VD E:
Devon

DISTRICT COUNCIL

)

nnnnnnnnn tal Consulting

2025 Air Quallty Annual Status Report
(ASR)

In fulfilment of Part IV of the Environment Act 1995
Local Air Quality Management, as amended by the
Environment Act 2021

Date: June, 2025



Mid Devon District Council

Information Mid Devon District Council Details

Local Authority Officer Joanne Pope

Department Public Health
Address Mid Devon District Council, Phoenix

House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton, EX16 6PP
Telephone 01884 255255
E-mail jpope@middevon.gov.uk
Report Reference Number APS L1008B_1-1
Date June 2025

Local Responsibilities and Commitment
This ASR was prepared by Kalaco on behalf of Mid Devon District Council with the support

and agreement of the following officers and departments:
 Joanne Pope - Community Team Lead (Chartered Environmental Health Practitioner)

This ASR has been approved by Simon Newcombe, Head of Housing and Health and will

be approved by the Community PDG once it has been signed off by Defra.

If you have any comments on this ASR please send them to Joanne Pope at: Mid Devon
Council | Phoenix House | Phoenix Lane | Tiverton | EX16 6PP

ipope@middevon.gov.uk

LAQM Annual Status Report 2025


mailto:jpope@middevon.gov.uk

Mid Devon District Council

Executive Summary: Air Quality in Our Area

Air Quality in Mid Devon District Council

Breathing in polluted air affects our health and costs the NHS and our society billions of
pounds each year. Air pollution is recognised as a contributing factor in the onset of heart
disease and cancer and can cause a range of health impacts, including effects on lung

function, exacerbation of asthma, increases in hospital admissions and mortality.

Air pollution particularly affects the most vulnerable in society, children, the elderly, and
those with existing heart and lung conditions. Low-income communities are also
disproportionately impacted by poor air quality, exacerbating health and social

inequalities.

Table ES 1 provides a brief explanation of the key pollutants relevant to Local Air Quality

Management and the kind of activities they might arise from.

Table ES 1 - Description of Key Pollutants

Pollutant Description

Nitrogen dioxide is a gas which is generally emitted from high-
temperature combustion processes such as road transport or energy
generation.

Nitrogen
Dioxide (NO2)

Sulphur Sulphur dioxide (SOz2) is a corrosive gas which is predominantly
Dioxide (SOz2) | produced from the combustion of coal or crude oil.

Particulate matter is everything in the air that is not a gas.

Particulate Particles can come from natural sources such as pollen, as well as
Matter human made sources such as smoke from fires, emissions from

(PM1o and industry and dust from tyres and brakes.

PMz.:s) PMo refers to particles under 10 micrometres. Fine particulate matter or

PMz2s are particles under 2.5 micrometres.

The main pollutants of concern in Mid Devon are nitrogen dioxide (NOz2) and fine
particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.s), primarily linked to road traffic emissions. Due to past
exceedances of the Air Quality Objectives, Mid Devon District Council declared two Air
Quality Management Areas (AQMAs): the Crediton AQMA in November 2004 for both NO2
(annual mean) and PM1o (24-hour mean), and the Cullompton AQMA in December 2006
for NO2 (annual mean) only.
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In 2024, Mid Devon District Council monitored NOz2 at ten sites using passive diffusion
tubes. No exceedances of the annual mean objective of 40 ug/m? were recorded at any
location with relevant exposure. PM monitoring was not undertaken in 2024, following the
decommissioning of the Council’'s AQMesh sensors. However, earlier monitoring
confirmed that the PM,, objectives were met in 2023, and two new Airly monitors capable
of measuring PM1o and PM2.s are scheduled for installation in Crediton and Cullompton in
2025.

Mid Devon District Council has implemented its Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) adopted in
2021, detailing the actions being taken to reduce concentrations within the AQMAs and
across the district. The delivery of the AQAP is led by the Community Team within the
Public Health and Housing Options service, supported by Community Safety, the Planning
Department, Licensing, Transport Officers and the Climate Change Officer. The AQAP is
subject to annual review, appraisal of progress and formal reporting to the Mid Devon

District Council Community, People & Equalities Policy Development Group.

The Council has maintained compliance with relevant air quality objectives in both AQMAs
for six consecutive years. While Defra has advised revocation, the Council has decided to
retain both AQMAs at present due to pending infrastructure changes that could affect local
air quality. A review of the AQMAs and the Air Quality Action Plan will be undertaken in

2025 to determine the most appropriate next steps.

Actions to Improve Air Quality
Whilst air quality has improved significantly in recent decades, there are some areas
where local action is needed to protect people and the environment from the effects of air

pollution.

In 2024, Mid Devon District Council continued to deliver its Air Quality Action Plan and
support measures to reduce pollution, particularly in Cullompton and Crediton. Key actions

included:

o Completion of the Lords Meadow Link Road in Crediton, which has reduced traffic

congestion and emissions on Exeter Road.
« Removal of low-relevance monitoring sites to focus on priority areas.

e Progress on the Cullompton Town Centre Relief Road, including securing funding
and detailed design work.
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o Procurement of new Airly automatic air quality monitors, scheduled for installation in
2025.

e Ongoing application of the Low Emission Supplementary Planning Document

(SPD), adopted in 2023, to guide low-emission development.

Despite this progress, challenges remain. Construction delays and funding uncertainties
continue to affect major projects such as the Cullompton Relief Road, M5 Junction 28
improvements and rail station re-opening. These schemes are essential for managing

emissions linked to growth in the district.

Conclusions and Priorities

No exceedances of the air quality objectives have been measured in Mid Deven since
2018, and air quality continues to improve. Monitoring data from 2020 to 2024 shows a
consistent decline in NO2 concentrations at key roadside and kerbside locations, including
within the Crediton and Cullompton AQMAs. For example, at 8 Fore Street, Cullompton,
NOz2 levels decreased from 33.2 ug/m?in 2022 to 26.1 pug/m? in 2024. Similar reductions
have been observed across other sites, reflecting the positive impact of local interventions

and fleet changes.

