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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

When a Neighbourhood Plan proposal is submitted to the local planning 

authority, it needs to be accompanied by a statement, known as the ‘Basic 

Conditions statement’, which explains how: 

 

− the plan meets the legal requirements in terms of its contents and coverage; 

− the plan has had appropriate regard to national policy and is in general 

conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan for the area; and 

− the plan will contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, is 

compatible with EU obligations, and would not be likely to have a significant 

effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in 

the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 2007) 

(either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). 

 

Only a Neighbourhood Plan that meets each of the ‘Basic Conditions’ and other 

legal tests can be put to a referendum and, if successful, forms part of the 

Development Plan and be used as the basis for determining planning 

applications. 

  



 
Prepared by: Deborah McCann and Jo Widdecombe on behalf of 

Crediton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group June 2021 
 

4 

 

There are five Basic Conditions that are relevant to a Neighbourhood Plan. 

These are: 

 

1. The plan must have regard to national policies and guidance issued by the 

Secretary of State; this includes the NPPF, Ministerial Statements and other 

government guidance and legislation 

2. the ‘making’ of the Neighbourhood Plan contributes to the achievement of 

sustainable development 

3. the ‘making’ of the Neighbourhood Plan is in general conformity with the 

strategic policies contained in the Mid Devon Local Plan Strategic Policies and 

its supporting documents 

4. the ‘making’ of the Neighbourhood Plan does not breach, and is otherwise 

compatible with EU obligations 

5. prescribed conditions are met in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan and 

prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the proposal for 

the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

This document shows how Crediton Neighbourhood Plan meets the 

requirements of each legal test. 
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MAP1 - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DESIGNATED AREA 

 

2. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

This statement has been prepared by the Crediton Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group on behalf of Crediton Town Council to accompany it’s 

submission to Mid Devon District Council of the Crediton Neighbourhood Plan 

under section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2019. 

 

Has the draft plan been submitted by a qualifying body? 

Crediton Town Council is the qualifying body. 
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Does the proposed Neighbourhood Plan state the period for which it is to 

have effect? 

The plan makes clear on the front cover that it is intended to cover the period 

from 2018 to 2033 to align with the Mid Devon Local Plan (29 July 2020). 

 

Is what is being proposed in the neighbourhood development plan making 

provision in relation to land or sites in the Neighbourhood Plan Area? 

The Neighbourhood Plan proposal relates to planning matters (the use and 

development of land) and its policies relate to the designated Neighbourhood 

Plan area or parts thereof. 

 

Do any of the policies relate to excluded development? 

The Neighbourhood Plan policies do not deal with county matters (mineral 

extraction and waste development), nationally significant infrastructure or 

development that falls within Annex 1 to Council Directive 85/337/EEC. 

 

Do any of the policies extend beyond the neighbourhood area or cover an 

area where there is a neighbourhood development plan already in place? 

The Neighbourhood Plan policies relate only to Crediton Town (which 

includes the entire Parish and is the designated Neighbourhood Plan Area 

(see page 3 above) and to no other area. The whole Parish of Crediton has 

been formally designated as a ‘Neighbourhood Area’ through an application 

made on 20th February 2014 under the Neighbourhood Planning 

Regulations 2012 (part 2 S6) and approved by Mid Devon District Council 

on the 2nd of July 2014. A copy of the formal notice of designation is included 

at Appendix 1. There are no other neighbourhood development plans in 

place within the neighbourhood area. 
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3. CONSIDERATION OF NATIONAL AND STRATEGIC POLICIES 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan must have regard to national policy and guidance 

from the Secretary of State and be in general conformity with the strategic 

policies of the ‘Development Plan’ that covers the area. 

 

The following conformity assessment summarises how the Neighbourhood Plan 

relates to the relevant national planning guidance and strategic development 

plan policies. 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY AND GUIDANCE 

 

National planning guidance comes primarily from the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) as amended in February 2019, but where appropriate, 

reference is made to the online National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) and 

Ministerial Statements. 

