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HI! CULLOMPTON 
HERITAGE ACTION ZONE 
Higher Bullring History 
The Higher Bullring is a historic market area of Cullompton that has 
served the town in many ways over the years, as a market space, 
a community gathering space, and as a space to pay respect. 

Historical photograph of livestock on market day 
(Credit: Cullompton Town Council archives) 

A gathering space for the town 
In addition to the market, the Higher Bullring has historically 
been used as a gathering and celebratory space in the town. 

The image to the right shows an event in progress in 
June 1922. 

The War Memorial 
The War Memorial was built in 1920. Historically the War 
Memorial has much more space around it to gather for 
events such as Armistice Day. It was Grade II listed in 2004 
by Historic England. 

War Memorial, with Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII) passing. 
(Credit: Cullompton Town Council archives) 

Market Day at Higher Bull Ring. (Credit: Cullompton Town Council archives) 

A market space for the town 
The market place dates back to late medieval times with the Market Charter originally granted in 1257. 
Cattle and sheep continued to be sold in the Higher Bullring on the ÿrst Wednesday of each month 
until 1917, when the market was moved out of town. The last cattle market took place in the 
Higher Bullring in 1918. 

The weekly market resumed in 2012 and continues to this day, operating on Wednesdays between 
9am and 2pm. In addition, the twice-monthly Farmers Market was established in 1998, running on 
the second, fourth and ÿfth Saturday of each month between 9.30am and 12.30pm. 

Black and white photo of Higher Bullring June 22 1911, with King George V coronation party in progress 
(Credit: Cullompton Town Council archives) 

The project has taken 
inspiration from the Bullring’s 

rich history. 

These images show that the public 
realm used to be much larger 

before motor vehicles became 
commonplace. 

A key aim of the project is 
to enhance the heritage 

setting of the town centre. 

High Street 
Histories 
Creative Cullompton would love to hear from you 
if you have stories, old photographs or documents 
relating to buildings, businesses, people or events 
on the Higher Bullring or Fore Street. 

The team are gathering histories of the town as part 
of the High Street Histories project. 

Please email: admin@creativecullompton.org 
or visit www.creativecullompton.co.uk 

Find out more and respond to the consultation here: 
Website: www.middevon.gov.uk/CullomptonHSHAZ 
Survey: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HSHAZHigherBullring 
Email: cullomptonhaz@middevon.gov.uk 

Black and white photo of the war memorial surrounded by a large crowd of 
people and a brass band (Credit: Cullompton Town Council archives) 
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