PM monitoring was paused in 2024 but will resume in 2025 with Airly sensors. Defra has
recommended revocation of both AQMAs, and a formal review of both AQMAs and the Air

Quality Action Plan will take place in 2025.
Key priorities for 2025:

e Undertake formal review of both AQMAs.

e Install and commission two new automatic monitors (Airly sensors).

e Support major infrastructure delivery in Cullompton to mitigate emissions.
e Continue implementation of the Air Quality Action Plan.

e Review monitoring locations and update the AQAP as needed.

e Maintain integration of air quality objectives in planning and transport projects.

How to get Involved
The Council works with local partners to raise awareness of air quality and support

decisions that reduce pollution. Local people can help improve air quality by:

e Reducing car use (e.g. by walking, cycling or using public transport).
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« Avoiding wood burning or using cleaner fuels and modern appliances.
o Keeping vehicles well maintained to reduce emissions.
e Supporting and responding to consultations on local developments.

Further information is available on the Council’'s website, including updates on AQMAs,
monitoring and the Air Quality Action Plan. Residents are encouraged to engage with

consultations and local projects that promote cleaner air and healthier environments.
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1 Local Air Quality Management

This report provides an overview of air quality in Mid Devon District during 2024. It fulfils
the requirements of Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) as set out in Part IV of the
Environment Act (1995), as amended by the Environment Act (2021), and the relevant

Policy and Technical Guidance documents.

The LAQM process places an obligation on all local authorities to regularly review and
assess air quality in their areas, and to determine whether or not the air quality objectives
are likely to be achieved. Where an exceedance is considered likely the local authority
must declare an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and prepare an Air Quality Action
Plan (AQAP) setting out the measures it intends to put in place in order to achieve and
maintain the objectives and the dates by which each measure will be carried out. This
Annual Status Report (ASR) is an annual requirement showing the strategies employed by

Mid Devon District Council to improve air quality and any progress that has been made.

The statutory air quality objectives applicable to LAQM in England are presented in Table
E.1.
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2 Actions to Improve Air Quality

2.1 Air Quality Management Areas

Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) are declared when there is an exceedance or
likely exceedance of an air quality objective. After declaration, the authority should prepare
an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) within 18 months. The AQAP should specify how air
quality targets will be achieved and maintained and provide dates by which measures will

be carried out.

A summary of AQMAs declared by Mid Devon District Council can be found in Table 2.1.
The table presents a description of the two AQMAs that are currently designated within
Mid Devon District Council. Appendix D: Map(s) of Monitoring Locations and AQMAs
provides maps of AQMAs and also the air quality monitoring locations in relation to the
AQMAs. The air quality objectives pertinent to the current AQMA designations are as

follows:

e NO2 annual mean; and,

e PM~1o 24-hour mean.

There have been no exceedances of either air quality objective in either AQMA since
2018. Although Defra recommended revocation of both AQMAs in the 2024 Annual Status
Report Appraisal, the Council has decided to retain them for the time being due to ongoing
and planned infrastructure changes. In line with LAQM Technical Guidance, a formal
review of the AQMA designations will be undertaken in 2025 alongside the scheduled

update of the Air Quality Action Plan.
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Table 2.1 — Declared Air Quality Management Areas

Is air quality in Number of
Pollutants the AQMA Level of Level of Years Name and
Date of and Air One Line influenced by . .| Compliant Date of Web Link
AQMA Name ; . o Exceedance: Exceedance: . -
Declaration Quality Description roads controlled . with Air AQAP to AQAP
. . . Declaration Current Year / e
Objectives by Highways Quality Publication
England? Objective
Mid Devon
The majority of District Air Qualit
Crediton NO2 Annual the built-up 3 3 Council Air | A=Y
AQMA 08/11/2014 Mean area of NO 52.7 pg/m 25.8 ug/m 6 years Quality AFc,;Ig(;n
Crediton. Action Plan —
(2019)
Mid Devon
The majority of District Air Qualit
Crediton 08/11/2014 PM1o 24 Hour the built-up NO >35 N/A 12 years CounC|.I Air —YAction
AQMA Mean area of exceedances Quality Plan
Crediton. Action Plan —
(2019)
An area Mid Devon
encompassing District Air Qualit
Cullompton NOz Annual | the entire built- 3 Council Ajr | S48
AQMA 11/12/2006 Mean up area of the NO 55.8 yg/m3 26.1 pg/m 6 years Quality AFc):lt;(;n
town of Action Plan —_
Cullompton. (2019)
Mid Devon District Council confirm the information on UK-Air regarding their AQMA(s) is up to date.
Mid Devon District Council confirm that all current AQAPs have been submitted to Defra.
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Progress and Impact of Measures to address Air Quality in

Mid Devon District Council

Defra’s appraisal of last year's ASR concluded the following, and Mid Devon District

Council has responded accordingly:

The ASR demonstrated robust air quality monitoring and management, showing
significant progress in addressing local air quality issues. This progress continues in
the 2025 report.

Previous feedback regarding monitoring locations and infrastructure delivery has

been addressed with updated monitoring sites and clearer reporting in this ASR.

Progress has been made towards beginning the process of revoking both AQMAs
due to sustained compliance with air quality objectives. A revocation assessment is

planned for completion in 2025 to support this process.

Mid Devon District Council has taken forward a number of direct measures during the

current reporting year of 2024 in pursuit of improving local air quality. Details of all

measures completed, in progress or planned are set out in Table 2.2. 23 measures are

included within Table 2.2, with the type of measure and the progress Mid Devon District

Council have made during the reporting year of 2024 presented. Where there have been,

or continue to be, barriers restricting the implementation of the measures, these are also

presented within Table 2.2.

More detail on these measures can be found in Mid Devon’s Air Quality Action Plan. Key

completed measures are:

Delivery and opening of the Lords Meadow Link Road in Crediton, which has
reduced traffic emissions on Exeter Road.

