th – 12th December 2014
Date(s)
The Walronds, High Street, Cullompton
Location(s)
118
Attendance (Nos.)

8.1

Who was consulted?

The ‘drop-in exhibition’10 was open to all members of the community and advertised in the ‘Town Crier’, as
well as in the Mid-Devon Gazette. Posters were also put up in various positions within the Parish,
including local shops, notice boards, the library and Community Centre.

8.2

What did they say?

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Cullompton should have a relief road
Improvements need to be made to J28 of M5
Any relief road shouldn’t go through the CCA fields
Cullompton needs a railway station
Cullompton needs a swimming pool
Development plans need to include sizeable open spaces for play
Need to plan for footpaths and cycle routes and parking in open spaces
Cullompton should develop an open art house bistro/gallery in the town
Need to reduce traffic through the town centre
Need to encourage diversity of evening entertainment provision to attract all groups
Need to ensure parking provision is rounded up to 2 spaces in new developments
Need to reduce vehicle usage when planning new developments
Need to restore High Street buildings

8.3

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

A report was produced and its findings and recommendations were discussed at the steering group
meeting and from that the first draft of Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan was produced

9

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%20Workshop%20Report%20Final%20Sep14.pdf

10

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Exhibition%20boards%201-10.pdf
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9.

1st Draft Plan - Informal Consultation

Cullompton Town Council decided that it would like to carry out an informal consultation on the first draft
of the Neighbourhood Plan prior to the formal Regulation 14 Pre-submission consultation stage.

9.1

Who was consulted?

An email, including a link to the Draft Neighbourhood Plan (Appendix 16) was sent to local groups
and individuals who had indicated an interest in being kept informed of the progress of Cullompton
Neighbourhood Plan (Appendix 15) . All of those consulted were lead to a short survey (Appendix 16)
which asked questions specific to the draft policies within the Plan. The steering group also decided to
invite representatives from neighbouring parishes to a presentation on the 1st Draft Neighbourhood Plan
on 27th January 2017 (Appendix 17). Letters were also sent to those who may be directly affected by a
particular policy in the plan, an example of which can be found in Appendix 19.

9.2

What did they say?

29 comments were received from the Town Council, following 2 meetings, 15 comments submitted
on-line and 9 written submissions were received. There were 45 responses to the 1st Consultation Draft
Survey. The majority of comments were supportive of first draft policies within the Plan.
A full schedule of consultee comments can be found in Appendix 18.
Landowner responses can be found in Appendix 20.

9.3

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

Results from the 1st Draft consultation survey were analysed and a report produced11. Along with
responses received, they were then taken into account in the preparation of the regulation
14 Pre-submission version Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan.

11

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/CNP%201st%20Draft%20consultation%20survey%20analysis.pdf
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10.

Regulation 14 (Pre-submission Stage) Consultation

Neighbourhood Plan regulations require that a statutory consultation period of 6 weeks is undertaken by
the qualifying body (the Parish Council) on the final draft plan prior to its submission to the Local Planning
Authority in advance of their statutory Regulation 16 consultation.

10.1

Who was Consulted?

The Regulation 14 consultation is specific about organisations and stakeholders that should be consulted.
The legislation requires that prior to submitting the Plan to the local planning authority the qualifying
body (the Town Council) must:
• publicise it in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work 		
or carry on business in the neighbourhood area
• consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests 		
the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood
development plan
• send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local 			
planning authority
All of the residents and businesses within the parish area were consulted together with a range of
statutory bodies (Appendix B). A copy of the plan was also sent to the Local Planning Authority,
Mid Devon DC, although its officers had been involved in the consultation process and finalising the draft
plan.

10.2

How were they Consulted?

A notice and article was published in the Town Crier promoting the consultation which directed people
to an online copy of the plan12, or hard copies could be viewed at various locations in the parish, or
an individual copy could be requested. The consultation was also put onto the Facebook page. The
Cullompton Town Council website also directed people to the Plan from its home page. The steering
group decided to hold an exhibition to promote the consutation, which was held at the local library over
a two week period.13 The exhibition was manned by members of the steering group for a 2 hour period
each morning and afternoon to enable questions to be answered from attendees. There was also a miniexhibition placed at the Rugby Club and Cricket Club in the hope that this may be viewed by more people.
The comment forms (Appendix 22) were held at all venues named as places the plan could be viewed, as
well as on-line.
The plan was also sent by email to a list of local bodies and groups (See Appendix 21) with explanation of
what was required for the consultation and the date when responses were required by. All consultation
responses which received an invalid response message via email were followed up and alternative
respondents were obtained. During the course of the consultation the key consultation stakeholders were
contacted to enquire whether a response would be made. Reminder emails were also sent out 2 weeks
prior
Date:to the end of the consultation period.
6th October 2017

Press release sent to Mid Devon Gazette

8th October 2017

Email sent to statutory and non-statutory consultees

8th October 2017

Consultation published on Town Council and Cullompton
Neighbourhood Plan’s websites

11th October 2017

Posted on Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page

9th October 2017

Posters put on 5 of the Town Council ‘sheep’ notice boards

10th-October - 23rd October

Exhibition held at The Hayridge Library

6th October 2017

Mini exhibition and Hard copies of the NP and comments formed
placed at Cullompton Rugby Club and Cullompton Cricket Club

12
13

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Submission%20Version%20Feb18-1.pdf
http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/reg%2014%20exhibition%20final.pdf
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10.3

What did the Consultees say?

