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Introduction

Mid Devon District Council has been allocated additional funding from the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) to support project delivery between June 2025 and March
2026. Devon County Council is the Accountable Body on behalf of the Combined County
Authority.

What is the UK Shared Prosperity Fund?

The UK government has set out an ambitious plan for change, focused on 5 national
Missions: ambitious, measurable, long-term objectives that provide a driving sense of
purpose for the country.

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) proactively supports Mission-delivery: pushing
power out to communities everywhere, with a specific focus to help kick-start economic
growth and promoting opportunities in all parts of the UK.

GRANT SCHEME
Community Commercial Hubs

A Capital grant scheme to support the creation of or
improvements to community delivered commercial
space* located in Mid Devon’s towns and villages.
This could include but are not limited to — the
creation or improvement of community retail spaces,
pubs, cafes and workspace i.e. hot desk facilities,
work hubs and industrial space. These can be

‘standalone’ spaces or incorporated into multi use
centres such as town, village and community halls.

SOCIAL ECONOMY

Objective

1. Create or improve commercial space to support local and community businesses

We welcome a range of applications, particularly from organisations we haven’t
supported through our previous Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF) grant schemes.
This could be a Town or Parish Council, Charity, Community Interest Company, or



other Social Enterprise. We would like to see applications from across our
District.

PROJECTS MUST
To be considered for a grant, projects must meet the following conditions:

o Be deliverable and expenditure accrued by 31 December 2025

o Make an Impact - Impact will be determined based on the extent to which the applicant
demonstrates a need and a feasible and deliverable project with any identified outputs
and outcomes that can be achieved by 31 March 2026

Investments should demonstrate value for money and additionality (create in addition

to or enhance what was previously available - new, increased and/or extended offer/
services)) and comply with the UKSPF rules on procurement.

The funding cannot be used towards the following:

VAT that is recoverable from HMRC;

Payments for works or activities that the project deliverer has a statutory duty to
undertake or that are fully funded by other sources;

Projects that have already commenced or completed (applicants should not start
any work before receiving a grant offer);

Second-hand items;

Repeat funding for the same project (double funding) i.e. a project and costs that
have already been funded from other sources or an application that you have
already applied for funding from elsewhere;

Payments that breach or are contrary to the funding agreement or UK legislation;
Payments for promotion or activities of a political or exclusively religious nature;

Any business that has already received subsidy support (grant funding / support)
totalling £315,000 (subject to exchange rates) from public funds over any period of
3 years over a rolling three-year period at the time of application (Minimal Financial
Assistance);

Ongoing financial support once the project has ended;

Anything identified as ineligible within the Shared Prosperity Fund
Prospectus https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-
prosperity-fund-prospectus



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-procurement-8
https://www.scottish-enterprise.com/support-for-businesses/funding-and-grants/business-grants-and-funding-calls/minimal-financial-assistance-guidance
https://www.scottish-enterprise.com/support-for-businesses/funding-and-grants/business-grants-and-funding-calls/minimal-financial-assistance-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus

« Projects that have a negative impact on the environment or on equality and
diversity;

« Grants must be for business or community purposes. You cannot use grants to
fund domestic property improvements or to buy private vehicles.

Who can apply?
To be considered for a grant, organisations must:

e Primarily operate and trade (generate an income) in Mid Devon
e Have legal status i.e.:
> Be aregistered business or social enterprise with HMRC or Companies
House; or
> Be aregistered charity or voluntary organisation with the Charity
Commission; or
> Be an arms-length body of government, public sector organisation, local
authority or higher and further education institution.
o Be prepared to cooperate with any due-diligence checks and to comply with the
terms and conditions of the grant.
e Have a UK-based bank account in the name of the organisation or business
and not have unmanageable debt.

For grants relating to properties (i.e. building works), applicants must also:
e Own the property or have a secure lease on the property (or the evidenced clear
prospect thereof).

e Given the short time frame for expenditure and delivery, priority will be given to
projects that are ‘fast to deliver and ready to go'. If permissions are needed e.g.
planning permission (for works and/or change of use) - this should be
obtained before making an application.

