
Dear Sir/Madam, 

WeϙsupportϙMidϙDevonϙDistrictϙCouncil’sϙrefusalϙofϙtheϙCertificateϙofϙLawfulϙUseϙorϙ
Development and respectfully request that the appeal be dismissed. 

Weϙbelieveϙtheϙapplicantϙhasϙnotϙprovidedϙsu�icientlyϙclearϙandϙunambiguousϙevidenceϙtoϙ
demonstrate,ϙonϙtheϙbalanceϙofϙprobabilities,ϙthatϙtheϙallegedϙmixedϙuseϙ(blacksmithϙforgeϙ
togetherϙwithϙresidentialϙpurposesϙandϙexternalϙstorage,ϙcontraryϙtoϙConditions 2 and 5 of 
permissionϙ09/01587/FULL)ϙhasϙcontinuedϙuninterruptedϙforϙ10ϙyears. 

TheϙCouncil’sϙDelegatedϙReportϙandϙRefusalϙNoticeϙsetϙoutϙtheϙkeyϙissues,ϙincludingϙ
inconsistenciesϙinϙtheϙapplicant’sϙevidence.ϙInϙparticular,ϙfiveϙneighbouringϙresidentsϙhaveϙ
providedϙstatutoryϙdeclarationsϙstatingϙthat,ϙduringϙtheϙperiodsϙtheyϙhaveϙlived nearby, the 
applicant has often resided and slept in a converted library bus and other vehicles rather than 
consistentlyϙinϙtheϙbarn.ϙTheyϙalsoϙreportϙthatϙheϙhasϙlivedϙinϙaϙyurt/hutϙatϙtheϙrearϙofϙtheϙfieldϙinϙ
more recent times, has commuted from other properties over the years, has been absent from 
theϙsiteϙforϙextendedϙperiods,ϙandϙthatϙvehiclesϙfrequentlyϙcomeϙandϙgo. 

Additionalϙpointsϙincludeϙtheϙfollowing: 

Theϙsiteϙwasϙpreviouslyϙanϙagriculturalϙsilageϙbarn.ϙPlanningϙpermissionϙ09/01587/FULL,ϙgrantedϙ
onϙ14ϙDecemberϙ2009,ϙallowedϙaϙchangeϙofϙuseϙtoϙaϙblacksmith’sϙforgeϙonly.ϙThisϙpermissionϙ
wasϙsubjectϙtoϙConditionsϙ2ϙ(forgeϙuseϙonly)ϙandϙ5ϙ(noϙexternalϙstorageϙofϙmaterials,ϙgoods,ϙ
vehicles,ϙscrapϙorϙwaste),ϙalongϙwithϙrestrictionsϙonϙoperatingϙhours,ϙvisitorsϙandϙparking. 

Theϙsharedϙprivateϙaccessϙlaneϙ(alsoϙaϙpublicϙfootpath),ϙprovidesϙEastϙCourtϙFarmϙwithϙaϙfullϙ
rightϙofϙwayϙatϙallϙtimes.ϙTheϙapplicantϙhasϙmoreϙlimited,ϙrestrictiveϙrightsϙoverϙtheϙlane.ϙ
Nevertheless,ϙmultipleϙvehiclesϙ(includingϙlorries,ϙvansϙandϙtrailers)ϙandϙmaterialsϙareϙregularlyϙ
parkedϙandϙstoredϙoutsideϙtheϙbarn,ϙcontraryϙtoϙtheϙtermsϙofϙtheϙplanningϙpermission.ϙTheseϙ
vehiclesϙandϙstoredϙitemsϙchangeϙonϙaϙregularϙbasis.ϙPermissionϙwasϙgrantedϙforϙMrϙAggettϙtoϙ
parkϙoutsideϙonlyϙduringϙbusinessϙhoursϙandϙnotϙstoreϙchattelsϙetc..ϙthere.ϙTheϙnarrowϙlaneϙ
servingϙtheϙbusinessϙisϙpredominantlyϙresidentialϙinϙcharacter. 

Inϙaddition,ϙtheϙbarnϙstructureϙitselfϙappearsϙtoϙbeϙinϙpoorϙrepairϙandϙshowingϙsignsϙofϙfallingϙ
apart.ϙThisϙraisesϙpotentialϙsafetyϙconcerns,ϙespeciallyϙgivenϙitsϙcloseϙproximityϙtoϙtheϙpublicϙ
rightϙofϙwayϙandϙforϙMrϙAggettϙandϙhisϙguests.  

Theseϙmattersϙindicateϙthatϙtheϙexternalϙstorage,ϙparking,ϙandϙmixedϙuseϙhaveϙnotϙbeenϙshownϙ
toϙhaveϙcontinuedϙuninterruptedϙandϙlawfullyϙforϙtheϙrequiredϙ10-year period. 

ForϙtheϙreasonsϙsetϙoutϙinϙtheϙCouncil’sϙreportϙandϙthoseϙoutlinedϙabove,ϙweϙaskϙthatϙtheϙappealϙ
be dismissed. 

Yours faithfully, 

James Wilson and Claire Wilson 
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