Removal of low-relevance diffusion tube monitoring sites to focus resources on key
locations with higher risk of exceedances.

Securing funding and progressing detailed design for the Cullompton Town Centre
Relief Road (CTCRR), including enabling works such as sports club relocation.
Installation of new Airly Air Quality Sensors scheduled for April 2025, to replace

end-of-life AQMesh monitors and provide continuous, real-time air quality data.

Mid Devon District Council expects the following measures to be completed over the

course of the next reporting year:
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e Completion of a revocation assessment for the Crediton AQMA.

e Completion of the installation and commissioning of new automatic air quality
monitors at Crediton and Cullompton. This will improve data quality and enable
real-time air quality management.

e Continued progress on the Cullompton Town Centre Relief Road with construction
planned to start in 2026 and opening expected in early 2028, which will reduce
traffic congestion and emissions in Cullompton town centre.

e Ongoing efforts to secure funding and maintain project readiness for the Junction

28 M5 improvements and Cullompton Rail Station re-opening.
Mid Devon District Council’s priorities for the coming year are:

¢ Implementing continuous monitoring using new Airly sensors to strengthen data
reliability and support future AQMA status reviews.

e Supporting and advancing key infrastructure projects, particularly the Cullompton
relief road, as essential components of air quality mitigation.

¢ Reviewing the Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) in parallel with AQMA status review

to reflect monitoring outcomes and infrastructure progress.

Mid Devon District Council worked to implement these measures in partnership with the

following stakeholders during 2024:

e Homes England (funding and delivery of Cullompton Town Centre Relief Road)

e Department for Transport (strategic funding for M5 Junction 28 improvements)

e Devon County Council (local transport planning and infrastructure delivery)

e Public Health Devon (input into Crediton Master Plan and health impact
considerations)

e Local developers and landowners (for planning and s106 contributions)

The principal challenges and barriers to implementation that Mid Devon District Council

anticipates facing are:

e Delays and uncertainty in securing funding for major infrastructure projects such as
Junction 28 upgrades and Cullompton Rail Station reopening.

e Construction timescales for key infrastructure mean air quality improvements from
these projects will be medium-term rather than immediate.

e Transition and validation of new automatic monitoring technology require careful

management to ensure continuity and reliability of data.

LAQM Annual Status Report 2025 5



Mid Devon District Council

Progress on the following measures has been slower than expected due to:

e Suspension of the Cullompton Rail Station project following closure of the
Government’s ‘Restoring Your Railway’ programme, resulting in a pause on
planned delivery.

e Ongoing land acquisition and detailed design stages delaying commencement of

the Cullompton Town Centre Relief Road construction to 2026.

Mid Devon District Council anticipates that the measures stated above and in Table 2.2
will help maintain compliance in both the Cullompton and Crediton AQMAs and support

long-term improvements in air quality across the district.

Whilst the measures stated above and in Table 2.2 have contributed to achieving
compliance, Mid Devon District Council anticipates that further improvements in air quality

and sustained monitoring will be required to support the formal revocation of the AQMAs.
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Table 2.2 — Progress on Measures to Improve Air Quality

Measure
No.

