
Post Hill: A sustainable development for the future of Tiverton 
Thank you for joining us to find out more about Mid Devon District Council’s proposals for a high 
quality, sustainable development of affordable homes at Post Hill, Tiverton. We are keen to hear 
your views to help shape this new community and ensure it meets local needs. 

Our vision 
Our vision is to meet the housing needs and aspirations of local people by providing a greater choice 
of high-quality new and affordable homes across Mid Devon. Providing sustainable and affordable 
housing at Post Hill, Tiverton, is central to delivering that vision. 
Our plans will help support both the housing needs and wellbeing of local people, and we are 
committed to doing this in a sustainable way, in order to address the challenges posed by climate 
change and rising energy costs. 

Your feedback 
We welcome your input on this development. Please speak with members of the project team, ask 
us questions, and leave your feedback. 

A sustainable future for housing in Mid Devon 
Our vision is to develop a sustainable and sensitively designed development against a recognised 
standard: Passivhaus. Homes at Post Hill will therefore have low carbon emissions and affordable 
running costs. 

Mid Devon District Council seeks your views on a proposed development of 70 sustainable and 
affordable homes in Tiverton. We are progressing plans for high quality homes at Post Hill which 
local people can afford, as part of an exemplary development that meets the highest green 
standards. These homes will be owned and run by Mid Devon District Council’s social housing 
service, Mid Devon Housing. 

If our plans are approved, the scheme would feature a combination of 1, 2, 3 and 4-bedroom houses 
and flats.  

The current plans include: 

• Sixty-two homes at affordable rent including 12 x 1-bedroom houses, 22 x 2-bedroom
houses, 20 x 3-bedroom houses and 8 x 4-bedroom houses

• Eight 1-bedroom flats at social rent
• Pedestrian and cyclist centric design with bike sheds and connecting walking routes to the

town centre
• Sustainability at the core of the development: this includes affordable initial purchase costs

and low carbon and affordable running costs for residents
• Large front and rear gardens
• Sustainable heating solutions including heat source pumps.



 
What is Passivhaus? 
Passivhaus homes are net-zero-ready buildings using little energy for heating and cooling. 
 
 
 

About Mid Devon District Council 
Mid Devon District Council has an important housing role to play in places like Tiverton – as a 
landlord, planning authority and provider of homes. These homes will be owned and run by Mid 
Devon District Council’s social housing service, Mid Devon Housing. 
 
Tackling a national housing shortage 
Land beside the Barratt/David Wilson Homes at Braid Park (Post Hill), provides an opportunity to 
create a community of affordable, high-quality homes addressing a national housing shortage. 
This development also provides an opportunity to address a particular shortage of affordable homes 
in the area. Mid Devon’s Local Plan aims to provide 393 homes a year until 2033, playing an  
important role in meeting Tiverton’s housing needs. 
 
About the Mid Devon Housing Strategy 
Mid Devon District Council’s current Housing Strategy covers the needs of the local area between 
2021-2025. It promotes an increased delivery of quality designed, well built homes across the 
housing market to meet identified needs. The strategy ensures new homes are fit for purpose, 
healthy, sustainable, and adaptable. Homes are optimised for high energy efficiency and low 
carbon impact. 
 
What is social housing? 
Social housing is the term given to accommodation which is provided at affordable rates, on a secure 
basis to people on low incomes or with particular needs. 
 
What is affordable housing?  
Affordable housing is housing that is designed to be easily accessible by everyone no matter their 
age or pay. A three bed rent for an affordable home is £7,600 year or £630 per month. A December 
2021 Statistica national survey quoted figures for the southwest on an average of £983 for a market 
rent property of a similar size. 
 
 
 

A sustainable future for Post Hill 
The proposed development at Post Hill has sustainability at its heart. This principle flows through the 
landscape design, green initiatives for future residents and the focus on low carbon and reduced 
running costs. 
 
Encouraging wildlife 



Our approach also includes how wildlife are protected and encouraged on the site. Our design will 
create rain gardens to ensure water run-off is best used. Wildflower areas will be added to edges of 
the development as a ‘green corridor’ for wildlife. Trees will be planted around the development to 
soften the backdrop of housing. 
 
Green initiatives for residents  
Developed pedestrian and cycle links within the site and to the local area will create low carbon 
transport options for residents. A single cul-de-sac style access for vehicles on separate roads will 
reduce infrastructure dependence, using links created by nearby developments. 
 
About Passivhaus 
We are in a climate emergency. Buildings are a significant culprit of carbon emissions – accountable 
for 35% of total global energy consumption. Passivhaus homes are net-zero-ready buildings using 
very little energy for heating and cooling. Homes at Post Hill will therefore have low carbon 
emissions and affordable running costs. 
 
Key points: 

• Passivhaus typically uses 90% less energy for heating compared to a conventional building 
• High-quality construction and triple glazed windows 
• Sound proofing through high-quality insulation ensures fewer noise issues for residents 
• There are 65,000 certified Passivhaus buildings around the globe supported by 25 years’ 

worth of research 
 
 
 

A thriving landscape 
Alongside sensitive design, the development offers sustainable landscaping to promote  
healthy living and biodiversity. Our sensitive landscape design features a variety of measures 
to support this: 
  
Areas of play 
Informal play areas will be created with timber stepping logs for climbing, and grass mounds, 
wooden stumps, and boulders to add variety to the surrounding landscape.  
 
Biodiversity  
Encouraging wildlife on the development will ensure the desire for sustainability is maintained. 
Wildflower spaces will promote green corridors around the development, and plans include 
hedgehog homes to be incorporated amongst native planting. Avenues of trees will be planted to 
enclose front garden plots.  
 
Connection to the local area 
Green pedestrian pathways between streets of the development and a pedestrian and cycling route 
to connect the development to the town will ensure sustainable options are available to local 
residents. 



 
Key features: 

• Wetland spaces and rain gardens 
• Walking and cycling routes between streets and connecting to the wider town centre 
• Views to the wider landscape of Devon 

 
 
 

Future proofed: design at Post Hill 
High quality housing which reduces maintenance costs may sound ambitious. Passivhaus homes at 
Post Hill will achieve just that. A Passivhaus development is a whole house approach with clear 
measured targets focusing on high-quality construction, healthy indoor environments, and low fuel 
bills. 
 
Whole house approach  
Passivhaus incorporates several interconnected factors that must be considered together to achieve 
the highest sustainability standards. We do this through accurate built-to-measure structures that 
encourage air tightness, installing controlled ventilation and using energy efficiency through 
air tightness, triple glazing and heat source pumps to minimise energy bills. 
 
High quality fabric and windows 
Quality is inherent in Passivhaus buildings. A fabric-first approach maximises performance of the 
building materials. When put together with meticulous detail, it leads to a durable and resilient 
building that requires less maintenance. 
 
 
 

What happens next? 
If plans for Post Hill are approved, we expect that the homes will be built over a period of around 
three years. Here are our next steps for the development: 
 
April 2022 

• Consultation and engagement with local community, review of feedback to shape the 
development further 

 
Spring 2022 

• Planning application submitted 
 
Late Summer/Early Autumn 2022 

• Determination of the planning application 
 
Spring 2023 

• Commencement of build 
 



Spring 2024 
• First residents move in 

 
 
 

How to get involved 
Thank you for attending We’re grateful to all those who have joined the discussion. We invite you to 
leave your feedback to help us shape this development further. Your feedback helps shape proposals 
further, please fill in our feedback form.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/woSoZGEMgQKzNi1g8