 

THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA  

 

The Mid Devon Local Plan was adopted in July 2020. This sets out the strategic 

vision and planning policies for Mid Devon for the period 2013 – 2033, and 

comprises the main ‘Development Plan’ for the area. 

 

CONFORMITY TESTING 

 
The NPPG makes clear that in considering whether a policy is in general 

conformity, a view should be taken on whether the Neighbourhood Plan policy 

or development proposal supports upholds the general principle that the 

strategic policy is concerned with and the degree, if any, of conflict and the 

rationale and evidence to justify the approach. 
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The NPPG also states that it is important to minimise any conflicts between 

policies in a Neighbourhood Plan and an emerging Local Plan, and that the 

reasoning and evidence informing the Local Plan process may be relevant to 

the consideration of the Basic Conditions against which a Neighbourhood Plan 

is tested. 

 

The following tables considers each Neighbourhood Plan policy in turn, against 

the relevant national and local policies for that particular topic. 
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HOW THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES CONFORM TO THE NPPF 2019 

(AS AMENDED) 

 
 

The table below sets out a summary of how each policy has regard to the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) The paragraphs referred to are considered to be 
the most relevant to the policy and are not intended to be a comprehensive 
list of every possible relevant paragraph. 

 

NP Policy Number and 
Title 

NPPF 
Paragraph(s) 

Comment on 
Conformity 

 

Policy D1 Development 
principles 

Paragraphs 7-10 Incorporates the key principle of the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) of 
achieving sustainable development 
and makes clear the positive role to 
be played by the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  

 

Policy D2 Allocated sites  62,63,69,78, 79  This policy is compatible with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to ensure that 
development reflects local needs 
and is located where it will 
enhance/maintain vitality of the 
community, avoiding open 
countryside. This is achieved by 
allowing for or identifying sites to 
meet the identified housing need. 

 

Policy D3 Affordable Housing 63,64,77-79 This policy is compatible with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives of delivering the identified 
affordable housing needs of the 
parish. 

 

Policy D3 Custom and Self-
Build Housing 

124 -131 This policy supports the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objective to extend access to 
housing of varying types and 
levels of affordability. 
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Policy D4 Design 124-127 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
of requiring good design. The policy 
establishes general design 
principles for all developments in the 
Parish to ensure proposals are well 
designed. 

 

Policy En1 Open spaces 97 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to improve health 
and well being by ensuring 
access to good quality open 
space. 

Policy En2 Trees 
 

170-174,175 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to conserve and 
enhance the landscape and 
natural environment. 

 
Policy En3 Flood plains 

155-164 This is in line with the NPPF 2019 
(as amended) 
objectives to minimise flood risk. 

Policy EN4 Green Infrastructure 
170-174,175 This policy is in conformity with the 

NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to conserve and 
enhance the natural environment. 

Policy En5 Views and Vistas 170-174,175 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to conserve and 
enhance the landscape and 
natural environment. 
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Policy H1 Historic character 

181-188 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
that local plans should include a 
positive strategy for the conservation 
and enjoyment of the historic 
environment. 

Policy H2 Historic landscape 
character 

 
181-188 

This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
that local plans should include a 
positive strategy for the conservation 
and enjoyment of the 
historic environment. 

Policy H3 Development within 
the Crediton Conservation area 

188-191 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
that local plans should include a 
positive strategy for the conservation 
and enjoyment of the 
historic environment. 

Policy H4 Crediton Station 188-191 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
that local plans should include a 
positive strategy for the conservation 
and enjoyment of the 
historic environment. 

Policy H5 Retrofitting energy 
measures 

149 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) objective 
to build community resilience to 
climate change by reducing energy 
usage. 

Policy E1 Mobile phone 
coverage 

112-113 This policy is in conformity with the 
NPPF 2019 (as amended) 
objectives to support high quality 
communications but with condition 
that it does not have a detrimental 
impact on landscape 

Policy E2 Change of use of 
allocated employment land 

83, 84 This policy is line with NPPF 2019 
(as amended) objective to provide 
growth and expansion of 
businesses. 