A total of 36 responses were made by members of the general public, local organisations and businesses
(which included 4 returns from agents of landowners or developers). A summary of the responses
received is set out in a schedule at Appendix 23.

10.4

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

The response to the consultation has been used to review and revise the policy statements and as
evidence in support of many of the policies. The comments were sorted into topics and policies and each
comment assigned a separate reference number. Following advice from the consultant the NP Steering
Group met on the 19th December 2017 and decided how it wished to react to the comments on each
policy in the Plan.

11.

Conclusions

The level of community consultation and engagement undertaken during the production of the
Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan has been varied and extensive. It has reached a wide range of the local
population especially through a variety of methods and mediums. A wide variety of groups and different
sections of the community have participated or commented on the
emerging draft Neighbourhood Plan.
The comments received at each stage of the Neighbourhood Plan have been fully considered and have
helped to guide and shape the form of the Plan so that it is truly reflective of what local people wish to see
happen for their village.
This Consultation Statement and the supporting appendices are considered to comply with
Section 15(2) of part 5 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.
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EN03

The following areas (listed below and identified on
map 5) are designated as ‘Local Green Spaces’ and
protected from development under Local Plan Policy
DM24.
However, Mid Devon Local Plan Review policy DM24
only gives Local Green Space (LGS) protection to the
seven specific sites listed in paragraph 4.75 of the Mid
Devon Local Plan Review, none of which are
apparently in the Neighbourhood Plan Area. The
sentence needs to be re-phrased as:
‘The following areas (listed below and identified on
map 5) are designated as Local Green Spaces in
accordance with paragraph 77 of the NPPF. The
NPPF further advises that local policy for managing
development within a Local Green Space should be
consistent with policy for Green Belts.’
Furthermore, the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Space report does not provide all the
information necessary for an examiner to conclude
that the proposed LGS areas meet the three criteria of
paragraph 77 of the NPPF, in so far as no detail of site
size is included in the table. It is insufficient for
examination purposes for the document to state that
the area is not an extensive tract of land without
providing the actual site area (in hectares) for each of
the proposed LGSs. The extent in hectares needs to be
included in either/both the table for each site in the
Local Green Space report and/or inserted into the
descriptions of the proposed designations in
paragraph 9.15 of the CNP.
Without prejudice to the forthcoming examination of
the CNP, we note that one of the proposed LGS is the
area of the Roman forts on St Andrews Hill. This is a
scheduled ancient monument and PPG Reference ID:
37-011-20140306 does note that If land is already
protected by designation, then consideration should
be given to whether any additional local benefit would
be gained by designation as Local Green Space. Also
Map 5 suggests that this may also be an extensive
tract of land, certainly in comparison to the other
proposed designations.
A map detailing the more important heritage assets
would be a useful addition to the policy

21

TC01

22

TC02

a more local dimension could be given to the policy.
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TC06

24

WL01

25

WL08

There is a typo here in that an ‘i’ is missing from
facilities. Furthermore, the policy appears incomplete.
As such, we are unable to comment further.
One of the areas listed is the Cullompton Cricket Club
ground. We note Devon County Council’s current
thinking on this site, in relation to the TCRR and the
proposed junction 28a, is that the site may need to be
acquired and a compensatory site found elsewhere
should the TCRR come to fruition. The policy should
make it clear that protection of this site is subject to it
not being required for transport related
developments.
we do not think this policy can be quite so
prescriptive. We suggest replacing will be expected to
show with ‘should seek to demonstrate, where
appropriate,’. If not already aware, the Town
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Make change to policy
introduction as suggested as
long it remains in conformity
with the NPPF.

The details of each site are in
the supporting Assessment
Report. there is no need to
add to the Plan document
itself

The Roman fort was added
after it was nominated by
Historic England and after
some debate by the SG. It was
agreed that it should remain in
the Plan as a designated LGS.

Consider whether a map can
be prepared that would add
value to the Plan
It was decided that this was
not possible
Correct errors
Policy DM24 of the LP Review
(referred to in the policy)
covers the eventuality that the
CC or any other facility may be
redeveloped, as long as it is
replaced by something
equivalent or better
Change policy wording as
suggested to read…
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Part 2: Consultation Statement – Statutory and Strategic Consultees
1.

