Mid Devon District Council

Local Development Scheme 2013
1. 
Introduction

1.1
Mid Devon District Council is required to prepare and maintain a Local Development Scheme (LDS) for the district.  The LDS provides interested people and organisations with the Council’s project plan for the preparation of local development documents. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states that the LDS must specify:

· The local development documents which are to be ‘development plan documents’

· The subject matter and geographical area to which each development plan document relates

· The timetable for preparation and revision of the development plan documents

1.2
Local authorities can update their LDS at such times as considered appropriate.  The most recent Mid Devon version has been in place from September 2012.  Since this time Mid Devon has made progress in the production of the Local Plan Part 3, and intends to accelerate the timetable for the review of the Core Strategy and Allocations and Infrastructure Development Plan Document (AIDPD).  The LDS needs to be amended to reflect this.

2. 
The Local Plan

2.1
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that Local Plans are key to delivering sustainable development and that local authorities should produce a Local Plan for their area.  The Local Plan can then be reviewed in whole or in part to respond flexibly to changing circumstances.  

2.2
Mid Devon’s Local Plan is made up of three parts, all of which are development plan documents.  The three documents are:

· Core Strategy 2006-2026 (this is part 1, and was adopted in 2007)

· The Allocations and Infrastructure Development Plan Document (this is part 2, and was adopted in 2010

· Local Plan Part 3: Development Management policies (not yet adopted)

2.3.
The Local Plan Part 3 is the third and final part of the Local Plan and replaces the remaining policies from the existing Mid Devon Local Plan adopted in 2006.  The hearings for the examination were held in March 2013, and the Inspector’s report is anticipated to be received in late May 2013, with an expectation that the plan can be adopted in July 2013. 

2.4
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) are not part of the Local Plan, nor are they considered to be development plan documents.  Therefore, information on their production is not set out within the LDS.  Instead, such information can be found on the Mid Devon website at www.middevon.gov.uk/spd 

3.  
Adopted documents

3.1
The following table lists the planning documents that are currently adopted within Mid Devon.  

	Document
	Adopted
	Scope
	Subject matter

	Mid Devon Local Plan First Alteration
	July 2006
	Mid Devon
	The Mid Devon Local Plan contains planning policies to guide development management decisions when determining planning applications.  Originally, it also set strategic policies and land allocations, but these were superseded by the policies of the Core Strategy and the AIDPD when they were adopted.  The remaining policies (barring two) will themselves be superseded by the new Local Plan Part 3 (Development Management policies).  Two of the plan’s allocations are proposed to be retained within LP3.

	Core Strategy 2006 to 2026 
	July 2007
	Mid Devon
	The Core Strategy is part 1 of the district’s Local Plan.   It was adopted in accordance with the timetable set out in the Council’s first Local Development Scheme.  It sets out a spatial strategy and strategic policies for Mid Devon and its settlements.  See Section 4 (below) for details on when this document will be reviewed.

	Allocations and Infrastructure Development Plan Document (AIDPD)
	October 2010
	Mid Devon
	The AIDPD is part 2 of the district’s Local Plan.  It allocates sites for housing, retail and employment development, whilst setting necessary infrastructure requirements, with policies on the Community Infrastructure Levy, public open space, affordable housing, education provision, green infrastructure and carbon footprint reduction.  See Section 4 for details on when this document will be reviewed.


3.2
Further to the adopted plans discussed under paragraph 3.1, two additional plans currently remain in place.  The Devon Structure Plan 2001-2016 (adopted October 2004) and the South West Regional Spatial Strategy (draft, never adopted) remain extant.  Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework and provisions contained within the Localism Act, these plans now carry little weight.  The Coalition Government has announced that the order to revoke both plans will be laid before parliament after Easter 2013.

4.0 
New local plans

Local Plan Part 3: Development Management policies (LP3)


Adoption Target Date: July 2013

4.1
This document forms part 3 of the Local Plan and provides detailed policies to manage individual development proposals in a way that meets local needs, both economic and social, while also protecting the environment.  This document was previously referred to as Development Management Development Plan Document (DMDPD); however it is now referred to as LP3.