Policy E3 Re-development and 
expansion of existing town 
centre employment sites 

83,84 This policy is line with NPPF 2019 
(as amended) objective to provide 
growth and expansion of 
businesses. 
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Policy E4 Re-development of 
the Mill Street industrial and 
commercial area 

83,84 This policy is line with NPPF 2019 
(as amended) objective to provide 
growth and expansion of 
businesses. 

Policy CF1 Community Hub 92 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote a strong rural economy and 
facilitate social interaction. 

Policy CF2 Young people’s 
facilities 

91 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote healthy and safe 
communities. 

Policy CF3 Queen Elizabeth 
Academy School 

94 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote healthy and safe 
communities. 

Policy TC1 Town centre 
development 

85 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objective to 
ensure the vitality of town centres 

PolicyTC2 Town Centre Living 85 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objective to 
ensure the vitality of town centres  

Policy TC3 Public realm 85, 124-127 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
ensure the vitality of town centres 
and achieve well designed places. 

Policy TC4 High Street to St 
Saviour’s Way car park access 
route 

85 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
ensure the vitality of town centres 

Policy TC5 Shop fronts 85, 124-127 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
ensure the vitality of town centres 
and promote good design 

Policy T1 Footpaths and cycle 
routes 

91,102 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote healthy and safe 
communities and promote 
sustainable transport. 



 

 
Prepared by: Deborah McCann and Jo Widdecombe on behalf of 

Crediton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group June 2021 

16 

Policy T2 Crediton to Exeter 
Cycle path 

91,102 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote healthy and safe 
communities and promote 
sustainable transport. 

Policy T3 Development on 
principal routes 

 
124-127 

This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
achieve well designed places and 
road safety 

Policy T4 Off street parking 91 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objectives to 
promote healthy and safe 
communities. 

Policy S1 Renewable energy 149-154 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objective to plan 
for climate change. 

Policy S2 Energy diversification 149-154 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objective to plan 
for climate change. 

Policy S3 Community scale 
renewable energy 

149-154 This is in conformity with the NPPF 
2019 (as amended) objective to plan 
for climate change. 

 
 
 

GENERAL CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC POLICIES OF THE MID DEVON 

LOCAL PLAN (ADOPTED 2020) (MDLP)  

 
 

The table below sets out how each policy of the Crediton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is in general conformity with the Mid Devon Local Plan 
adopted July 2020) 

 
 
 

Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies 

Mid Devon Local Plan 
Strategic Policies 

How does the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
demonstrate that it is 
in general conformity 

with the strategic 
policies? 
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Policy D1 Development 
principles 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S2 
Amount and distribution of 
development 
Policy S3 Housing 
Policy S9 Environment 
Policy S12 Crediton 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 
Policy DM3 Transport and 
Air Quality 
Policy DM25  Environment 
Policy DM26 Green 
Infrastructure in Major 
Development 
 

The policy supports 
sustainable development. 
There are no obvious 
conformity issues. 

Policy D2 Allocated sites Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S2 
Amount and distribution of 
development 
S3 Meeting Housing Need 
Policy S4 
Ensuring housing delivery 
Policy S8 Infrastructure 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles  
Policy DM26 Green 
Infrastructure in Major 
Development 
Policy DM28 Other Protected 
Sites 

The policy supports the 
housing allocations in the 
MDLP and focus on re-
enforcing local 
distinctiveness, 
connectivity and 
infrastructure. There are 
no obvious conformity 
issues. 
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Policy D3 Affordable Housing Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S2 
Amount and distribution of 
development 
Policy S3 Meeting Housing 
Need 
Policy S4 
Ensuring housing delivery 

The policy supports the 
provision of affordable housing 
in line with strategic policies S1, 
S2 and S3 of the MDLP 

Policy D3 Custom and Self-
Build Housing 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S2 
Amount and distribution of 
development 
Policy S3 Meeting Housing 
Need  
Policy S4 
Ensuring housing delivery 

The policy supports the MDLP 
provision of different types of 
housing with differing ranges of 
affordability. 