Measure Title

Category

Classification

Strategic highway
improvements, Re-
prioritising road

Year Measure
Introduced in
AQAP

Estimated / Actual
Completion Date

Organisations
Involved

Funding
Source

Funding
Status

Estimated
Cost of
Measure

Measure Status

Reduction
in
Pollutant /
Emission
from
Measure

Key
Performance
Indicator

% reduction in

Mid Devon District Council

Progress to Date

Comments / Barriers
to Implementation

CTCRR now in

space away from . MDDC DCC _ . CTCRR now funded . .
Eastern (Town Centre) cars, including Town gentzrgzrgllef MI_? DhC DCC Highways CTCRR funded imol CTCE{F:. d trz:rf]f 1€ flor\:v s and in delivery implementation
Relief Road Traffic M t Access 2017/2018 road - H '9 \IIEvayls d Homes England > £100 imp ergelrj ation an Hiah c "rougt Barrier to J28 M5
7 Cullompton and raftic Managemen management, omes Engian Department for | J28 upgrade million elivery '9 ulompton J28 M5 SOBC with arrier to
- ; . - . J28, M5 upgrade - National Reduction in . upgrade is the
additional M5 junction Selective vehicle ) Transport (DfT) unfunded . . Treasury for decision ) -
- TBC Highways J28, M5 - Planning congestion on confirmation of
priority, bus Treasury . (passed through DfT
g ; minor roads Government
priority, high processes). . .
: infrastructure funding
vehicle occupancy
lane
Seven EV charge
points have been
installed across the
district. These include
Six additional | at the leisure centres,
charge points to Market Street car Expansion linked to
Develop EV charging Promoting Low Refuelling . MDDC / S106 Partially } . be installed park, Fore Street car | strategic development
5 network Emission Transport infrastructure 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC Contributions Funded £10k - 75k Implementation Low across the park, Forge Way car sites in the Local
district in park & the multi storey Plan.
2025/2026 car cark. Further
installations planned
pending s106 funds.
Sites identified on
Council-owned land.
Project at advanced
TBC — project stage and close to
currently paused Number of delivery. Progress was Project paused —
Cullompton Rail station Promoting Travel Promote_use of rail foI“Iowmg _deletlon MDDC/ DCC/ MDDC/ DCC/ Funding not _Plannlng — near passengers stopped on deletion of progress dependent
22 . . and inland 2017 of “Restoring Your - : - . currently >£1m implementation, Low using RYR programme. " -
re-opening Alternatives ) " National Rail National Rail ) . upon confirmation of
waterways Railways confirmed funding dependent Cullompton Government Government fundin
programme by Station infrastructure funding 9
Government required to enable
deliver.
Pending full Number of car Lir?litﬁéiirr])éo‘)g;rirce)ﬁ;.s;OG Lengthy timescale
. . . . ) release of funds S106 . share schemes -
1 Con_wmunlty Car Alternatn{es to private | Car and lift sharing 2017/2018 and MDDC Contributions / Partially £10k - 50k Planning Low delivered in new _towards key _ gpd f_undmg _
sharing schemes vehicle use schemes Funded devel t infrastructure prioritisation slowing
commencement of MDDC evelopments. ther th impl -
development measures rather than implementation.
car sharing.
E-Bikes
. . . accepted and Limited. E-bikes . .
. Pending securing MDDC in S106 o Y No suitable private
Comn_wunlty run and/or Alternatives to private funding from s106 partnership with Contributions / Partially . utilised asan accepted anq utilised partners identified.
2 private E-bikes . Other 2017/2018 . . < £10k Planning Low alternative as an alternative mode . .
vehicle use or other funding Town Councils MDDC/ Town Funded Funding remains a
schemes source and Communities Councils mode of of transport by barrier
transport by residents. :
residents
Secure cycle parking Pending securing Funding is still being
facilities in Town Promoting Travel Promotion of funding from s106 MDD.C‘ Network MDD.C’ Network Partially . Number of Facility installed in secured. Progress
3 . . 2018/2019 ’ Rail, Devon Rail, Devon £10k - 50k Implementation Low o )
Centres and at key Alternatives cycling or other funding . . Funded facilities Crediton. dependent on new
County Council County Council
transport hubs source developments.
Increase in Consultation with
i i Leaflets, social level of Devon County
{0 rocuce high rest ’ MDDC and Town |  MDDC and awareness of | No specifio updates | Counel anc Toun
4 . 9 Public Information media, internet, 2017/2018 Ongoing . . Funded < £10k Implementation Low local air confirmed on Councils required. No
parklng_/promote car Councils Town Councils quality implementation. confirmed evidence of
parks/raise awareness street posters issues/change recent activity.
in behaviour
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Reduction
. in
Year Measure . S . . Estimated Key .
el Measure Title Category Classification Introduced in Estlmateq el Sl el el el Cost of Measure Status PoII_uta_ntI Performance Progress to Date Ll § Barl_'lers
No. Completion Date Involved Source Status Emission . to Implementation
AQAP Measure m—— Indicator
Measure
Compliance
with
standards set | Existing EURO engine
as per the standard and vehicle
adopted age requirements are
6 Taxi Licensing Promoting Low Refuelling policy to in place. Licensing Progress dependent
" o . 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC MDDC Not funded £10k - 50k Planning Low reduce policy adopted on engagement with
conditions Emission Transport infrastructure emissions following review with taxi operators.
within the standards set from
Hackney Sept 2024, Sept 2027
carriage and and Sept 2030.
private hire
vehicle fleet.
Improved
traffic flow at
key pinch Various awareness
Coordinated approach Anti-idlin points campaigns and acti'\cicr)] ?an?fnfng, to
8 to enforcement of anti Traffic Management enforcemegnt 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC DCC MDDC DCC Funded < £10k Implementation Low Delivery of continued date Igeviewin
idling, illegal parking awareness enforcement to otentfal next stegs
raising prevent anti-idling. P ps.
campaign with
drivers
Minor works have
taken place at the Improvements have
Kingsmill Industrial Improved junction. Positive helped reduce traffic
9 site traffic Traffic management Other 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC DCC MD.DC DCC Funded Implementation Low traffic flows feedba(_:k reported by _back_lng up at the
management Highways to/from a major transport junction. No major
Cullompton Junction industrial site company regarding barriers reported at
improved access to this stage.
the motorway.
Improved No specific barriers
traffic flows.
. Decrease in . . repor_ted_. Fu_rther
Parking and traffic UTC, Congestion main street Resident car parking monitoring likely
10 9 Traffic management management, 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC DCC MDDC DCC Funded £10k - 50k Implementation Medium . rates have been needed to assess
flow measures . B parking. ) . )
traffic reduction | introduced. impact on traffic flow
ncrease use and parking
of MDDC car behaviour.
parks
Feasibility study . .
. Project requires
Cullompton/Wellington | MDDC and MDDC and Building of rail \;gw(’i)r:etsvc:t-thgrc\;elrss further funding and
11 Rail link feasibility P 9 Other 2017 Complete Somerset West Somerset West Funded £10k - 50k Completed Medium : 9 g p . national support for
and Infrastructure infrastructure | to develop a Strategic )
study and Taunton and Taunton - ; progression beyond
Outline Business o
c feasibility stage.
ase.
. As of August 2024, Limited uptake of new
EUbI'C transport % Increase in there were a total of membership due to
ECO Stars fleet Transport Plannin improvements number of 67 members in the funding. Key focus is
12 management and P 9 interchanges 2017 Ongoing MDDC MDDC Funded < £10k Implementation Low Lo 9. ey
= and Infrastructure . companies in | scheme. Focus on re- to provide help and
recognition scheme stations and th h t with th dvice t isti
services e scheme engagement wi e advice to existing
scheme in 2025/2026. members.
S106 contribution
allop ated. Early Progress dependent
planning underway, ider infrastruct
. considering a new bus on wiger infrastructure
Public transport Change to ; ) delivery (Cullompton
. MDDC DCC / de of interchange linked Relief Road and Rail
. Transport Planning |mprovements Pending full Partially . . mode o with the proposed eliel Road anc Ral
13 Bus stop infrastructure interchanges 2017/2018 MDDC DCC S106 £10k - 50k Planning Medium transport . ) Station). Full
and Infrastructure ) release of funds e Funded h railway station. . / .
stations and Contributions Increase in . ) implementation awaits
. Potential relocation of )
services patronage . funding release and
Falcon bus stop being A :
: ) coordination with
explored in connection multile proiects
with the Cullompton pie proj )
Relief Road route.
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Reduction
. in
Year Measure . S . . Estimated Key .
el Measure Title Category Classification Introduced in Estlmateq el Sl el el el Cost of Measure Status PoII_uta_ntI Performance Progress to Date Ll § Barl_'lers
No. Completion Date Involved Source Status Emission . to Implementation
AQAP Measure m—— Indicator
Measure
Consultation with Agreement with
Public transport Improved Town Councils has Devon County
Review of bus sto Transport Plannin improvements Traffic flow taken place. Council and bus
14 locations and routeps and Igfrastructureg interchanges 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC DCC MDDC DCC Funded £10k - 50k Planning Low through Discussions are operators is required
stations and centre of ongoing with Devon before changes can
services towns County Council and proceed. This is
bus operators. causing delays.
Connected Initial network F:QSL:?S (;Slf::rl‘zuy
pathway improvements have progress d.epen ds on
Improving footpath . . . Councils MDDC . network. been identified continued funding and
A . Transport Planning Cycle and walking . Town Councils Partially £50k - . Improved through N
15 and cycling paths in 2017/2018 Ongoing DCC /S106 Planning Low o . coordination between
. and Infrastructure network MDDC DCC N Funded £100k accessibility | Neighbourhood Plans, . .
major towns Contributions . ; Town Councils, Mid
Reduction in | s106 projects and the . .