Applications from faith groups are eligible as long as the project/activity meets an
identified need in and it concentrates on what the project delivers (such as what a
religious building may be used for). The Fund cannot finance religious activities. For
applications from faith groups, we follow the same principles as those applied to the Big
Lottery Fund; please see https://bigblogscotland.org.uk/2022/03/23/funding-for-faith-
based-organisations-a-quick-quide-2/ for more detailed information.

Businesses/organisations that are insolvent, in administration or without legal
status are not eligible for Funding.


https://bigblogscotland.org.uk/2022/03/23/funding-for-faith-based-organisations-a-quick-guide-2/
https://bigblogscotland.org.uk/2022/03/23/funding-for-faith-based-organisations-a-quick-guide-2/

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?
We are looking for projects that deliver against the following:

« Support local and community businesses through the creation of or improvement
to community commercial spaces

« Projects that are deliverable and all project expenditure accrued by 31 December
2025

Community Commercial Hubs - Outputs and Outcomes
Outputs
o Creates or improves* community commercial space** (measured in m2)

Outcomes

e Increases users of facilities/amenities

*Improvements means adding, renovating or repairing facilities with the aim of creating
better commercial space. It does not include maintenance of existing facilities.

** Commercial space includes, but is not limited to: community: retail, hospitality, office
and industrial space (the space being used to generate an income).

Consideration will also be given to potential displacement effects e.g. the diversion of
economic activity from another business/ service locally.

We will prioritise funding to projects that deliver the greatest impact including economic,
environmental and social benefits.

FUNDING BREAKDOWN
This is a grant scheme for Capital expenditure only.

Definition of capital expenditure/ items: expenditure on lasting assets (normally more than
one year) such as a building/works or equipment.

HOW?

Projects to be grant funded will be selected by a two-stage process, involving an initial
Expression of Interest, to ensure projects meet the basic criteria for the scheme,
followed by an invitation to submit a full application/supporting information that will be
assessed and scored against any competing applications. Projects that can
demonstrate need, deliverability and impact will be scored more highly.



Stage 1 — EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
To complete and submit an expression of interest in the grant scheme please go to
letstalk.middevon.gov.uk/shared-prosperity-fund-2025-eoi

TIMETABLE

The Deadline for the submission of Expressions of Interest is:
midday Monday 28t July

Stage 2 - FULL APPLICATION
Shortlisted expressions of interest will be invited to the next stage (2) and asked
to submit a full application/supporting information.

Applicants will be required to provide supporting paperwork and payment information,
this may include:

e Arecent bank statement (within 3 months) to verify the payment information and
trading activity (the bank statement must show the business name, sort code and
bank account number).

e Arecent utility bill (within 3 months) to verify trading address.

e Breakdown of project costs.

o A copy of your most recent tax return / company accounts showing a breakdown
for the previous two financial/trading years. This should include information on
your business turnover in the last financial year and estimated turnover for this
financial year.

e Recent comparable quotes/prices (within the last 3 months) for the capital works
and/or purchases of equipment/technology to be funded in line with the UKSPF
requirements.

e Schedule of works to verify deliverability.

e Copies of any required permissions/consents as applicable (that must be in place
before making an application).

o Completed subsidy declaration form (Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA)).

Please note: we may request additional evidence if required.
Without the supporting documents, your application will not be considered.

Once we have received your completed application, it will be reviewed and considered
for funding by a Funding Panel.


file://///mddcsan/Shared/GED/Funding%20Opportunities/Shared%20Prosperity%20Fund/DELIVERY/SPF%20YEAR%204/Grant%20Schemes/letstalk.middevon.gov.uk/shared-prosperity-fund-2025-eoi

SCORING OF APPLICATIONS (Scoring Guidance)
As this is a limited funding pot, we may not be able to support all eligible projects with the
funds available. All applications will be scored on the criteria below:

Eligibility

Any application (project or applicant) that fails to meet the eligibility criteria at any stage
of the application process (e.g. stops trading) will automatically be disqualified from this
scheme. Applications that have not provided the required supporting information will not
be considered.