Policy D4 Design Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 
Policy DM25 Environment 
Policy DM26 Green 
Infrastructure in Major Projects 

The are no conformity 
issues and policy 
supports the strategic 
policy objectives set out 
in MDLP to deliver good 
quality design that reflects 
its context. 

Policy En1 Open spaces Policy S1 Sustainable 
Development Priorities 
S5 Public Open Space 
Policy S9 Environment  

Supporting Policy S5 of the 
Local Plan,  Policy En1 
identifies important areas of 
open space. 

Policy En2 Trees Policy S1 
Sustainable 
Developmen
t Priorities 
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 
Sustainable 
Development 
Principles 
Policy DM25 
Environment 
Policy DM26 
Green 
Infrastructure in 
Major Projects 

Policy En2 sets out protection 
for trees in the parish 
supporting Policy S9 of the 
Local Plan. 
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 Policy En3 Flood plains 

Policy S1 
Sustainable 
Developmen
t Priorities 
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 
Sustainable 
Development 
Principles 

Policy En3 encourages the 
provision of measures to 
reduce the risk of flooding, in 
general conformity with the 
Local Plan. 

Policy EN4 Green 
infrastructure 

Policy S1 
Sustainable 
Developmen
t Priorities 
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 
Sustainable 
Development 
Principles 
Policy DM25 
Environment 
Policy DM26 
Green 
Infrastructure in 
Major Projects 

Policy En4 sets out to create 
and protect a network of green 
infrastructure supporting Policy 
S9 of MDLP 

Policy En5 Views and vistas Policy S1 

Sustainable Development 
Priorities 

Policy S9 Environment 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 

 

Policy En5 sets out to ensure 
new development protects the 
important views and vistas 
identified in the plan supporting 
Policy S9 of the Local Plan. 

 
Policy H1 Historic character 

Policy 1 Sustainable 
Development  
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 High Quality Design 
Policy DM25 Development 
Affecting Heritage Assets 

Policy H1 protects the character 
and distinctiveness of 
Crediton’s historic built 
environment, in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

Policy H2 Historic landscape 
character 

Policy 1 
Sustainable 
Development  
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 
High Quality 
Design 
Policy DM25 
Development 

Policy H2 seeks to re-inforce 
and protect the character 
and distinctiveness of 
Crediton historic built 
environment , in general 
conformity with the Local 
Plan. 
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Affecting 
Heritage 
Assets 

Policy H3 Development 
within the Crediton 
Conservation area 

Policy 1 
Sustainable 
Development  
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 
High Quality 
Design 
Policy DM25 
Development 
Affecting 
Heritage 
Assets 

Policy H3 requires high quality 
sustainable design which 
reinforces the character and 
distinctiveness of Crediton’s 
Conservation Area,in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

Policy H4 Crediton Station Policy 1 Sustainable 
Development  
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 High Quality Design 
Policy DM25 Development 
Affecting Heritage Assets 

Policy H4 focuses on 
designated and non designated 
heritage assets important to the 
community supporting  Local 
Plan objectives. 

Policy H5 Retrofitting energy 
measures 

S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S9 
Environment 
Policy DM1 High Quality Design 
Policy DM25 Development 
Affecting Heritage Assets 
 

Policy H5 supports energy 
efficiency in context with 
heritage protection and 
conservation, in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

Policy E1 Mobile phone 
coverage 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S8 Infrastructure 

Policy E1 supports the 
provision of necessary 
infrastructure in a predictable, 
timely and effective fashion 
supporting the Local Plan. 
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Policy E2 Change of use of 
allocated employment land 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S6 Employment   
Policy DM19 Protection of 
Employment Land          

Policy E2 supports positive 
measures of retention, 
enhancement and regeneration 
of employment land in general 
conformity with the Local  Plan. 