. - Devon District Council
short car Crediton Feasibility dD Count
journeys Study. and evon ~ounty

Council.
Consideration A range of road Work is ongoing gnd
. Areas of depends on funding
given to lower existing or surfaces have been and opportunities
16 Road surfacing Transport Planning poIIut_mg ro_aq 2018/2019 Ongoing DCC DCC Funded £50k - Planning Low new road pro_posed n _th_e_ arising within Devon
and Infrastructure surfacing within £100k network Crediton Feasibility County Council's road
AQMA areas as resurfaced Study to slow traffic mgintenance
opportunities arise and reduce pollutants.
programme.
Supplementary . .
Planning Document on dpg\l,':?;gﬂgi?ggrim
Policy guidance and Low Emissions Development Local Plan Air Quality and megsures are
17 Mid Devon Local Plan v 9 Management Complete MDDC MDDC Funded < £10k Completed High Development was
development control Strategy Policies adopted adopted on 4 Aoril complete and now
202§ as part of ?he implemented through
Mid Devon Local Plan. the Local Plan.
Public Health
considerations have
been incorporated into
the master planning
process. Public Health
Devon and Mid Devon
District Council’s
Public Health and
Regulatory Services Ongoing
Culm Valley Garden . . PUbI'.C Hea_lth have been active implementation with
) . . Air Quality Consideration stakeholders,
Village development Policy Guidance and . . MDDC DCC MDDC DCC . . : : : . strong stakeholder
18 . Planning and 2017-21 Ongoing . . Funded < £10k Implementation High incorporated promoting air quality .
and major Development Control . ; Highways Highways . s involvement. No
) . Policy Guidance in Master mitigation measures e -
infrastructure projects . ; specific barriers noted
planning cycle | such as walking and in confirmed sources
cycling infrastructure, ’
public transport links,
open spaces, and tree
planting. Key public
health and planning
documents have been
submitted to the Culm
Valley Garden Village
Project team.
Standards Local Plan, including Completed as
Planning Policy DM8 Policy Guidance and adopted for | Policy DM on parking plannedeo barriers
19 : Other Policy 2017 2020 MDDC MDDC Funded < £10k Completed Medium electric standards and electric - )
Parking Development Control : S noted in confirmed
vehicle vehicle infrastructure, sources
infrastructure | was adopted in 2020. ’
Low Emission | Local Plan including Implementation
Planning Policy DM6 | o, 1 ino oo and Transport Policy DM6 on ongoing following
20 Transport and Air Deve?/o ment Control Other Policy 2017 2020 MDDC MDDC Funded < £10k Implementation Medium Assessments Tr_ansport and Air ) Local Plan adoption.
Quality P Completed | Quality was adopted in | No barriers noted in
Travel Plans 2020-dL_CFW Emission confirmed sources.
and Transport
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Measure

No.

Measure Title

Category

Classification

Year Measure
Introduced in
AQAP

Estimated / Actual
Completion Date

Organisations
Involved

Funding
Source

Funding

Status

Estimated
Cost of
Measure

Measure Status

Reduction
in
Pollutant /
Emission
from
Measure

Key
Performance
Indicator

Mid Devon District Council

Progress to Date

Assessments along
with Travel Plans have
been completed as
part of development
control.

Comments / Barriers
to Implementation

No confirmed update
available from council

No confirmed

Planning Conditions Policv Guidance and Air Quality Air Quality sources. An update on information on
21 on Tiverton Eastern Deve?/o ment Gontrol Planning and 2017/2018 Ongoing MDDC MDDC Funded < £10k Implementation n/a Noise air quality, noise, and progress or barriers.
Urban Extension P Policy Guidance Emissions emissions is Awaiting update from
requested from the council.
Area Planning Officer.
MDDC currently has
10 electric vehicles
(small vans) in its No specific barriers
. . fleet, with delivery noted, but the delay in
Public Vehicle Percentage of delayed but expected vehicle delivery
Mid Devon Vehicle Promoting Low _Pr_o_CL_lrement £100k - . MDDC Fleet imminently for suggests logistical
23 El . Prioritising uptake 2022 2025 MDDC MDDC Funded Implementation Low which are EV : :
eet Emission Transport of low emission £500k or Low Property Services and challenges. Funding
f o Street Scene. Further is secured and
vehicles Emission.

investments in low
emission vehicles are
planned for
2024/2025.

implementation is
ongoing.

Note: In line with Defra’s updated guidance for ASRs, the top three measures (7, 5 and 22) are now deliberately listed first.
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2.3 PM2s — Local Authority Approach to Reducing Emissions

and/or Concentrations

As detailed in Policy Guidance LAQM.PG22 (Chapter 8) and the Air Quality Strategy?,
local authorities are expected to work towards reducing emissions and/or concentrations
of fine particulate matter (PM25)). There is clear evidence that PM2s (particulate matter
smaller 2.5 micrometres) has a significant impact on human health, including premature

mortality, allergic reactions, and cardiovascular diseases.