Mid Devon District Council reserves the right to offer either a reduced or zero grant
award where projects have alternative funding sources available.

Need and Deliverability

There is a clear business case and rationale for the project in terms of addressing a
market failure or need and the project is unlikely to happen in the same way, to the same
timescale or extent without funding support.

Applications should have clear realistic objectives and a plan of action outlining how the
objectives will be met and how the project will be delivered within the funding period.
Applicants must demonstrate viability and likely success of projects.

Match Funding
Match funding (the balance of the total project costs payable not including grant funds)
must be in place before grant funding can be given.

The grant scheme offers an intervention rate of up to 80% for business organisations
and up to 100% for community organisations but it may help your application if you can
demonstrate that other cash contributions/match funding have been secured.

Value for money and additionality
The project delivers value for money and additionality (create in addition to or enhance
what was previously available - new, increased and/or extended offer/ services))

Impact

o Impact will be determined based on the extent to which the applicant demonstrates a
feasible and deliverable project and any identified outputs and outcomes to be
achieved by 31 March 2026



FUNDING AVAILBLE
Minimum of £5,000 up to a maximum available for the grant theme as follows:

Theme Total Fund available (maximum grant)
Community Commercial Hubs - £22,277

creating or improving community
commercial spaces

FUNDING DECISIONS
Projects will be classified as:

o Successful (full): the project is one we would like to fund. We will send you a
Grant Funding Agreement;

¢ Successful (part): the project is one we would like to fund. However, we are not
able to offer the full funding requested. Therefore, a grant of partial funding will be
offered and if accepted, we will send you a Grant Funding Agreement, which must
be signed

o Unsuccessful: the project is not successful. We will try and tell you this quickly
and explain why we could not support your application.

We will contact applicants as soon as possible after the deadline. This may take up to
four weeks. We may need to arrange a visit to site, ask for more information or
clarifications to help with the funding process.

Payment Terms

Funding decisions will consider any payment terms, which, depending on the project and
the value of funding investment, may include phased payments on the basis of 50% of
award upon acceptance of offer and 50% upon evidence of final invoice(s)/ receipts and/or
against delivery of set project milestones. Grant Offer Letters will outline any terms and
conditions of a grant award.

Successful applicants will need to sign a funding agreement with Mid Devon District
Council, provide payment information and provide updates on delivery during the project
and a project completion summary.

CONTACT
For general questions about the grant scheme or an informal chat about your project
idea, please contact: econdev@middevon.gov.uk



mailto:econdev@middevon.gov.uk

PRIVACY NOTICE

We will process the information provided on your Expression of Interest/Application in accordance with
the General Data Protection Regulation (Data Protection Act 2018) for the sole purpose of administering
the Shared Prosperity Fund grants schemes. The information provided will be stored securely and
successful applications will be retained for the duration of the project plus three financial years.
Unsuccessful applications will be destroyed upon closure of the Programme. The information provided
will be subject to the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, but personal information (names and contact
details) will not be released in response to FOI requests. Data will be shared internally within MDDC and
with the Funding Panel for the purposes of administering the Fund and making funding decisions. Details
of applications (including name of organisation, project description and amount awarded) are published
/ reported on our website. Personal details are not included in this information. Successful applications
will be reported to Government Departments including the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local
Government and the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (as the Funders) for their
monitoring purposes. We will not share your data with any other organisation unless required by law.

We may edit this information from time to time. If we make any substantial changes, we will notify you
by either email or text and by posting a prominent announcement on our website.

For further information regarding Data Protection and the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
please visit the following page on our website: https://www.middevon.gov.uk/privacy-notice/



https://www.middevon.gov.uk/privacy-notice/