Policy E3 Re-development 
and expansion of existing 
town centre employment 
sites 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S6 Employment 
Policy S7 
Town Centres 

Policy S12 Crediton 

Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 

Policy  

Policy DM3 Transport and Air 
Quality 

Policy DM14 Town Centre 
Development 

Policy E3 positive 
measures of 
enhancement and 
regeneration in relation 
to town centre 
employment sites in 
general conformity with 
the Local Plan. 

Policy E4 Re-development 
of the Mill Street industrial 
and commercial area 

S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
S6 Employment 

S12 Crediton 

Policy E4 promotes 
regeneration, in general 
conformity with the Local 
Plan. 

Policy CF1 Community Hub Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S12 Crediton 
Policy DM23 Community 
Facilities 

The improvement of facilities is 
considered to be in general 
conformity with the approach 
taken in the Local Plan.  

 

 

Policy CF2 Young people’s 

facilities 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S5 Public open space 
Policy S12 Crediton 
Policy DM23 Community 
Facilities 

The improvements in terms of 
young people’s facilities are 
considered to be in general 
conformity with the approach 
taken in the Local Plan.  
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Policy CF3 Queen Elizabeth 
Academy School 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S12 Crediton 

The proposed improvements in 
terms of the school)is 
considered to be in general 
conformity with the approach 
taken in the Local Plan.  

Policy TC1 Town centre 
development 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 

Policy S7 Town Centres  

Policy S9 Environment 

S12 Crediton 

DM1 Sustainable Development 
Principles 

DM14 Retail, Business and 
Tourism 

Recognises the importance 
of promoting key town centre 
uses which are well 
designed and contribute to 
vitality and viability, 
complementing the 
approach taken by the Local 
Plan. 

PolicyTC2 Town Centre 

Living 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S7 Town Centres 

Policy S12 Crediton 

Policy DM14 Retail, Business 
and Tourism 

Policy TC2 supports the 
provision of different types of 
housing to meet housing need 
and promote the vitality and 
viability of the town centre, no 
conformity issues. 

Policy TC3 Public realm Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S7 Town Centres 

Policy S12 Crediton 

Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 

Policy DM14 Retail, Business 
and Tourism 
 
  

Policy TC3 promotes quality 
design principles to enhance 
the vitality and viability of the 
area and increase good 
health and wellbeing, in 
general  conformity with the 
Local Plan. 

Policy TC4 High Street to 
St Saviour’s Way car park 
access route 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S7 Town Centres 

Policy S12 Crediton 

Policy DM14 Retail, Business 
and Tourism 

Policy DM19 Protection of 
employment 

Policy TC4 supports public 
realm improvements and the 
policy approach of the Local 
Plan. 
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Policy TC5 Shop fronts Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S7 town Centres 
Policy S9 Environment 
Policy DM16 Fronts of Shops 
and Business Premises 

Policy TC5 promotes good 
quality design to enhance the 
vitality and viability of the town 
centre, in general conformity 
with the Local Plan. 

Policy T1 Footpaths and 
cycle routes 

Policy S1 Sustainable 
development priorities 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 
Policy DM3 Transport 
and Air Quality 
 

Policy T1 promotes 
healthy communities and 
sustainable transport in  
general conformity with the 
Local Plan. 

Policy T2 Crediton to Exeter 
Cycle path 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy DM3 Transport and 
Air Quality 
Policy DM22 Tourism and 
Leisure Development 
 

Policy T2 supports the 
provision of pedestrian 
and cycle routes to 
promote healthy 
communities and the 
Local Plan policy 
objectives. 

Policy T3 Development on 
principal routes 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy DM3 Transport and 
Air Quality 

Policy T3 seeks to promote 
highway safety, in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

Policy T4 Off street parking Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy DM5 Parking 

Policy T4 seeks to promote 
highway safety by providing the 
appropriate level of parking, 
supporting the Local Plan 
policies and objectives. 
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Policy S1 Renewable energy Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S9 Environment 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 
Policy DM2 Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy 

Policy S1 supports low carbon 
and renewable energy to 
promote reductions in climate 
change, in general conformity 
with the Local Plan. 