Introduction

This Consultation Statement has been prepared by the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
to conform to the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.
Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a Consultation Statement should:
(a) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 			
neighbourhood development plan
(b) Explain how they were consulted
(c) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted
(d) Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed
in the proposed neighbourhood development plan
This Consultation Statement provides an overview of each of the above stages of consultation in
accordance with Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations.
Part 2 of this Consultation Statement summarises the statutory and non-statutory consultation undertaken
with relevant statutory bodies and stakeholders, other than those that could be described as being a part
of our community, in developing the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan.

2.

Summary of Consultation Approach to Statutory Consultees

It was decided to make the earliest contact those bodies and organisations that are defined as a
consultation body under the terms of schedule 1 of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012. With
the help of our consultant and Mid Devon District Counciil we prepared a contact list of all bodies and
organisations that serve or provide services to the parish.
The aims of the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan consultation process were to:
•
‘front-load’ the consultation, so that the Plan could be informed by the views of those with an 		
interest in the parish from the earliest stage
•
to ensure the neighbourhood planning process was informed by the views and intentions of 		
statutory bodies and stakeholders
•
to take fully into account those views and intentions
•
meet the requirements of Regulation 14

3.

Launch and Initial Communication

The intention to prepare a Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan was first publicised by the local
planning authority, Mid Devon DC, following the Town Council’s application to have the parish area
designated as a Neighbourhood Area in April 2014. The Plan and the neighbourhood planning
process was publicly launched in June 2014. In May 2014 correspondence, largely by email, (Appendix A)
was sent to 46 bodies and organisations that were thought likely to have an interest in our intentions and
outcomes (Appendix B) . Apart from informing them of our timetable we invited an early contribution they
wish to contribute anything at this early stage in the process. This might include:
•
•
•

informing us of key strategies, plans and programmes (or elements of them which are of 		
relevance to our parish) of which they think we should be aware
telling us what they think the Neighbourhood Plan should focus on or help to achieve
any other comments they wish to make to inform the development of a neighbourhood 		
plan for Cullompton.
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3.1

Responses Received

A total of 13 responses were received. A schedule of responses can be found in Appendix C.

3.2

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

All responses received were tabulated and reported to the Steering Group.

4.

Evidence Gathering

Information was sought from the following bodies and organisations provided useful feedback and
information that contributed toward our evidence base:
•
•
•
•

Mid Devon District Council
Environment Agency
Devon County Council
Devon Wildlife Trust

Their response was referred to in the Evidence Report1 that we have produced as part of the
neighbourhood planning process and which was made available to the community via the website.
The information received was fully taken account of in analysing the evidence and preparing our draft
aims and objectives. It was also made available to the community via the website.

5.

Vision, Aims and Objectives

Following a workshop held in September 2014, a draft set of ‘aims and objectives’ were produced and
presented to the steering group for approval on 8th October 20149. The steering group decided that there
should be a consultation on these ‘aims and objectives’ to be held in December 2014, which would be
in the form of an exhibition held at the Walronds in Cullompton. Statutory bodies and stakeholders were
each emailed to inform them of the consultation exhibition and invited to attend to contribute their views.
They were also informed that full exhibition (Appendix 14) could be viewed on-line, where it was also
possible to give their views.

5.1

Responses Received

10 responses from statutory stakeholders and consultees were received via email.

5.2

How were the issues and concerns responded to?

All comments and responses received were analysed and cross referenced with the ‘aims and objectives’.
Suggested amendments to the ‘aims and objectives’ were then made and reported to the steering group
on 20th January 2015, where they were approved.

1

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Evidence%20Report%20final%20draft%20mar14.pdf

9

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%20Workshop%20Report%20Final%20Sep14.pdf
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6.

1st Draft Plan - Informal Consultation

The draft Plan went through a number of iterations over an extended period of time. In November
2016, it was decided to share the1st version14 (dated February 2016) with selected number of strategic
stakeholders, (the one’s that were most likely to be affected or have an interest in the policy content of the
Plan) who were lead to a short survey which asked questions specific to the draft policies within the Plan.
Those consulted were:
•
•
•
•

Mid Devon District Council
Cullompton Town Council
Devon Wildlife Trust
Devon County Council

Considered responses were received from:
•
•

Mid Devon District Council
Cullompton Town Council

A full schedule of responses can be found in Appendix 18.
The responses received from strategic stakeholders were then taken into account, along with analysis from
the survey, in the preparation of the regulation 14 Pre-submission version Cullompton Neighbourhood
Plan. Informal meetings were then held with Mid Devon District Council so as to ensure that the NP
conformed with the emerging Local Plan Review.

14

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%204th%20draft%20for%20website%20(1)-1.pdf1
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7.