4.2
The LP3 will supersede the remaining policies of the existing Adopted Local Plan 2006.  The LP3 will contain new policies on the following subjects:

· High quality design, based upon principles such as understanding the context and making effective use of a site; positive contribution to local character; visually attractive places

· Sustainable design, requiring developments to demonstrate how sustainable design and construction methods are incorporated

· Transport, air quality, pollution and parking

· Housing policies covering cross-subsidy of affordable housing, rural workers dwellings, occupancy conditions, conversion of rural buildings, replacement dwellings, extensions and ancillary development, design of housing and dwelling sizes

· Retail and employment including town centre development, development outside town centres, fronts of shops and business premises, rural shopping, employment development outside settlement limits and protection of employment land

· Specific policies on agricultural development, equestrian development, tourism and leisure development

· Community based policies covering community facilities and the protection of recreational land and buildings

· Heritage assets, covering listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments, historic parks and gardens and a variety of undesignated heritage assets

· Integrating green infrastructure into major development

· Protected landscapes and species

· Enforcing planning decisions

4.3
The LP3 proposes to retain two allocations from the Adopted Local Plan 2006.  There will also be an update to the Adopted Policies Map to include changes to settlement limits, town centre boundaries, primary shopping areas and primary shopping frontages, and the removal of the designation ‘important land for sport and recreation’.

4.4
The evidence base includes a Landscape Character Assessment, a Town and Village Character Assessment, a Sustainable Development Study, a draft Green Infrastructure Plan, a Retail Study and an Employment Land Review.

4.5
To date the Council has undertaken a number of consultation exercises on the plan, and the hearings for the examination subsequently took place in March 2013.  It is anticipated that the Inspector’s report will be received in late May, with the expectation that the plan can be adopted in July 2013.    

4.6
Coverage: Mid Devon

4.7
Conformity: The document has been developed in conformity with the NPPF, Core Strategy and the AIDPD.

4.8
The table below sets out the timetable for production and adoption of the document:

	Stage
	Date

	Examination
	December 2012-May 2013

	Adoption
	July 2013

	Revision
	2015



Local Plan Review (Core Strategy, AIDPD and LP3)
Adoption Target: 2015
4.9
The existing Core Strategy has been in place for six years in July and the AIDPD for 3 years in October.  A review process will begin upon adoption of LP3.  This review process will include all strategic policies and allocations for the district, and incorporate development management policies such as those in LP3.  The updated document will replace the existing Core Strategy, the AIDPD and the policies within LP3 to produce a single Local Plan for the district (effectively a review of parts 1, 2 and 3 of the current Local Plan).  The new document will extend the time period of the plan to 2031.

4.10
The reviewed Local Plan will contain:

· Strategic policies guiding housing, employment and retail distribution across the district

· Policies on climate change, town centres, previously developed land, access, strategic transport networks and flooding

· The development focus for each of the four towns of Tiverton, Crediton, Cullompton and Bampton, the villages of the district and the open countryside

· Site allocations for housing, employment, retail development, community facilities and infrastructure 

· Development management policies

4.11
The evidence base for the Local Plan will include a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, Strategic Housing Market Assessment, Open Space and Play Area Strategy, Viability Assessment, Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment, Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Screening Study, Landscape Character Assessment, Town and Village Character Assessment, Retail Study, Employment Land Review, Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.

4.12
Coverage: Mid Devon

4.13
Conformity: the document will be produced in conformity with the NPPF.

4.14
The following table sets out the timetable for production and adoption of the document:

	Stage
	Date

	Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
	May 2013

	Preparation Stage Consultation
	January 2014

	Publication Stage Consultation
	October 2014  

	Submission
	December 2014

	Hearings
	February 2015

	Adoption
	May 2015

	Revision
	2020


5.0 
Progress reporting

5.1
The Council produces an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) in December each year, covering the ‘monitoring year’ (of the preceding April-March period).  The AMR sets out the list of documents that are included within the LDS, their timetable for preparation, the stage they are currently at, and if they are behind schedule the reasons for this.  

5.2
The AMR is made available on the Mid Devon website and can be located at:


http://www.middevon.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=4016
6.0 
Review of the Local Development Scheme

6.1
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states that local authorities can revise their LDS at such times as they consider appropriate.  The Mid Devon District Council website will be updated to set out if the LDS has been subject to further revision.  Proposed changes are subject to ratification by Cabinet.
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