Policy S2 Energy 
diversification 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 
Policy S9 Environment 
Policy DM1 Sustainable 
Development Principles 
Policy DM2 Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy 

Policy S2 supports sustainable 
development, in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

Policy S3 Community scale 
renewable energy 

Policy S1 
Sustainable Development 
Priorities 

Policy S3 supports low carbon 
and renewable energy to 
promote reductions in climate 
change, in conformity with the 
Local Plan. 

 

 

4. EU AND SUSTAINABILITY OBLIGATIONS 

 

The ‘making ’of the Neighbourhood Plan must not breach or conflict, and must 

be compatible, with EU obligations, must not have a significant effect on a 

European site, and must contribute to the achievement of sustainable 

development. It must not breach human rights, within the meaning of the 

Human Rights Act 1998. 
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EU OBLIGATIONS 

 

A screening process was carried out by Mid Devon District Council during 

2019 to determine whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in 

accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004; and 

/ or a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance with Article 6(3) 

of the EU Habitats Directive and with Regulation 61 of the Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). Through consultation 

with the statutory environmental agencies, Mid Devon District Council advised 

that the Crediton Neighbourhood Development Plan does not require a full 

SEA or HRA.  The Screening Report prepared by Mid Devon District Council 

is attached as Appendix 3. 

- 

 

 

 CONTRIBUTES TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

 

 

The NPPF states that sustainable development has three objectives- 

•      an economic objective, contributing to a strong, responsive, 

competitive economy; 

•      a social objective, supporting vibrant and healthy communities; and 

•     an environmental objective protecting and enhancing our natural, 

built and historic environment. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been developed within the context of the 

definition of sustainable development in the NPPF and that in the Mid Devon 

Local Plan. The table below sets out how we feel that our Neighbourhood 

Plan has dealt with the achievement of sustainable development against the 

key relevant parts of the NPPF and Mid Devon Local Plan. 

 

msonjak
Highlight



 

 
Prepared by: Deborah McCann and Jo Widdecombe on behalf of 

Crediton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group June 2021 

26 

National Planning Policy Framework 
Paragraph 

How our Plan contributes towards 
this 

Achieving sustainable development means that 
the planning system has three overarching 
objectives, which are interdependent and need 
to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so 
that opportunities can be taken to secure net 
gains across each of the different objectives): 
a) an economic objective – to help build a 
strong, responsive and competitive economy, by 
ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is 
available in the right places and at the right time 
to support growth, innovation and improved 
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating 
the provision of infrastructure; 
b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant 
and healthy communities, by ensuring that a 
sufficient number and range of homes can be 
provided to meet the needs of present and future 
generations; and by fostering a well-designed 
and safe built environment, with accessible 
services and open spaces that reflect current 
and future needs and support communities’ 
health, social and cultural well-being; and 
c) an environmental objective – to contribute to 
protecting and enhancing our natural, built and 
historic environment; including making effective 
use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, 
using natural resources prudently, minimising 
waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting 
to climate change, including moving to a low 
carbon economy. 

The Crediton Neighbourhood Plan has 
embraced all three objectives to sustainable 
development. The following policies of our Plan 
address the economic dimension of sustainable 
development to complement the Local Plan’s 
policies: 
TC1-TC5 
E1-E4 
 
The following policies of our Plan address the 
social dimension of sustainable development: 
CF1-CF3 
 
The following policies of our Plan address the 
environmental dimension of sustainable 
development: 
H1-H5 
EN1- EN5 
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Plans and decisions should apply a presumption 
in favour of sustainable development. 
For plan-making this means that: 
a) plans should positively seek opportunities to 
meet the development needs of their area, and 
be sufficiently flexible to adapt to rapid change; 
b) strategic policies should, as a minimum, 
provide for objectively assessed needs for 
housing and other uses, as well as any needs 
that cannot be met within neighbouring areas, 
unless: 
i. the application of policies in this Framework 
that protect areas or assets of particular 
importance provides a strong reason for 
restricting the overall scale, type or distribution of 
development in the plan area; or 
ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would 
significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 
benefits, when assessed against the policies in 
this Framework taken as a whole. 