Mid Devon is taking the following measures to address PMzs. It acknowledges the
significant health risks associated with PM2.5 and is committed to reducing its emissions
and concentrations locally. While the Council did not undertake PMz2.s or PM10 monitoring
in 2024, Defra’s background maps were used to estimate PMzs levels across the district.
There are no designated Smoke Control Areas in Mid Devon, and no smoke control

enforcement activities were reported during this period.

Measures contributing to reductions in PMz.5 emissions include improvements to
sustainable transport infrastructure such as enhanced walking and cycling networks
(Measure 15), expansion of electric vehicle charging points (Measure 5). The proposed
reopening of Cullompton rail station (Measure 22) remains under consideration but is
currently affected by uncertainty in funding and delivery timescales. These initiatives
support public health by promoting active and low-emission travel, helping to reduce

exposure to particulate matter pollution.

The Council has purchased two Airly automatic monitors, due to be installed imminently in
Crediton and Cullompton. These will provide real-time, detailed monitoring of PM2.5 and

other pollutants, improving the evidence base for future air quality actions.

The Council works closely with Devon County Council, Public Health Devon, and other
partners to ensure air quality considerations are integrated within wider public health and
planning policies. This collaboration is reflected in major development projects such as the

Culm Valley Garden Village (Measure 18).

" Defra. Air Quality Strategy — Framework for Local Authority Delivery, August 2023
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No additional PM2.s -specific measures have been identified beyond those set out in
Section 2.2. Ongoing monitoring and data analysis will continue to inform future actions

aimed at reducing PM2.5 exposure and protecting public health.
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3 Air Quality Monitoring Data and Comparison with Air
Quality Objectives and National Compliance

This section sets out the monitoring undertaken within 2024 by Mid Devon District Council
and how it compares with the relevant air quality objectives. In addition, monitoring results
are presented for a five-year period between 2020 and 2024 to allow monitoring trends to

be identified and discussed.

3.1 Summary of Monitoring Undertaken

3.1.1 Automatic Monitoring Sites

Mid Devon District Council did not operate any automatic (continuous) monitoring sites
during 2024. The Council is reviewing options to establish continuous monitoring in the
near future, including the imminent installation of two Airly automatic monitors in Crediton

and Cullompton.

As no automatic monitoring was carried out in 2024, there were no data from such
monitoring to influence AQMA declarations or revisions to the local air quality strategy

during this period.

3.1.2 Non-Automatic Monitoring Sites

Mid Devon District Council undertook non-automatic (i.e. passive) monitoring of NO2 at 10

sites during 2024. Table A.1 in Appendix A presents the details of the non-automatic sites.

Maps showing the location of the monitoring sites are provided in Appendix D. Further
details on Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) for the diffusion tubes, including
bias adjustments and any other adjustments applied (e.g. annualisation and/or distance

correction), are included in Appendix C.

3.2 Individual Pollutants

The air quality monitoring results presented in this section are, where relevant, adjusted

for bias, annualisation (where the annual mean data capture is below 75% and greater

LAQM Annual Status Report 2025 13



Mid Devon District Council

than 25%), and distance correction. Further details on adjustments are provided in
Appendix C.

3.2.1 Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)

Mid Devon District Council’s NO, monitoring data for 2024 shows no exceedances or
borderline exceedances (within 10%) of the annual mean air quality objective of 40 uyg/m?
at any of the monitoring sites. All monitoring data has been fully ratified and bias-adjusted
where applicable No continuous monitoring was undertaken in 2024 and therefore there is
no data on 1-hour concentrations available. Although no automatic monitoring was carried
out in 2024, the highest recorded annual mean NO? concentration was 26.1 ug/m?3, which
is well below the 60 ug/m?3 threshold identified in LAQM.TG22 (Section 7) as indicative of
potential 1-hour mean exceedances. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that the 1-hour

mean objective was exceeded at any site.

The trend from 2021 to 2024 shows declining NO, concentrations across the district. The
2024 concentrations were similar to those measured in 2020, which were unusually low
due to the travel restrictions associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. The maximum
annual mean NO2 concentration measured in the District in 2024 was 26.1 ug/m3, which is

well below the air quality objective of 40 ug/m3.

No changes were made to the monitoring network in 2024. However, Mid Devon District
Council is planning to expand the network in 2025 through the installation of two Airly
automatic monitors in Crediton and Cullompton. These monitors will measure NO2, PM1o

and PM2 and provide near real-time data to improve spatial and temporal coverage.

Table A.2 in Appendix A compares the ratified and adjusted monitored NO2 annual mean
concentrations for the past five years with the air quality objective of 40ug/m3. Note that
the concentration data presented represents the concentration at the location of the
monitoring site, following the application of bias adjustment and annualisation, as required

(i.e. the values are exclusive of any consideration to fall-off with distance adjustment).

For diffusion tubes, the full 2024 dataset of monthly mean values is provided in Appendix
B. Note that the concentration data presented in Table B.1 includes distance corrected

values, only where relevant.
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Appendix A: Monitoring Results

