Local shops and
services

The provision of local shops, community facilities and other
services plays a vital role in maintaining rural prosperity.
Larger villages often have local services, whereas smaller
villages and more rural areas rely on access to larger
settlements or work in conjunction with each other as

a cluster. However, changing shopping and cultural

habits, and lack of opportunities for the growth of village
communities, can impact on the viability and vitality of
villages.

Policy DM23 in the current Local Plan helps prevent the

loss of community facilities such as shops, cultural and
recreational facilities and other important local services. Plan
Mid Devon provides an opportunity to retain this policy and
could also identify land within, or adjoining, villages that
would be suitable for new community facilities.

Small scale
housing potential
at villages to help
sustainability

The sustainability of rural areas can be supported by
identifying opportunities for villages to grow and thrive. It
can include some small scale housing provision, through
allocations, or on rural exceptions sites, and through
schemes led by Community Land Trusts. This can help meet
local housing need and can also support local shops and
services, and could facilitate other improvements such as the
introduction of public charging points for electric vehicles,
and investment in footpaths and cycle routes.

The current Local Plan designates 22 rural settlements across
Mid Devon as ‘villages suitable for limited development’,
based on these having a school, local shop and public
transport. Plan Mid Devon provides an opportunity to
reconsider the level of services needed for a rural settlement
to be suitable for development to meet local needs, as new
technologies through improved broadband connections
have meant that many people are now able to work from
home and also make use of home deliveries for shopping.
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