The Crediton Neighbourhood Plan endeavours 
to facilitate the sustainable development needed 
in a manner that minimises its negative impact 
on the environment. The Plan has set its own 
‘sustainable development’ aims and objectives; 
and includes policies D1-D4 and E1-E4 that 
relate to those aspects of sustainability that we 
consider needs addressing, for the sake of local 
interpretation and delivery, within the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Plans should: 
a) be prepared with the objective of contributing 
to the achievement of sustainable development; 
b) be prepared positively, in a way that is 
aspirational but deliverable; 
c) be shaped by early, proportionate and 
effective engagement between plan-makers and 
communities, local organisations, businesses, 
infrastructure providers and operators and 
statutory consultees; 
d) contain policies that are clearly written and 
unambiguous, so it is evident how a decision 
maker should react to development proposals; 
e) be accessible through the use of digital tools 
to assist public involvement and policy 
presentation; and f) serve a clear purpose, 
avoiding unnecessary duplication of policies that 
apply to a particular area (including policies in 
this Framework, where relevant). 

We have developed the Neighbourhood Plan 
taking into account the strategic policies of the 
Mid Devon Local Plan to ensure that our Plan 
conforms to the overall development strategy for 
Mid Devon and contributes positively to the 
sustainable development agenda for the area. 
The plan-making process involved extensive 
consultation with the community and other local 
stakeholders. The local planning authority and 
statutory consultees were kept informed and 
consulted at key stages. The views of all our 
consultees were taken into account (see 
Consultation Statement). 
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Neighbourhood planning gives communities the 
power to develop a shared vision for their area. 
Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and help 
to deliver sustainable development, by 
influencing local planning decisions as part of 
the statutory development plan. 

The neighbourhood planning process has 
brought the community closer together and 
enabled a positive dialogue to take place about 
what development is required and how it can be 
best accommodated and facilitated. Part of the 
process has been to agree what is important to 
us and how this can be protected and enhanced 
by development so as to realise our vision for 
the future. 

Transport issues should be considered from the 
earliest stages of plan-making and development 
proposals, so that: 
a) the potential impacts of development on 
transport networks can be addressed; 
b) opportunities from existing or proposed 
transport infrastructure, and changing transport 
technology and usage, are realised – for 
example in relation to the scale, location or 
density of development that can be 
accommodated; 
c) opportunities to promote walking, cycling and 
public transport use are identified and pursued; 
d) the environmental impacts of traffic and 
transport infrastructure can be identified, 
assessed and taken into account – including 
appropriate opportunities for avoiding and 
mitigating any adverse effects, and for net 
environmental gains; and 
e) patterns of movement, streets, parking and 
other transport considerations are integral to the 
design of schemes and contribute to making 
high quality places. 
(Paragraph 102 

The following policies in our Plan are relevant to 
encouraging the greater use of sustainable 
transport modes as outlined in this NPPF 
paragraph: 
T1-T4 

Significant development should be focused on 
locations which are or can be made sustainable, 
through limiting the need to travel and offering a 
genuine choice of transport modes 
(Paragraph 103) 

The following policies in our Plan are relevant to 
reducing the need to travel afar and encouraging 
the greater use of sustainable transport modes 
as outlined in this NPPF paragraph: 
T1-T4 
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Advanced, high quality and reliable 
communications infrastructure is essential for 
economic growth and social well-being. Planning 
policies and decisions should support the 
expansion of electronic communications 
networks, including next generation mobile 
technology (such as 5G) and full fibre broadband 
connections. 
sustainable employment generating uses 
COR7 Previously Developed Land 
Development will be guided towards the most 
sustainable locations available 
COR11 Flooding 
(Paragraph 112) 