Table A.1 — Details of Non-Automatic Monitoring Sites

. . Distance to Distance Tube Co-
?
Diffusion . . X OS Grid Y OS Grid Pollutants Iy AQ.MA' Relevant to kerb of located with a Tqbe
Site Name Site Type Ref Ref Moni d Which E Conti Height
(Easting) (Northing) onitore Xposure nearest ontinuous
road (m) @ Analyser?
Horsdon
DT3 Terrace, Roadside 296568 112787 NO2 No 0.0 6.9 No 1.8
Tiverton
DT4 Leat Street, | \opside | 295119 112725 NO> No 33 0.5 No 2.2
Tiverton
DT7 Willand Road | o pige | 302151 108329 NO> No 3.5 0.7 No 3.0
Cullompton
Yes,
1 Culm Lea, . Cullompton
DT8 Cullompton Roadside 303005 107418 NO2 AQMA 0.1 3.0 No 2.2
HSBC Yes,
DT11 ’ Kerbside 302050 107359 NO2 Cullompton 0.0 0.7 No 2.0
Cullompton
AQMA
8 Fore Street Yes,
DT12 ’ | Roadside 302056 107296 NO2 Cullompton 0.0 1.6 No 2.2
Cullompton
AQMA
45 Fore Yes,
DT13 Street, Roadside 302071 107199 NO:2 Cullompton 0.0 2.4 No 3.0
Cullompton AQMA
Bottom Exeter Yes. Crediton
DT16 Road, Roadside 283986 99653 NO2 , 0.2 1.6 No 2.5
. AQMA
Crediton
HSBC High Yes, Crediton
DT19 Street, Roadside 283298 100285 NO2 , 0.0 2.0 No 3.0
. AQMA
Crediton
LAQM Annual Status Report 2025 15
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. . Distance to  Distance Tube Co-
?
Diffusion . . P (e WS (el Pollutants = AQ.MA' Relevant to kerb of located with a Tlfbe
Tube ID 2l e iz I7e R A Monitored bl s Exposure nearest Continuous i
(Easting) (Northing) AQMA? (m)

(m) ™ road (m) @ Analyser?

Duke Of York,
DT20 High Street, Roadside 282738 100377 NO2
Crediton

Yes, Crediton

AQMA 0.0 2.0 No 22

Notes:
(1) Om if the monitoring site is at a location of exposure (e.g. installed on the facade of a residential property).
(2) N/A if not applicable.
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Table A.2 — Annual Mean NO2 Monitoring Results: Non-Automatic Monitoring (ug/m?3)

Valid Data .
Capture vl
. . X 0S Y OS Grid . Data
Diffusion - Site for
Grid Ref Ref P Capture
Tube ID h . Type Monitoring
(Easting) (Northing) Period (%) 2024
i (%) @
DT3 296568 112787 | Roadside 100.0 99.5 12.5 14.3 14.3 12.7 12.0
DT4 295119 112725 | Kerbside 91.7 91.1 19.2 234 21.3 18.0 16.9
DT7 302151 108329 Kerbside 100.0 99.5 9.5 10.6 11.0 10.4 8.6
DT8 303005 107418 | Roadside 91.7 91.1 10.9 13.9 12.4 10.6 10.1
DT11 302050 107359 Kerbside 100.0 99.5 23.2 29.0 26.9 24.7 20.4
DT12 302056 107296 | Roadside 83.3 83.3 26.8 33.9 33.2 28.7 26.1
DT13 302071 107199 | Roadside 91.7 90.8 25.0 29.8 30.4 26.1 25.0
DT16 283986 99653 Roadside 100.0 99.5 25.9 32.0 28.0 25.9 25.8
DT19 283298 100285 | Roadside 100.0 99.5 25.0 29.8 27.6 25.4 23.6
DT20 282738 100377 | Roadside 100.0 99.5 29.9 33.8 31.2 28.7 25.8

Annualisation has been conducted where data capture is <75% and >25% in line with LAQM.TG22.
Diffusion tube data has been bias adjusted.

Reported concentrations are those at the location of the monitoring site (bias adjusted and annualised, as required), i.e.
prior to any fall-off with distance correction.

Notes:
The annual mean concentrations are presented as pg/m?.
Exceedances of the NO2 annual mean objective of 40ug/m? are shown in bold.
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NO2 annual means exceeding 60ug/m3, indicating a potential exceedance of the NO2 1-hour mean objective are shown in bold and
underlined.

Means for diffusion tubes have been corrected for bias. All means have been “annualised” as per LAQM.TG22 if valid data capture for
the full calendar year is less than 75%. See Appendix C for details.

Concentrations are those at the location of monitoring and not those following any fall-off with distance adjustment.
(1) Data capture for the monitoring period, in cases where monitoring was only carried out for part of the year.

(2) Data capture for the full calendar year (e.g. if monitoring was carried out for 6 months, the maximum data capture for the full calendar
year is 50%).

LAQM Annual Status Report 2025 18



Mid Devon District Council

Figure A.1 — Trends in Annual Mean NO2 Concentrations (Crediton AQMA)
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Figure A.2 — Trends in Annual Mean NO2 Concentrations (Cullompton AQMA)
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Figure A.3 — Trends in Annual Mean NO2 Concentrations (Outside AQMAs)
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Appendix B: Full Monthly Diffusion Tube Results for 2024

Table B.1 — NO2 2024 Diffusion Tube Results (ug/m?3)

Annual Mean:

X 0S Grid ¥ os f‘”d Annual Mean: | JAnnual Mean: Distance
DT ID Ref (Nortiin nl'?:vs Daet!:n. Annualised and Corrected to Comment
(Easting) 9 Bias Adjusted Nearest
Exposure
DT3 | 296568 112787 210 | 177 | 143 127 | 109 | 109 | 110 | 114 | 149 | 179 | 171 17.5 14.8 12.0 n/a
not n/a
DT4 | 295119 112725 | 307 | 274 | 211 19.9 158 | 158 18.1 10.1 245 | 238 a”:(;ys 22.0 20.8 16.9
DT7 | 302151 108329 154 | 12.1 9.2 9.7 5.8 5.8 6.5 75 103 | 18.1 17.2 9.8 10.6 8.6 n/a
DT8 | 303005 | 107418 16.0 | 209 | 106 11.8 9.8 9.8 8.1 106 | 133 | 154 m'zs'” 11.1 12.5 10.1 n/a
DT11 | 302050 107359 | 292 | 285 | 238 28.1 229 | 229 | 234 | 167 | 23.1 326 | 288 | 226 25.2 20.4 n/a
not n/a
DT12 | 302056 107296 | 40.2 | 424 | 194 |missing| 259 | 259 | 309 | 313 | 350 | 44.4 a”:(;ys 27.3 25.2 26.1
DT13 | 302071 107199 | 412 | 384 | 27.1 202 | 211 | 211 270 | 247 | 36.1 409 | 329 32.3 25.0 n/a
DT16 | 283986 99653 358 | 332 | 308 285 | 269 | 269 | 312 | 318 | 344 | 398 | 312 | 31.1 30.9 25.8 n/a
DT19 | 283298 100285 | 358 | 299 | 309 274 | 22 | 222 | 251 217 | 324 | 379 | 316 | 322 31.8 23.6 n/a
DT20 | 282738 100377 | 393 | 376 | 348 202 | 229 | 229 | 270 | 271 326 | 43.0 | 378 | 281 29.1 25.8 n/a

All erroneous data has been removed from the NO: diffusion tube dataset presented in Table B.1.