Sustainability

Mid Devon DC were prime consultees and also assisted consultation and liaison between the Cullompton
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and statutory bodies including the Environment Agency and Natural
England in respect of requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and an Appropriate
Assessment in regard to EU Habitats Regulations.

7.1
Screening Opinions for Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation
Assessment
A screening opinion for Strategic Environmental Assessment was issued by the District Council in
December 2015 and consultation was undertaken with statutory bodies by them. A letter was issued by
the District Council on 17th December 2015, following this consultation, stating that no formal Strategic
Environmental Assessment or would be required for the Plan.
Similarly a screening opinion for an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Regulations was issued by
the Council in December 2015. Following consultation by the District Council a letter was issued on 17th
December 2015 stating that a Habitats Regulation Assessment would not be required for the Plan.

7.2

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Because of uncertainty as to whether the Plan would be allococating a site for a swimming pool, with
associated facilitating housing allocation, it was decided by the steering group that an SEA may be
required.
With the benefit of a technical support grant, the steering group commissioned a Strategic Environmental
Assessment from, specialist consultants, AECOM. Prior to the formal SEA, AECOM produced a draft scoping
report 15and in accordance with the SEA regulations, in March 2017, consulted on the scope of the SEA
with Mid Devon District Council, Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England. Following
consultation an SEA Framework for the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan was established and the first
version of the SEA produced in July 201716. An up-dated version of the SEA was then produced by AECOM
in October 2017.17

8.

Regulation 14 (Pre-submission stage) Consultation

Neighbourhood Plan regulations require that a statutory consultation period of 6 weeks is
undertaken by the responsible body on the final draft plan prior to its submission to the Local Authority in
advance of their statutory Regulation 16 consultation.

8.1

Drafting the Neighbourhood Plan

When drafting the Neighbourhood Plan policies, the steering group were mindful of the comments made
by Mid Devon District Council on the 1st Consultation Version of the Plan to ensure that the emerging
policies were not in conflict with the National Planning Policy Framework, were aligned to the Local
Development Plan and that they were usable in a Development Management context.

8.2

Who else was Consulted?

Regulation 14 is specific about organisations and stakeholders that should be consulted. The legislation
requires that prior to submitting the plan to the local planning authority the qualifying body must:
•
publicise it in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or 		
carry on business in the neighbourhood area
15
16
17

http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP_SEA%20Scoping%20Report_v1.0_080317.pdf
http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%20SEA%20Environmental%20Report_v1.0_120717.pdf
http://www.cullomptonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/Cullompton%20NP%20SEA%20Environmental%20Report_v2.0_101017.pdf
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•

consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests the 		
qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood
development plan; and

•

send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local planning 		
authority.

8.3

How were they Consulted?

The Pre-submission version of Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan was sent by email to all bodies
and organisations on our Statutory consultee list (See Appendix B) thus ensuring we adhered to the
requirements of Schedule 1 of the 2012 Regulations. Explanation of what was required for the consultation
and the date when responses were required by were included (Appendix A). All consultation responses
which received an invalid response message via email were followed up and alternative respondents
were obtained. During the course of the consultation the key consultation stakeholders were contacted
to enquire whether a response would be made. Reminders were sent 2 weeks prior to the end of the
consultation period.

8.4

What did the Consultees say?

A summary of the responses received along with the deliberations of the steering group is set out at
Appendix J . It is notable that most of the comments were positive and constructive.

9.

Conclusions

In preparing the Cullompton Neighbourhood Plan we have made strenuous efforts to establish and
maintain a dialogue with those bodies and organisations covered by Schedule 1 of the Regulations and
those other bodies and organisations we have identified as having an interest in our parish.
The views, comments and suggestions received at each stage of the Neighbourhood Plan have been
fully considered and have helped to guide and shape the form of the Plan so that it not only reflects what
local people wish to see happen for their area but takes account of how we can share future planning and
delivery with outside bodies and organisations so as to realise our aims and objectives.
This Consultation Statement and the supporting appendices are considered to comply with Section 15(2)
of part 5 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.
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Appendix A of Part 2 - Email letter to Statutory Consultees (May 2014)
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Appendix B of Part 2 - List of Statutory Consultees - May 2014
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Appendix C of Part 2 Statutory Consultee initial responses - May 2014
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Appendix D of Part 2 - Aims & Objectives consultation email letter
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Appendix E of Part 2 - Aims & Objectives Consultation responses - Statutory Consultees
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Appendix F of Part 2 - 1st Draft Consultation email letter

91

Appendix G of Part 2 - 1st Draft Consultation responses - Statutory Consultees
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Appendix H of Part 2 Regulation 14 Pre-submission consultation email
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Appendix J of Part 2 - Cullompton Regulation 14 Statutory Consultees Responses
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