Policy E1 supports a super-fast communications 
strategy 

The creation of high-quality buildings and places 
is fundamental to what the planning and 
development process should achieve. Good 
design is a key aspect of sustainable 
development, creates better places in which to 
live and work and helps make development 
acceptable to communities. Being clear about 
design expectations, and how these will be 
tested, is essential for achieving this. So too is 
effective engagement between applicants, 
communities, local planning authorities and other 
interests throughout the process. 
(Paragraph 124) 

Policies D1, H1-H5 and 
EN1- EN5 place emphasis on appropriately 
designed development that enhances the built 
environment of Crediton 
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To deliver the social, recreational and cultural 
facilities and services the community needs, 
planning policies and decisions should: 
• plan positively for the provision and use of 
shared space, community facilities (such as local 
shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural 
buildings, public houses and places of worship) 
and other local services to enhance the 
sustainability of communities and residential 
environments; 
• guard against the unnecessary loss of valued 
facilities and services, particularly where this 
would reduce the community’s ability to meet its 
day-to- day needs; 
• ensure that established shops, facilities and 
services are able to develop and modernise in a 
way that is sustainable, and retained for the 
benefit of the community; and 
• ensure an integrated approach to considering 
the location of housing, economic uses and 
community facilities and services. 
(Paragraph 92) 

The Neighbourhood Plan aims to ensure that we 
maintain a range of local recreation facilities that 
are flexible enough to accommodate a range of 
community activities and help ensure our 
community remains sustainable. This includes: 
Policies CF1 -CF3. 

take account of.... 
b) the positive contribution that conservation of 
heritage assets can make to sustainable 
communities including their economic vitality 
(Paragraph 192) 

The following policies in our Plan are relevant to 
meeting the delivery of sustainable development 
as outlined in this NPPF paragraph that identifies 
the positive contribution that the safeguarding of 
heritage assets can have: H1-H5 

 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

No issues have been raised in relation to the possible contravention of Human 

Rights in the preceding consultations, and given the conclusions on the plan’s 

general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and regard to 

NPPF, it is reasonable to conclude that the making of the plan should not 

breach human rights. 
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The Crediton Neighbourhood Plan has regard to the fundamental rights and 

freedoms guaranteed under the European Convention on Human Rights and 

comply with the Human Rights Act 1998. 

 

The principal parts of the European Convention on Human Rights that can be 

relevant to Neighbourhood Plans are: Article 8 (privacy); Article 14 

(discrimination); and Article 1 of the first Protocol (property). In preparing the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan, Crediton Town Council, through its Steering 

Group, has acted in an open way, but always respecting the privacy of those 

participating. The interests of all sectors of the community have been taken 

into account, especially in ensuring that the Plan would take account of the 

needs and aspirations of the more vulnerable members of our community 

including the elderly and disabled, and younger people – thus ensuring no 

unfair discrimination. 

 

The consultation process included all locally resident people in these groups 

as well as some organisations outside the plan area but with responsibilities 

or interests extending over some or all of the area of the draft Plan. The Town 

Council also believes that its policies will not affect property rights beyond the 

legitimate role of the town and country planning system in operation where 

policies are properly explained and justified. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

 
The Crediton Neighbourhood Development Plan has regard to National Planning 

Policy and is in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Mid Devon 

Local Plan. This Plan is compatible with EU obligations and promotes 

sustainable development. 

 

It is considered that the Basic Conditions as set out in Schedule 4B to the Parish 

and County Planning Act 1990 (as amended) have been met. The Plan complies 
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with Paragraph 8(1)(a) of Schedule 4B to the Act and should proceed to 

Referendum.
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APPENDIX 1 

NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA APPLICATION 

 



 

 
Prepared by: Deborah McCann and Jo Widdecombe on behalf of 

Crediton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group June 2021 

34 

 

APPENDIX 2 

NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA DESIGNATION – APPROVAL 
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APPENDIX 3 

SEA SCREENING 
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