Annualisation has been conducted where data capture is <75% and >25% in line with LAQM.TG22.

[1 Local bias adjustment factor used.

National bias adjustment factor used.

Where applicable, data has been distance corrected for relevant exposure in the final column.

Mid Devon District Council confirm that all 2024 diffusion tube data has been uploaded to the Diffusion Tube Data Entry System.
Notes:

Exceedances of the NO2 annual mean objective of 40ug/m? are shown in bold.
NO: annual means exceeding 60ug/m3, indicating a potential exceedance of the NO2 1-hour mean objective are shown in bold and underlined.

See Appendix C for details on bias adjustment and annualisation.
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Appendix C: Supporting Technical Information / Air
Quality Monitoring Data QA/QC

QA/QC of Diffusion Tube Monitoring

The diffusion tubes used by Mid Devon District Council during 2024 were of the 20% TEA
in water method and supplied and analysed by Somerset Scientific Services, operated by
Somerset County Council. This laboratory takes part in the QA/QC Field Intercomparison,
operated on behalf of Defra. Somerset Scientific Services are a UKAS accredited
laboratory. Monitoring was completed in adherence with the 2024 Diffusion Tube

Monitoring Calendar.

Diffusion Tube Annualisation

All diffusion tube monitoring locations within Mid Devon District Council recorded data
capture of 75% or greater during 2024. Therefore, annualisation of monitoring data was
not required. In addition, sites with data capture below 25% are not subject to

annualisation.

Diffusion Tube Bias Adjustment Factors

The diffusion tube data presented within the 2024 ASR have been corrected for bias using
an adjustment factor. Bias represents the overall tendency of the diffusion tubes to under
or over-read relative to the reference chemiluminescence analyser. LAQM.TG22 provides
guidance with regard to the application of a bias adjustment factor to correct diffusion tube
monitoring. Triplicate co-location studies can be used to determine a local bias factor
based on the comparison of diffusion tube results with data taken from NOx/NO2
continuous analysers. Alternatively, the national database of diffusion tube co-location

surveys provides bias factors for the relevant laboratory and preparation method.

Mid Devon District Council have applied a national bias adjustment factor of 0.81 to the
2024 monitoring data. A summary of bias adjustment factors used by Mid Devon District

Council over the past five years is presented in Table C.1.

Table C.1 — Bias Adjustment Factor
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If National, Version of

Monitoring Year Local or National National Spreadsheet Adjustment Factor
2024 National 04/25 0.81
2023 National 03/24 0.79
2022 National 03/23 0.82
2021 National 06/22 0.86
2020 National 03/21 0.76

NO: Fall-off with Distance from the Road

Wherever possible, monitoring locations are representative of exposure. However, where
this is not possible, the NO2 concentration at the nearest location relevant for exposure
has been estimated using the Diffusion Tube Data Processing Tool/NO: fall-off with
distance calculator available on the LAQM Support website. Where appropriate, non-

automatic annual mean NO:2 concentrations corrected for distance are presented in Table
B.1.

No diffusion tube NO, monitoring locations within Mid Devon District Council required

distance correction during 2024.
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Appendix D: Map(s) of Monitoring Locations and AQMAs

Figure D.1 — Map of Non-Automatic Monitoring Site (Crediton AQMA)

Legend
AQMA
A Diffusion Tube
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Figure D.2 — Map of Non-Automatic Monitoring Site (Cullompton AQMA)
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Figure D.3 — Map of Non-Automatic Monitoring Site (Tiverton)
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Appendix E: Summary of Air Quality Objectives in

England

Table E.1 — Air Quality Objectives in England?

Pollutant

Air Quality Objective: Concentration

Air Quality
Objective:
Measured as

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)

200ug/m?3 not to be exceeded more than 18 times a year

1-hour mean

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)

40ug/m3

Annual mean

Particulate Matter (PM1o)

50ug/m3, not to be exceeded more than 35 times a year

24-hour mean

Particulate Matter (PM1o) 40ug/m3 Annual mean
Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 350ug/m3, not to be exceeded more than 24 times a year 1-hour mean
Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 125ug/m?3, not to be exceeded more than 3 times a year 24-hour mean
Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 266ug/m?3, not to be exceeded more than 35 times a year 15-minute mean

2 The units are in microgrammes of pollutant per cubic metre of air (ug/m3).
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Glossary of Terms

Abbreviation Description

AQAP

Air Quality Action Plan - A detailed description of measures, outcomes,
achievement dates and implementation methods, showing how the local
authority intends to achieve air quality limit values’

AQMA

Air Quality Management Area — An area where air pollutant concentrations
exceed / are likely to exceed the relevant air quality objectives. AQMAs are
declared for specific pollutants and objectives

ASR

Annual Status Report

CTCRR

Cullompton Town Centre Relief Road

Defra

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

LAQM

Local Air Quality Management

NO2

Nitrogen Dioxide

NOx

Nitrogen Oxides

PMio

Airborne particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of 10um or less

PMa.s

Airborne particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of 2.5um or less

QA/QC

Quality Assurance and Quality Control

SOz

Sulphur Dioxide

LAQM Annual Status Report 2025
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